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PREFACE. 

THE firft of the following 
Letters is £o well adapted 
an iat;rQdu£lion to the reft, that. 
to trouble die reader with a long 
preface would be qUite needlels 
and impertinent. I will there- 
fore detain him from entering 
upon the delightful and inilruc- 
tive relation which the following 
flieets prefent him with, little; 
longer, than while I aflUre him . 
that the narrative \s c^\^^ ^• 

A. 2. T^^^^ 



PREFACE. 

nuine, and that the foUovirmg let- 
ters were written to me at my re- 
queft. Some verbal relations of 
the fadls awakened my curiofity 
to fee a more connedled account 
of them, which the author very 
obligingly confented to, having 
at that time no intention of its 
being made public. — But tlie re- 
peated follicitations of friends 
have at laft prevailed; and in- 
deed the publication is the more 
needful, as feveral imperfedl co- 
pies have been handed about, 
and there has been caufe to think 
fome furreptitious edition might 
deal through the prefs into the 
hands of the public. 

I have therefore, with cotfifent 
ojftbe author^ now fent ihefe let- 
ter* 



PREPACK 

tcrs abroad in their original form. 
They were written in hafte, as 
letters of friendftup, to gratify my 
cmiofity ; but the ftyle, as well as 
the narrative itfelf, is fo plain 
and cafy, that corredions were 
thought needlefs. 1 can only add 
my beft wifhes, that the great 
truths they contain may prove as 
edifying, as the fads are ftriking 
and entertaining. 

T. Hawei$. 

Aldwinekle, "> 
Aug, 1764. J 
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LETTER I. 



Reverend and dear Sir, 

I Make no doubt but you have at tlmei 
had pleafiug t-efleAions upon that 
promife made to the KhieKtes, Dcr/t^ 
viii. 2. They were then in the wildemefs^ 
furroiuided with difficulties^ which were 
greatly aggravated by their owTi diilniii 
and perverlenefs : they had experienced a 
variety of difpeniations^ the - defign of. 
which they could not as yet underiland ; 
they frequently loll ^ht of God^s graci- 
ous purpofes in their favour^ and were 
much dilcouraged by reafbn of the way. 
To compofe and animate their minds^ M07 
ies here fuggefts to themj l^bsi^ iSaftc^ 'W* 
n fatucG happy time dramxig^tuaa^Y "^i^^^^*^ 
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their journey and warfare flioiild be fini/h-r 
ed ; that they ihould (bon be put in polTci* 
fion of the promiied land, and have reft 
from all their fears and troubles ; and then 
it would give them pleafure to look back 
upon what they now found fb unealy to 
bear — ^^ Thou fhalt remember all the way 
*' by wliich the Lord thy God led thee 
*^ through this wildemefs." 

But the importance and comfort of thefe 
words is ftill greater, if we confider theiu 
in a {piiitual fbnfe, as addrelfed to all who 
are pafiing through the wildemefs of tliis 
world to a heavenly Canaan ; who, by faith 
in the promifesand powor of God, are icek- 
ing an eternal red in that kingdom wliich 
canxiot be fliaken. The hope of that glo* 
rious inheritance inspires us with fbme de- 
gree of courage and zeal to prefs foi-ward 
to where Jesus has already entered as our 
forerunner s and when our eye is fixed 
upon him, we are more than conquerors 
over all that would urithitand our progress. 
But we have not yet attained ; we fliU feel 
the infirmities of a fallen nature : tlurough 
the remains of ignorance and unbelief, we 
often miftgfce tbe Lord's dealings with us, 
mmdnre xwdy to complsdxi; YrhiCU^ if w^ 



f 9 3 

ktiew all, we fliould rather rejoice. Bat 
to us likewife there is a time coming*, when 
our warfare fliall be accompliflirdy our 
views enlarged, and our light iurrcufedj 
then with what tranfports of adoration 
and love (hall we look back upon tlic way 
by which the Lord led us ! We ftiall tlicn 
fee and acknowledge, tliat mercy and 
goodne£s direcS-ed every ftep ; we Oi all fee 
tiiat what our ignorance once railed ;idver* 
fities and evils, were in reality M' iiings, 
which we could not have done well ^vith- 
out : that nothing befel us without a r au(e ; 
that no trouble came upon us foonc -, or 
preded us more heavily, or continued logg- 
er, than our cafe required : in a word, that 
our many affli<^ons were ea<'.Ii in their 
plate among the means employed by .di« 
vine grace and wifdom, to bring us to the 
pofleflion of that exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, wliich the Lord has pre- 
pared for his people. And even in this im« 
yevft^t Ibite, tliough we are feldom able to 
judge aright of our pref ent circumiiances, 
yet if we look upon the years of our palt 
Hfe, and compare the di(peniatlons we 
k^C . been brought tlxrough, witlx t3E«i, 
4Sbixoe of our minds under ^ac\\ ^wc^A^swiSi 
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period ; if v*'e confider how wonderfully 
one tiling has been connected with another, 
£6 that what we now number amonglt our 
greated adyantages, perhaps, took their 
firll riie from incidents which we thought 
hardly worth our notice ; and that we 
have ibmetimes efcaped the greateil dan- 
gers that threatned us, not b^ any wilHom 
or foreiight of our own, but by the inter*- 
vention of circumilances whicli we neidier 
defired or thought of — I fay, when we 
compare and confider thefe things by the 
light afforded us in the holy Scripture, we 
may collofb indifputablc proof, from the 
narrow circle of our own concerns, t]iat 
•the wife and good providence of God 
watches over his people from the earlieil 
moment of their life, overrrules and guards 
them through all their vranderings iij a 
Hate of ignorance, leads tliem in a way 
that they know not, till at length his pror 
vidence and grace concur in tiiole events 
and impreffions, which bring them to th^ 
Jtnowledge of Him and thcmlelvcs, 

I am perfuaded that every believer willj 

upon due reflc<5Lion, fee enough in his own 

cafe to confirm this remark ; but not all iu 

iJj^ ihme dcgreCf ThQ outward circum: 
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ftances of many have been tiniform. tTi^^ 
have known but little variety in life ; and 
-mth reipeA to their inward change^ it has 
been cffcAcd in a fecret way, unnoticed 
by otliers^and ahnofl unpefceived by them- 
fehres — The Lord has ipoken to them, not 
in thunder and tempell, but with a lUll 
finall voicfc he has drawn them gradually 
to himfelf ; ib that though they have u 
happy aflurance of the tiling, that they 
know and love liim, and are paffed from 
death unto life 5 yet of the precife time 
and manner, they can give little account. 
Others he feems to feledt, in order to fliew 
the exceeding riches of his gifftpc, and the ,* 
greatnefs of his mighty powcfr% he fufTers 
the natural rebellion and widiednefs of 
their hearts to have full fcope ; wlule fiii-^ 
ners of Icfs note are cut off with little 
warning, tliefe are {pared, though (inning 
Mrith a high hand, and as it were lludyiiig 
their own deftrudion. At length, when 
all that knew them are perhaps expe&htg 
to hear that they arc made fignal inftancei 
of divine vengeance, the Lord (whofe 
thoughts are Ifiigh above ours, as the hea* 
Vens are higher than the carth^ is ^\f&'^^^^ 
to pluck tliera as brands out oi \!!?^'fc2c^>> 
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•nd to make them moBuments of his mer-> 
cy, for the encouragement of others : 
they j^re, beyond expe<ftation, convinced, 
pardoned, and changed. A cafb of this 
£brt indicates a divine power no lefs than 
the creation of a world : it is evidently 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
tlie eyes of all thofe who are not blinded 
by prejudice and unbelief. 

Such was the perfecuting Saul : his heart 
was full of enmity againd Jesus of Naza- 
reth, and therefore he persecuted and made 
havoc of liis difciples. He had been a tei- 
ror to thd church ^ Jeruialem, and was go-r 

ing to Damafcusiittfith the fame views 

He was yet breathing, out thxi^tnings and 
llaughter againll all that loved the Lord 
Jesus— -He thought little of the mifcliief 
he had hitherto done — He was engaged ibr 
tlie fuppreilion of the whole fedt ; and hur- 
rying from houfe to houfe, from place to 
place, he carried menaces in Iiis look, and 
repeated threatnings with eveiy breath. 
Such was Ids ipirit and temper, when the 
Lord j£sus, whom he hated and oppofed, 
checked him in the height of his rage, 
called tlus bitter perfecutor to the honour 
f/'Mja apoiUe, «n<i tnipired bimwith greaf 
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^eal and eamfeftnefs^ to preach ilt^t iaitti^ 
which he £b lately deltroyed. 
• Nor are we without remarkable dif})lays 
of the fame fovereign efficacious grace 
in our own times I may particularly 

mention the inilance of the late Colonel 
Gairdner. If any real fatisfaiilioii could be 
ibund in a (inful courfe^ he would have met 
with it ; for he purfued the experiment 
with all poflible advantages — ^He was ha- 
bituated to evil; and many uncommon, 
almoii miraculous deliverances, made no 
impreflion upon him. Yet he likewile wa» 
made willing in the day of God's power : 
and the bright example of liis life, illu-» 
ifarated and diffufed by the account of him 
publifhed iince his death, has afforded ait 
occaiion of much praife to God, and muciu 
comfort to his })eople. 

After the mention of fuch names, caa 
yon permit me, Sir, to add Piy own P If I 
do, it muft be with a very humbling di- 
ftindion. .Thefe once eminent finiiers, 
proved eminent ChrilHans : much had been 
forgiven them, they loved much.. St Paul 
could fay, '' The grace bellowed upon me 
" was not in vam ; for I lal^ourcd rtiovc 
^* abundantly than tliey aJJu'* ■ CL^«t\j^ 

B C3i«a^^«i^ 
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Ciu^^'*^^'^^''^^^'^" acity£etnponut 
lull, a bumtng and a Ihining ligbt ; the 
manner of his conveiiion was hardly more 
Itngular, than the whole courie of hia con> 
verfation from that tiine to his death. 
Here, alaa, the parallel greatly fails I it has 
not been thus with me — I mull take defrr- 
vei! Ihame to myfelf, that I hare made very 
unruitable returns for what I have re- 
ceived. But if the queltion U only con- 
cerning the patience and long-fufFering of 
God, the wonderful intcrpofition of hi» 
providence in fsivonr of an unworthy (in- 
ner, the power of liis grace in Ibftening 
the hankil heart, and the riches of his 
mercy in pardoning the moll enormous and 
■■gg'^avated tranfyeilions ; in tliele refpecfts 
I know no cafe more extraordinary than 
my own. And indeed nioit perlbns, to 
wliomi have related my Ilory, have thouf^ht 
it wortliy of being prefened. 

i never gave any liiccinft account in 
writing, of the Lord's dealing v.-ith ine, till 
very lately ; for 1 was deterred on the one 
handt^ the great difficulty of writing pro- 
perly ^rt^^fffu concerned; ontbeo^r, 
by the I& ute wliich perlbns of corrupt and 
j»envx0 minds arc often knpvm tQ make 
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tof fuch inftanccs. The Pfalmift reniincl«i 
us, that areferre in thefe things is ]>rop(;r, 
when he fajs, '* Come unto me, all you 
** that fear Co J, and I will tell you what 
"he hath done for my foul;** aiul our 
Lord cautions us not to '* cait pearl; be- 
" ibrefwine*** Tlie peails of a Clinilian 
are, perhaps^ liis choice experiences of the 
Lord's power and lore in the concerns of 
his foul ; and thefe fhoulcl not be at all ad- 
ventures made public, leil we give occalion 
to earthly and groveling Ibuls, to profane 
what they cannot underltand. Thcie were 
the chief reafbns of my backwardneis ; but 
a few weeks fince I yielded to tlie judg- 
ment and requeft of a much rej])e<^ed 
firiend, and fent him a relation at large, in 
a feries of eight letters. The event has 
been what I little exped:ed ; I wrote to 
one perfbn, but my letters have fallen in- 
to many hands : amongil others, I find 
they have reached your notice j and iii- 
ftead of blaming me for being too tedious 
and circumilantiai, which was tlie failik I 
feared 1 had committed, you are pleaf<^d to 
defireaflillmorediilind: detail. As you and 
others af my friends apprehend my cani- 
^ance with this requeft nvay W \a.\xc:vv<^e^^ 
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witli Ibme good eiFe<fl, may promote the 
pieafing work of praife to our adorable Re-i 
deemer, or confirm the faith of fbme or 
other of his people, I am willing to obey : 
I give up my own reafbning-s upon the in- 
expediency of fb inconfiderable a perioR 
as myfeir adventuring in fb public a point 
of view. If God may be glorified on my 
behalf, and his children in any meafure 
comforted orinflnufbed, by what I have ta 
declare of his goodnefs, I fhall be fatisiSed ; 
and am content to leave all other poffibloi 
confequences of this tindertakii^g in hk 
hands, who does all things well* 

I mufl again have recourfe to my me* 
mory, as I retained no copies of the letters 
you faw. So far as I can recoiled what I 
then wrote, I will relate, but ihaH not a£^ 
fed: a needlefs variety of phrafe and man- 
ner, merely becaufe thole have been al- 
ready penifed by niany. I may perhaps in 
i<>me places, when repeating the fame iadts^ 
exprefs mylelf in nearly the fame words ; 
yet I propofe, according to your defire, to 
make this relation more explicit and par- 
ticular than the former, efpecially towards 
the dole, which I wound up haftily, left 
fnjr friend /liould be wearied, 1 hope yoi\ 
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will likewUe excufe me^ if I do not ibiifb* 
If confine myfelf to narration^ but now 
and then interfperfe fuch refLecftions as may 
offer while I am writing ; and though you 
have fignified your intentions of commu- 
Xacating what I fend you to others^ I mulb . 
not on this account affet^ a concifeiiefs > 
and correiflnefs^ which is not my natural 
talent, left the whole fhould a])pear dry and 
conilrainedk I fhall tlierefore (if poilible) 
tliink only of you, and write with that 
confidence and freedom which your friend* 
lliip and candour defer\'e. This flxeet may 
Hand as a preface ; and I purpoie, as far as 
I can, to intermit many other engage- 
ments, until I have compleated tlie ta/k 
you have adigned nie« In the mean time 
I entreat the ailiilance of your prayers, 
that in this, and all my poor attempts, I 
may have a fingle eye to his glory, who 
was pleafed to call meoutof honid dark* 
nefs into the mai-vcllous light of his gofpcL 

I am, witli fincere refped:. 

Dear Sir, 
Your obliged and afTeiSionate Serranty 

- Jzuavy, uch ti6i. 
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LETTER ir. 



Rev£refid Sir, 

ICx^N fbmetimes feel a pleaTore in re- 
peating the grateful acknowledonient 
of David, *^ O Lord, I aim thy fervant, 
*^ tlie ion of thine handmaid ; thou haft 
** loofed my bands.** The tender mercies 
of God towards me, were manifeiled in the 
firll moment of my life ' I was bom a^ 
it were in liis houie, and dedicated to him 
in my infancy. My mother (as I hare 
heard from many) was a pious experien- 
ced ChrifHan ; Uie was a Diflenter, in com- 
munion with the late Dr Jenning-s. I was 
lier only child ; and as ihe was of a weak 
coiilHtution a|id a retired temper, almoli 
her whole employment was the care of my 
education. I have fbme faint remem- 
brance of hei' care and inftruAions. At a 
time wbfen I could not be more than tlu-ee 
years of gige,''fhe hericlf taught me Eng- 
liih, and witli fb much luccefs^ (as I had 
fbmething of a forward turn), that when 
I was four years old, I could read with 
pixfprictjr in anjr common book that ofC^r- 
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ed. She ftored my memory^ wliich wad 
then, very retentive, with many val^aable 
pieces^ chapters, and portions of icriptnrc, 
catechiims, hymns, and poems. My tem- 
per at that time ieemed quite fuitable to 
her wifhes : I had littie inclination to the 
noify iports of children, but was bell pica- 
fed when in her company, and always as 
willing to learn as Ihe was to teach mc. 
How Far the bell education may fall fliort 
of reaching the heart, will Ihoiigly appear 
in tiie fequel of my hillory : yet 1 tliink, 
for the encouragement of pious paients to 
go on in the good way, of doing tiieir part 
faithftiUy to tbnn their cliildrens miuds^ I 
may properly propofe mylelf as an in- 
llance. Though in procefs of time I fin- 
ned away aU tiie advantages of thele ear- 
ly imprefGous, yet they were for a great 
while a rellraint upon me ; tliey returned 
again and again, and it was very long be<Y 
fore I could wholly ihake tbcm off; and 
whecL the Lord at length opened my eyes, 
I found a great benefit from the recollec? 
tion of them. Further, my dear.mother. 
befiides the pains fhe took with me> ofida. • 
fcdnunended me with mauy igr^ic^exs. ^^ 



iears to God^ and I doubt not but I re^cp 
the fruits of theie prayers to this hour. 
. My mother obfenred my early progrefs 
with peculiar pleafiire^ and intended from 
the firft to bring me up with a view to the 
minilhy, if the Lord ihould €o incline my 
heart. In my fixth year I began to leani 
Latin ; but before I had time to know much 
about it, tJie intended plan of my educa- 
tion was broke ihort. ^The Lord's de- 

iigns were far beyond the views of an 
earthly parent : he was. pleafed to rcferve 
me for an tmufual proof of his patience, 
providence, and grace ; and therefore over- 
ruled the purpofe of my friends, by de- 
priving me of tliis excellent parent, when 
I was fbme thing under feven years old. I 
was bom the 24th July 1 725, and Ihe died 
the nth of that month, 1732. 

My father was then at fea, (he was a 
commander in the Mediterranean trade at 
that time) ; he came home the following 
year, and |bon after married again. Thus 
I palled into different hands. I was well 
treated in all otlier reQiecfb ; but die lofs 
of my mother's infbudtions was not repair- 
ed. I was now permitted to mingle wit]> 
4'fintJeXs and profane children^ and fixm be- 
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gaii to leani their wajs. Soon after my 
father's marriage I was £ent to a boardings 
ichool in Efiex^ where the imprudent feve-' 
rity of the mailer ahnoA: broke my ipirit^ 
and reHfli for books. With him I forn-ot 
the firfb principles and rules of arithmetic, 
which ray mother had tauglFit me years be^ 
fore. I ilaid there two years : ^ the lait 
of the two, a new uiher coming, who ob-« 
ibrred and fuited my temper, I took to the 
Latin wititi great eagcmefs ; fb that before 
I was ten years old, I reached and main* 
toined the firft poll in the iecond clafs^ 
which in th^t ichool read Tu//y and VirgiU 
I believe I was ptiihed forward too faft, and 
therefore not being grounded, I fbon loft 
all I had learned, (for I left ichool in my 
tenth year) ; and when I long afterward) 
undertook the Latin language from books^ 
I think 1 had little if any advantage from 
what I had learned befbre« 

My father's iecond maniage was from a 
family in Eflex ; and when 1 was eleven 
.years old, he took me with him to iea. He 
was a man of remarkable good ieiH^ and 
^tyat knowledge of the world ; lie tx>ol( 
great care of my morals, but couVi iwit^: 
ikj[>p}X vay mother's part. Wa.vvw'^ \ici«tt.. 



t aa ] 

educated himielf in Spain^ he al^^ays ol)« 
ferved an air of diflance and feverity iii 
his carriage, which overawed aftd dilcou- 
raged my fpirit. I was always in feaf wheA 
before him> and therefore he had the left 
influence. From that time to the year 
1 742 I made feveral voyages, but with con- 
fiderable intervals between, which were 
cliiefly {pent in the country, excepting a 
few months in my fifleenth year, when I 
was placed upon a very advantageous pro* 
fye& at AHcant in Spain s but my uniettled 
behaviour, and impatience of reibraint^ 
rendered that defign abortive. 

In this period, my temper and condud: 
Were exceedingly various. At fchool, or 
ihon after, I had litde concern about reli- 
gion, and eaiily received very ill impref^ 
dons. But I was often difburbed with con* 
▼idUons ; I was fond of reading from st 
child ; among other books, Bennefs chri" 
fiian Oratory oflen came in my way ; and 
though I underitood but little of it, the 
courieof life therein reconunended appear- 
ed very deflrablej and I was inclined to 
a:ttempt it. I began to pray, to read the 
Scripture, and keep a (bit of diary. I was 
jxrclentljr religious in my own eyes 5 bu^. 
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alas ! this (eeming goodnefs had no (olid 
foundation, but paded away like a morn- 
ing cloud, or the early dew. I was fbon 
weary, gradually gave it up, and became 
worfe than before t Inilead of prayer, I 
learned to ciuie and bla^heme, and was 
exceedingly wicked when Grora under mjr 
parents' view. All this was before I was 
twelve years old: About that time I had a 
dangerous fall from a horle ; I was thro\%Ti 
I believe within a few inches of a hedge- 
row newly cut down : I got no liurt ; but 
could not avoid taking notice of a graci- 
ous providence in my deliverance ; lor had 
I fell upon the Hakes, I had inevitably been 
killed. My confcience fuggelled to me the 
dreadful coniequences, if in fuch a Hate I 
had been fummoned to appear before God. 
I prefeiitly broke off from my profane 
pradices, and appeared quite altered ; but 
it was not long before I declined aoain. 
Thefeftniggles between fin and conscience 
were often repeated ; but tlic coniequcncc 
was, that every relapfe funk mc lUU into 
greater dej^ths of wickednef s, I was once 
rouzed by the lofs of an intimate com- 
panion. We had agreed to go on board.a 
•ixutn of war (I think it "W^ oict"^ &undji5\\ 
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but I providentially came too late ; the 
boat was overfct, and he and feveral otLMfirs 
were drowned. I was invited to the fline- 
ral of my play-fellow, and was exceeding- 
ly afTei^ted, to think that by a delay of a 
£tw minutes (which had much diipleafed 
and angered me, till I iaw the event) my 
life had been preferved. However, this 
likewife was fbrtn forgot. At another time 
the perufal of the Fanuly Inftruiior put mc 
upon a partial and tranfient reformation. 
In bnef, though I cannot. diftintEily relate 
particulars, I think I took up and laid 
adde a religious profeffion three or foui 
different times before I was fixteen yean 
of age : but all this wliile ray heart was 
iulincere. I often faw a neceflity of reli<« 
gion as a means of efcaping hell ; but ] 
loved (in, and was unwilling to forfake it. 
Inftances of this I can remember were fee* 
quent in the midft of all my forms j I was 
fo ilrangely blind and Ihipid, that {bme-^ 
times when I have been determined upon 
tilings which I kne^v were finful, and con- 
trary to my duty, I could not go on quiet- 
ly till I had firil difpatched my ordinary 
tafk of prayer, in which I have grudged 
0yery momentof my time \ and whentlijs 
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was fmifhed^ my conicience was in fome 
meaiure pacified^ and I could rulh into fol- 
ly with little remorfe. 

My lall reform was the moft remark- 
able^ 'both for degree and continuance. 
Of this period, at leaft of ibme part of it, 
I may fay in the ApolUe's words, '' After 
'* the ftridcft fed: of our religion, I lived 
*' a Pharifee." I did every tiling that 
might be expeAed from a perfon intirely 
ignorant of God's righteoufiiefs, and de- 
iirous to ctilabUfli his own. I f|>ent the 
greatjcft part of every day in reading the 
Scriptures, meditation and prayer. I fail- 
ed often ; I exen abftained from all ani- 
mal, food for three months ; I would hard- 
ly aniwer a quelUon, for fear of fpeaking 
an idle word. I feemed to bemoan my for- 
mer mifcaniagesvcry eamelUy, fbmetimes 
with tears. In fhort, I became an afcetic, 
and endeavoured, (b far as my fituation 
would permit, to renounce fbciety, that I 
might avoid temptation. I continued, ia 
this ierious mood (I cannot give it tf hi^*: 
er title) for more than two years, witliout 
' any confiderable breaddng off: but it was 
a poor religion ; it lefl me, in many r^- 
•§ie(Jts, under the power of l\i\> «xv.d'^ fe tar 

C ^' 
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tending me for the (ea again^ was think- 
ing how to fettle me in the world : but I 
had little life or fpirit for bufinefs : I knew 
but little of men and thinjrs. I was f<>iid 
of a vilionary fcheme of a contemplative 
life, a medley of religion, philofbphy, 
and indolence^ and was quite averic to the 
tlioughts of an indullrious application to 
bufinefs. At length a merchant in Liver- 
pool, an intimate friend of my father's, (to 
whom, as the inffa'ument of God's good- 
neft, I have flnce been cliiefly indebted for 
all my earthly comforts), propofed to fend 
me for fbme years to Jamaica, and to charge 
himfelf with the care of my future fortune. 
I coniented to this, and every thing was 
prepared for my voyage, I was upon the 
point of fetting out the following week. 
In the mean time my father fent me on 
ibme bufinefs to a place a few miles beyond 
Maidflone in Kent ; and this little journey, 
which was to have been only for three or 
four days, occafloned a fudden and re- 
markable turn, which roufed me from the 
habitual indolence I had contradled, and 
vuve rife to the feries of uiicomn^qoi. dii^ 
pcrnlations, of wliich you defire a ^or^ ^ar- 
iJculaJr account. So true it \s, ^i>£vi::^,^^ "^^^ 

C 2 *■' "^"^"l 
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'^ way of man is not in himfelf ; it is 
*^ not in man that walketh to direct his 
^' ilcps." 

I am afFedionately, 

Yours in the beft bonds. 

January 13. l^6l• 



tETTER 
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LETTER III. 



Dear Sir, 

A Few days before my intended Journey 
into Kcnt^ I received an iuvitatioa 
to vifit a family in that county.-^— They 
were dillant relations, but very intiinate 
friends of my dear mother. She died in 
their houfe ; but a coolnefs took place up- 
on my fatlier's i^cond marriage, and I had 
beard notliing of them for many years. 
A^my road lay within half a mile of their 
liouie, I obtained my father's leave to call 
on them. I was however very indifferent 
about it, and fbmetimes thought of paffing 
on : however I went- I was kno\Mi at firlt 
figh^ beibre I could tell my name, and met 
with the kindelt reception, as the child of 
a dear deceased friend. My friends had 

two daughters The eldeit (as I under- 

llood fbme years afterwards) had been of- 
^en coniidered by her mother and mine, as 
^ fixture wife for me, from the time of lier 
Virth. I know indeed tliat intimate fiiends 
frequently amufe thcmfclve^ vatlvCvLclvdl.- 



:-^ 
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ft ant profpecT:s for tlieir children, and tliat 
they mifcarry much oftner tiian lucceed. 
I do not fay that my mother predicted 
^hat was to happeii, yet there was fbme- 
tliino- remarkable in the manner of its ta- 
king place. All interconrfe between the 
families liad been lono^ broken ofl' ; I was 
going into a foreign countiT> and only 
called to pay a hally Tiflt; and this I (he 11 id 
not have thouirht of, but for a melTiioc re- 
ceived jult at that crifis (for I had not 
been invited at any time before). Thus 
tlie circumllances were precarious in the 
highell degree^ and the event was^as ex- 
traordinary; Almoft: at the firll fight of 
tills giii (for (he was then under fourteen) 
I was imprefled with an affeiflion for Iier, 
which never abated or loll its influence a 
i ingle moment in my heart from tliat hour. 
In degree, it actually equalled all that the 
writers of romance have imagined ; in du- 
ration, it was unalterable, I fbon loll all 
fenfe of religion, and became deaf to the 
remonllranccs of confcicnc e and pinidcnce ; 
but my regard for her was always the fainc ; 
and i may perliaps 'i-enture to fay, that 
none of the fcenes of mifcry and wicked- 
ncfs I afterwards expcxicnccd, ever banini** 
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eel her a (ingle hour together from my 
waking thoughts, for the ievcn foUowhig 
years. 

Give me leave. Sir, to refleA a little up* 
on this unexpecled .incident, and to con* 
liclcr its influence upon my future life, dnd 
liow far it was lubiei'vicut to tJie views of 
divine Providence concerning me, wldch 
i'ccxn to have been twofold : that by being 
^A en up ibr a while to tlie confequeuccs 
oi' my own wilfulnels, and aftenvards rc- 
rluiiued by a high Iiand, my csiic, lb far as 
it Ihould be known, might be botli a waiii- 
iii;.^*" and an encouragement to others. 

In the firll place, hardly any thing Ids 
than tills violent and commanding paiiion, 
would have been fuillcient to awaktai me 
from the dull melancholy liabit I liad con- 
trai'tcd. I was almoil a mif;inthrope, not- 
with (landing I ib much admired tlie pic* 
tures of virtue and benevolence as drawn 
by Lord Shaftefbury ; but now my reluc- 
tance to acrive life was overpowered at 
ofnce, and I was willing to be or to do any 
toting wliich might fubierve the accompliih- 
mentof my wifhes sj^fbme future time. 

I'sirther, when I zuterwards made fhip^ 
iivreck of faitii^ liope^ and coikSsfwosttu^^-'GW}' 
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feve to tliis perfbn was the only remaining 
principle which in any degree fupplied 
their place ; and the bare poifibility of fee- 
ing her again^ was the only prefent and 
obvious means of reftraining me from the 
moil horrid defigns againll myfelf and 
otliers. 

But tlien the ill cfFeAs it brought upon 
me counterballanced thefe advantages* 
The inter\'al ufually IHled tlic time of 
courtihip, is indeed a pleafing part of life, 
where there is a mutual affection^ the coii- 
fent of friends, a reafbnable profped: as to 
iettlement, and the whole is conducted in 
a prudential manner, and in fubordinatiou 
to tlltf will and fear of God* When tilings 
are thu& (ituated, it is a bleffing to be fiil* 
ceptive of the tender pailions; but when 
thefe concomitants are Wanting, what we 
call love is the molt tormenting palfion in 
it/elf^ and tlie moll deilrucitive in its confj^ 
quencesy that can be named. And tlicy 
were all wanting in my cafe. I durfl not 
mention it to her friends, or to my own, 
nor indeed for a confiderable time to her- 
ielf, as I could make uo propolals: it re* 
mained as a dark fire, locked up in my 
t^tvjj brcall, n'iiich gave me a conilaut 
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Tineafi]ie{l. By introduciiio^ an idolatrous 
regard to a creature, it greatly weakened 
my fenle of religion, and made farther 
way for the entrance of infidel principles ; 
and tliougli it feemed to proinile ^'reat 
tilings, as an incentive to diligence and 
aAi^ity in life, in reality it perfomied 
uotliing. I oflen formed mighty projetfta 
in my mind of what I would willingly do 
or fiiffer for tlie fake of her I loved ; yet 
^hile I cpuld have her company, I was 
incapable of forcing myielf away, to im* 
prove oj^ortunities that offered. Still leis 
could it do in regulating my manners. It 
did ziot prevent me from, engaging in s^ 
long train of excels and riot, utterly un-* 
worthy the honourable preteniions I had 
formed. And though, through the won- 
derfnl interpofition of Divine Goodnef;, 
the maze of my follies was at lengtli uii-i 
ravelled, and my wiihes crowned in fuch 
a manner as overpaid my fiifi'eiings; yet 
J am fure I would not go tiirough the laiiie 
ieries of trouble again, to poitefs all the 
treaAircs of both the Indies, I ha^e en.! 
large&i more than I intended on this point, 
as pt-rhaps thefe papers may be ulctul to 
C'Ai'TJon others agaiuft md\\V^Tv<g^v^xv.'^xN.* 
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p:5Vernal)le paffioii, by my paiurul e\'p^-» 
rience. How often may fuch heatlilrono* 
Votaries be faid " To fbw the wind^ and 
*^ to reap the whirlwind." 

My heart bein^- now fixed and i netted 
to a paiticnlar objeot, I cordidcrcd eveiy 
thinrr I was «oncemed ^vith in a new liffht* 
I conchided it would be abfidutely impofi 
fible to live at Ihch a dillance as Jamaica^ 
for a term of four or five years, and tliere- 
fbre determined, at all events, that I would 
not go. I could ndt bear either to acquaint 
my father with the true reafbn, or to in- 
vent a falie one ; therefore, without taking; 
any notice to him why I did fb, I Hayed 
three weeks, inftead of three days, in Kent, 
till I thought (as it proved) the opportu- 
nity would be loll, and the ihips failed. I 
then returned to London. I had highly 
diipleafed my father by tliis difbbedience ; 
but lie was more eafily reconciled than I 
could liave expecfred. In a little time I 
failed with a friend of his to Venice. In 
tliis voya;re I was ex]>o{ed to the comi>any 
and ill example of the common iailors, a« 
mon^ wJiom I ranked. Importunity and 
o;>;><>il:unity prelenting every day, I once 
jutf're began to relax from Uke CoVirkty ai\d- 
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ovdei' which I had obfer\'ed^ in (bine de- 
gree, for more than two years — I was (bme* 
times pierced with {liarp coiivicflions ; but 
though I made a few faint eiforts to Hop, 
I never recovered from this declenfion, as 
I had done from leveral before : I did not, 
indeed, as yet turn out profligate; but I 
was making large llridcs towards a total 
apoftacy from God. The moil remarkable 
check and alarm I receiveti (and, for wliat 
I know, the lait) was by a dream, whicJi 
made a ^ery flrong, though not an abiding 
imprelfion ujwn my mind. 

TJie coufideration of who I am writinjr 
to, renders it ueedlefsfor me cither to en- 
ter upon a diicuilion of the nature of 
■dreams in general, or to make an apology 
for recordiug my own. Thole who ac- 
knowledge Scripture, will allow tliat there 
have been monitory and fupematural 
dreams, evident conuiiunicatioiis fromhea-^ 
ven, either direding or foi'ctrlliiig future ■ 
events : and thofe who arc acquaiiited 
with tlic hiilory and experience of tht 
]>eople of God, are well ali\u*ed, that liich 
ihthuations have not been totally with^ 
7teki iu any period down to the prelent 
times* Realbu^ far fixjui contradicting tliis 
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fuppofition, ftrongly pleads for it, where 
the procefs of reafbning is rightly under* 
liood> and carefully purfued. So that a 
late eminent writer ♦, who, f-prefume, is 
not generally charged with enthnfiafhi, 
iinderCakes to prove, that the phaenomcf 
non of dreaming is inexplicable at leall, if 
not abfblutely impoffible, without taking 
in the agency and intenxntion of {piritual 
beings, to us invifible. I would refer the 
incredulous to him. For my own part, I 
can fay, without fcruple, *^ The dream is 
*^ certain, and the interpretation there- 
*' of fure." I am fure I dreamed to "the 
following efie<fi ; and I cannot doubt, from 
wliat I have (een fince, that it had a diredt 
and eafy application to my own circum- 
fiances, to the dangers in. which I was 
about to plunge myfelf, and to the uiunc- 
rited deliverance and mercy which God 
would be pleafed to afford me in tlie time 
of my dillrels. 

Though I have wrote out a relation of 
this dream more than once for others, it 
has happened, that I never refcned a copy; 
but the principal incidents ait^ rib 'deeply 
ingraven on my memoiy, tliat I believe I 

* Baxicx on the vii httrfU. 



C 37 ] 
am not liable to any conflderable varia* 
lions in repeating the account. The fcene 
preiented to my imagination was the har- 
bour of Venice, where we had lately been. 
i thought it was night, and my watch up- 
on the deck ; and that as I was walking to 
and fro by myfelf, a peribn came to me, 
(I do not remember from whence), and 
brought me a ring, with an exprefs charge 
to keep it carefully ; afTuring me, tliat 
while I preferred that ring, I ihould be hap- 
py and fuccefsfol; but, if I loft or parted 
with it, I mull exped: nothing but trouble 
and mi{ery« I accepted the preient and 
the terms willingly, not in the leall doubt- 
in or my o^vn care to preferve it, and high- 
ly fatisfied to have my Iiappinefs in my 
own keeping; I was engaged in theie 
thoughts, when a fecond peribn came to 
me, and obfer\'ing the ring on my finger, 
took occafion to afk me fbihe quelUons 
concerning it. I i*eadily told liim iti» nr- 
tues, and his anfwer expreded a furpnze 
at my weakncfs, in ex^^eiEling fuch eHTeds 
iroifi a ringr I tliink he reaibned widi me 
{bme tun&eiupon the impofubility of the 
ihing, and at length urged me, in direct 
(crms^ to throw it away. Atfiift:, Vn^^Si 
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fiiocked at the proposal, but his infinua** 
fions prevailed. I be^au to rcafbn and 
doubt myielf, and at lail plucked it off my 
Hnger^ and dropped it over fSie flnp's (ide 
iuto the water, vrLidfi it had no Iboner 
touched^ tlian I £aw^ the fame inftant, a 
terrible fire btfrfl out from a range of the 
mountains, (a part of the Alps),r%vhicfa ap-^ 
peared at fbine diflance behind the city 
of Venice^- I faw the hftls as diilint^ aft 
if a%vakc, and diev were all in flames. I 
perceived too late my foUy. ; and my temp-- 
ter, with an air of infult, informed mc,. 
that all the meiry God had in re^iTe foi* 
rate was compi*ifed in that ritigy^ which I 
]iad wilfully .tlirown away. I undcHlood 
that I mult now go witli hiftn to the bum-' 
ing mountains, and that all the flames I 
faw were kindle<{ upon my account. I trem - 
bled, and was in ar great agony? fb that 
it was furpnfing I did nttt then awake : 
but my dreamp continued, and %\'hen I 
thought my (elf upoA the point of a con- 
llraincd departure, and flood, felf-con* 
liemned^ witliout plea or ho}^, fuddenly, 
either a tliird perfcn, or tlie fame whi> 
brought the ring at fiiil, came to me, ( t 
a:ii2iot ccjt.iin which)., aiul demanded thje 
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caii(e of my grief. I told Iiim tlie ]>liim 
cafe, coiifcffing; that I ha;l rjjined ^nyfclf 
^-ilfally, aiid defer>'ccl no phy- H: V i;:nicd 
my ralhneis, and afkcd ii i fhcruld be wifcr, 
iiippolliig I liad my riijj a^.iin ? ! covJd 
hardly anfw«r to tliis; tor J tliow^vlft it 
was gone beyond recall. I believe, indeed^ 
I had not time to anfwcr, befon ■ 1 lliAv tliis 
unexpected fiicnd go dowii lu^der t!ie wa- 
ter, juil in the ipot where I had dro]>pcd 
it, and he fbon returned, hrb»;in<»; the riijg 
with him. Tlie moment he ranie on board, 
the flames in the mountains ■; ere exti-i- 
guifliedj^. and my feducer left ne. Then 
was *' the prey taken from the hand of 
'^ the miglity, and tlie lawful captive de-- 
'^ Kvered.** My fears wci*e at an ^nd, and 
with joy and gratitude I approached my 
kind deliverer to receive tlie ling again ^ 
but he refuicd to return it, and Ipoke to 
tliis effect : "If you iliould be iutrufted 
<* witli this ring a^auiy^.you would vcrj- 
*^ fbon bring yourlelf into tlie lame di-^ 
<*' llreis; you arc not able to keep it; but 
*^ 1 will j>reierve it for you, and wheiievcc 
^ it is needful, will produce it in \*fur bc- 

■:tf ^'ftlf." Upon this I awolsf,ii'i :i iUte' 

. ^f r.'ind not to be dclcvibcd\ i iiomXOl W'^^k-^ 
■ i. . . Da "^1 
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ly eat or fleep, or tranfaet my neceflary 
bufinefs for two or three days; but die 
impreffion (bon wore off, and in a little 
time I totally forgot it; and I think it 
lla^dly occurred to my mind again, till Se- 
veral years afterwards. It will appear, ^n 
the courie of thefe papers, that a tixticf 
came^when I found myfelf incircumftancei 
very nearly refembling thofe fuggeiled by 
this extraordinary di^eam, when I flood 
lielplefs and hopeleis upon the brink of an 
awful eternity : and I doubt not, but had 
tlie eyes of ^ny mind been then opened^ I 
ihould have feen my grand enemy, who 
liad feduced me, wilfully to renounce and 
call, away my religious profefiion, and to 
involve myit;lf in tlie mofl complicated 
crimes ; I lay, I ihould probably have feeu 
him pleated witli my agonies, and waiting 
ifor a permiiiion to ieize and bear away my 
fi>ul to his place of torment. I fhould per- 
haps have feen like wife that Jksus, whom 
i had perlecuted and defied, rebuking the 
adverfary, challenging me for Ids own, as 
a> brand plucked out of the fire, and fay- 
ing, ** Deliver liim from going down into 
*^ the pit; I have fciud a ranfbm/' How- 
#fei> though I faw not thefe tliini^'i^ I 
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found the benefit ; I obtained raerty> The 
Lord anAvered for me in the day of mj< 
dillrcfs; and, bleired be his name, he whm 
rellored the rin^, (or what was (igniiled 
by it), vouchlafes to keep it. O what an 
unspeakable comf bii: is tliis, tliat I am not 
in mine own keeping ! *^ TJie Lord \^ my 
** fiiepherd:" I Jiave been enabled totrult 
my all iji his hands, and I know in whom 
I Jiave believed. Satan Hill delires to have 
me, til at he might lift me as wheat ; but my 
Sa\ iour lias prayed for me, that my faith 
may not faiL Here is my fecurity and 
power; a bulwark, agahiil which the gutci 
of liell cannot prexail. But for tliis, ma« .. 
»y a time and often (if poflible) I fhould 
liave milled myfcrlf fmce my lirlt deliver- 
ance, nay, I (liould fall, and Ihnr.ble, and 
periili Hill, after all that the Lord Jias done 
for me, if his f lithfulncls was not engt*. 
ged in my behalf, to be my fun and (liieldl 
even unto death. — " Bids the Lord, O mjr 
<^ fouU" . . . 

Notidng very remarkable occurred iir \ 
tlie following part of tliat voyage. I x^< 
tmned home December 1 74;, and (uon af« 
ter repeated my vilit to Kent, ^vyherc I pro*? 
traclcd vaj itay in the iksac \s£\^TVi^«3!jSi^ 
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itiaiiner 1 had done before, wliicli agaitt 
difappointed my father's defigns in my fa- 
vour, and almoft provoked him to dilbwii 
me. Before any thing Aiitable offered a- 
gain^ I was imprclfedy (owing entirely to 
my own thoughtlefs condiM^t^ which was 
all of a piece), and put on board a ten- 
der j it was at a critical juncture, when the 
French fleets w6re hovering upon our coall^ 
£6 that my father wjts incapable to procure 
my relcaie. In a few days I was lent on 
board the Harwich man of war at the Nore : 
r entered herfe upon quite a new fcene of 
life, and endured much hardlhip for about 
a month. My father was then willing that 
I fhould remain in the navy, as a war was 
daily expecfted, and }>rocured me a recom* 
mendation to tlib Captain, who took me 
upon the quaitcr-deck as a midiliipman^ 
I had now an eafy life as to externals, and 
might have gained rcfjpec^ t hut my mind 
was un fettled, and my behaniour very in- 
diflVrent. I here met witli companions 
wlio completed the ruin of my principles ; 
and though I afledled to talk of virtuey 
and was not fb outwardly abandoned as 
afterwards, yet my delight and habitual 
yv9dic^ was wickedaefs^ My chief inti^ 
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ifaate was a peribn of exceeding good na« 
tural talents, and much obiervation: he 
was the greateil maiter of what is call- 
ed the free^thinking fchepie I remember to 
have met witli^ and knew how to infinu- 
ate his fentiments in the moil plaoiible 
way — ^And his zeal was equal to his ad- 
drefs ; he could hardly have laboured more 
in the caufe^ if he had expeAed to j>ain 
heaven by it« Allow me to add, wliile I 
think of it, that this man^ whom I honour- 
ed as my mailer, and whoie prai^ce I a** 
dopted fi) eagerly^ perilhed in the fame way 
as I expected to hajre done. I have been 
told, tliat he was overtaken in a voyajjc 
fron^Liibon w^tl^^a violent iiorm ; the 
veilefand people eicaped, but a great il-a 
brajce on board, and Avept liim into eter- 
nity .-^s^—— Thus the Lord fpares or pvniflics 
according to liis ibvereign pleafui:e ! But 
to return — I was fond of liis company, and 
. having. mylelf a (mattering of books, was 
eager enough to Ihew my reading* He 
fbcn perceived my cafe, that I had not 
wholly broke through the rellraints of con- 
ft;ience, and therefore did not fhock me at 
iirfl with too broad intimations of hi? de- 
fi^n; he rathcFj as I tiiow^VvX^ ^^<a?i^t ^>.- 
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Tonrably of religion; but when he had 
gained my confidence, he began to fpeak 
plainer; and perceiving my ignorant at- 
tachment to tlie CharaaerifticSy he joiiied 
iilue with me upon tliat book, and convin- 
ced me, that I had never iinderlVood it. In 
a word, he fb plied me Avit h obje<R'ions and 
arguments, tliat my depraved liecirt was 
fbon gained, and I entered into Iiis plan 
with all my fjnrit. Thus, like an unwary 
Tailor who quits his }H>rt jiilt befbi-e a ri- 
Hug llonn, I renounced tlie hopes and com- 
0fp:ts of the gofpel, at the very time wlieii 
every other comfort was about to fail me. 
In December 1 744 the Harwich was in 
the Downs, bound to the Ealt Indies* The 
Captam gave me liberty to gt> on ihore for 
a day ; but without confulting pmdeiue, 
or regarding conicquences, I took' horle, 
and following tlie dictates of my reilleis 
pailion, I went to take a lall leave of licr 
I loved. I had little fatisfai^tion in tlie 
intcniew, as I was lenlible that I was ta- 
king pains to multiply my own troubles. 
The fhoi-t time I could Hay parted like a 
dream, and on New-year's day 1 745 I t»ok 
my leave to return to tlie fliip. The Cup- 
taJu ri'us prevailed on to excufe luy .ftb- 
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fences but this ra(h jflcp (efpecially as it 
was not the fuil liberty of the kind I hacl 
taken) highly difplealed him, and loft me 
his favour, which I never recovered. 

At length' wc failed from Spithead vrith 
a very liurge fleet* We put into Torbay 
with a chalige of witid, but it returning 
fair again, we failed the next day. Seve" 
ral of our fleet were loft in attempting to 
leave that place ; but the following night 
the whole fleet was greatly endangered 
upon the coaft of Cornwall, by a florm 
from the fbuthsvard* The darknefs of tM^ 
night, and the number of the vefTels, o^^ 
cafioned much confuiion and damage. Our 
fliip, though feveral times in imminent 
danger of being run down by other veflels, 
efcaped unhurt ; but many fuil ered much^ 
particularly the Admiral. This occafioned 
our putting back to Plymouth. 

While we lay at Plymouth I heard that 
toy father^ who had interett in fbme of the 
ihips lately loft, was come down to Torbay* 
He had a coxinec^on at that time with the 
African company. I thought if I could 
get to him, he might eafjly introduce me 
into that fervite, which would be better 
diau purfuing a long uncertain voyage to 
the^ EajH Indies. It vras a maxoa ^vxicw ts^?^ 
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in tlioie unhappy days, iievsr to deliberate ; 
the thought hardly occurred to me, but I 
was refolved to leave the fhip at all events : 
I did fo, and in the wrongell manner pol- 
iible. I was fcnt one day in tlie boat, to 
take care that none of tlic people delert* 
ed, but I beti-ayed my tnilt, and went off 
myfelf. I knew not what road to take, 
and durft not afk, for ^^r of being fu£* 
pecTted ; yet having (bme general idea of 
the country, I guefled right, and w)»cii I 
had travelled ibme iniles, I found, u}^n 
^^jniry, that 1 was on the road to Dart" 
^K>uth. All went finootlily that daj^ , and 
port of the next ; 1 walked apace, and ex- 
pe<%ed to have been with my father in a- 
t>out two hours, when I was met by a finall 
party of ibldiers : I could not avoid or de- 
ceive them. They brought me bark to 
Plymouth ; I walked through the Itreets 
guarded like a felon — My heart was full 

of indignation, fliame, and fear. 1 was 

confined two days in the guardhoufe, then 
ient on board my (hip, kept a wMlc in irons^ 
then publicly llripped and whipped, after 
which I was degraded from my criice, and 
all my former companions fcrbiitclcii 'o 
iJjevv me the leail favour, or even to l^^eak 
^c^ me* As luidihipnisai 1 lvAd\iee\\ ^;^\\\^ 
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tied to Come command^ whicli (being fbf& 
ciently haughty and vain) I had not boen 
backward to exerts I was now in my 
turn brought down to a level with the low 
ell, and expo£bd to the infults of all* 

And asmy prefent fitnation was uncomfor« 
table^ my future profpeiEh were ftill worfe ; 
the evil* I iiiiTered were likely to grow hea- 
vier every day. While ray catatailroplie 
was recent^ the officers^ and my quondam 
brctliren^were {bmethingdilpoled to fcreen 
me from ill uiage ;. but during the little 
time I remained with them aftenvard|^ 
I found t]iem cool very fall in their endcj^^ 
vonrs to protecl me. Indeed tliey could 
not avoid it, without running a great rifk 
of fliaring with me ; for the Captabi, tho* 
hi genersd a humane man, who behaved 
>ery well to tlie iliip's company, was al* 
moil implacable m his relentment when he 
had been greatly ofiended, and took {eve** 
ral occadouj to ihcw himfclf fb to me, and 
the voyage was expected to be (as it pro-f 
\ed) for five years. Yet I think no thin j^ 
I either felt or feared dillreiled me fo muclt 
as to fee myfelf thus forcibly toni away 
fiom the objeifl of my aflfedions, under a 
^^ceat impillj^bility of fceiw^ 1\'ct -aL^^viv^ 
^uJ! A mucli greater of rctuYX&a^Vtw&LO^'a». 
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manner as would give me hopes of feeing 
her mine. Thus I was as miferable on all 
hands as could well be imagined. Mybreall 
was filled with the mofl excruciating paf^ 
ilons^ eager defire, bitter rage^ and biack 
defpair. — Every hour e^cpofed me to fbme 
new infult and hardfhip, with no hope of 
relief or mitigation ; no friend to take my 
part^ or to lillen to my complaint. Whe- 
ther I looked inward or outward^ I could 
perceive nothing but darknefs and mifery. 
1 think no cafe, except that of a confcience 
^^punded by the wrath of God, could be 
^TOore dreadful than mine : I cannot exprefs 
with what wifhfulnefs and regret I call my 
lad looks upon the Englifh (hore ; I kept 
my eyes fixed upon it, till the fliip's di«» 
fiance increating, it infenflbly difappear- 
ed ; and when I could fee it no longer, 1 
was tempted to tlux>w myfelf into the fea, 
which (according to the wicked fyflem I 
had adopted) would put a period to all 
my forrows at once. But the fecrct hand 
of God reflrained me. ^elp me to praife 
him, dear Sir, for his wonderful goodnefk 
to the moil unworthy of all his creatures. 
I am 

Your moft oUlpUi fen-ant. 
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LETTER IV. 



bear Sir, 

T Hough i defired your inftrudions as 
to the manner and extent of theie 
knemoirsi I began to write before I received 
them^ and had ahnoil finifhed the prece- 
ding flieet when your favour of the iitli 
came to liand. I (hall find anotlier occa* 
fion to acknowledge my icnfe of your kiii^ 
expreifions of fnendihip^ wliich I pray the 
Lord I may never give you caufe to repent 
or withdraw : at prefent I /ball confine 
myielf to what more particularly relates 
to the talk afiigned me. I ihall obey you^ 
Sir, in taking notice of tlie little incidents 
yott recall to my memory, and of others of 
the like nature, which, without your di-» 
recbion, I ilhould have thought too trivial, 
and too much my own to de{erve mention-, 
ing. When I began the eight letters, I in- 
tended to fay no more of myielf tlian might 
be neceilary to illuflrate the wonders of 
divine Providence and gi'ace in the lead- 
ing turns •^ny life ; but 1 9ic.CicraK!i)L. ^tss^ic 
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judgment a fufficient warrant for enlar<«- 
giiig my plan. 

Amongll other tilings^ you defired a 
more explicit accoimt of the ftate and 
progrefs of my coiutfhip, as it is nfually 
phrafed. This was the point in which I 
thought it efpecially hecame me to be very 
brief ; but 1 fubmit to you ; and this feems 
a proper place to refume it, by telling you 
how it ilood at the time of my leaving 
England. When my inclinations firll dif- 
covered themfelvcs, both parties were (b 
j^onng, that no one but mylelf confidered 
It in a ferious view. It ferved for tea-table 
talk ambngil our fiiends, and nothing 
farther was expected from it. But after- 
wards, when my paflion feemed to have 
abiding effeiTts, fo that in an interval of 
two years it was not at all abated, and 
el})ecially as itoccafioned me to atft with- 
out any reg-ard to prudence or intcrell, or 
my father's defigns, and as tliere was a 
coolnefs between liim and tlie family^ her 
parents began to con Ader it as a matter of 
coniequence ; and when I took my laib 
leave of them, her mother, at the fame 
tune (he exprciled tlie moll tender afl'ec* 
i/an JvAdCj as if I had been ||^r own child, 

tcMi 
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told me^ That though (he had ho objHr* 
tious to make, upon a fuppofition that at 
a maturer age there (hould be a probabi- 
lity of our engaging upon a prudent pro- 
fpeA ; yet as things then llood^jfhe thought 
herfelf obliged to interfere ; and therefore 
defired I would no more tliiiik of return- 
ing to their houfe (unlefs her daugliter 
was from home) till fuch time as I could 
either prevail witli myfelf entirely to give 
*iip my pretenfions, or could allure her that 
I had my father's exprefs confent to go on. 
Much depended on Mrs N * * * * **s part in 
this affair ; it was fbmething difhcult ; but 
though (he was young, S^Jy ^^^ quite uii- 
pradtifed in fuch matters, (he was dired:ed 
to a happy medium. A pofitive encourage- 
ment, or an abibluterefufal, would have 
been attended with cqtistl> though differ- 
ent difad vantages. But without much ilu» 
dying about it, I found her always upon 
her guard : (he had penetration to fee her 
abfblute power over me, and prudcncfe ta 
make a proper ufe of it ; fhe would nciihei* 
nnderiland my lunts, nor give me room to 
come to a direA explgination. Slic has faid 
.fince, that from the fiiil difcove>^:of my 
y^gardj and long before thft ^feiiv^iss-'^-^'^ 
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agreeable to her, (he had often an tmac«( 
countable impreflion upon her mind, that 
iboner or later fhe fhould be mine. Upou 

• jthefe terms we parted. 

I now return to my voyage. During 
our paflage to Madeira I was a prey to the 
moil gloomy thoughts. Thoutrh I had well 
deferved all I met witli, and the Captain 
might have been jullified if he had carried 
his refentment ilill farther; yet my pride 
at that time fuggefled that I had been 
grofsly injured s and this £o far wrought; 
upon my wicked hearty that I aduall/ 
formed deiigns againil his life ; and this 
was one reafbn that made me willing to 
prolong my oivn. I was fbmetimes divi* 
ded between tlie two^ not tanking it prac* 
ticable to effect both. Hie Lord had now 
to appearance given me up to judicial 
harduefs ; I v«ras capable of any thing. I 
Iiaci not the Icaft fear of God before my. 
eyes, nor (io far as I remember) the Icalt 
lenfibility of confcience. I was poileiled 

« of ih' Itrong a fpiiit of deluflon that I be- 

' " ' '■ lieved ray own lie, and was firmly pcrfiia- 

ded, til at ailer death I fhould ceafe to he* 

• — Yet the Lord preierved me I— Some in-\ 

U'Jials of ibber refijpfftion would a^t time« 
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ttike place : when I have chofcn death ra« 
ther than life^ a ray of hope would comdf 
in^ (though there was little probability for 
iuch a hope)^ that I ihould yet (ee better 
days ; that I might again return to Eng- 
land^ and have my wifhes crowned, if I 
did not wilfully throw myfelf away. In 
a word, my love to Mrs N * * * * * was now 
the only reftraint I had left. Though I 
neither feared God nor regarded men, I 
could not bear tliat Jhe fhould think mean- 
ly of me when I was dead. As in tlie out- 
ward concerns of life, the weakelt means 
are oflen employed by divine Pro\ddeiice 
to produce great eifeAs, beyond tlieir com- 
mon influence, (as when a diieafe, for in- 
Itance, has been removed by a fright), lo 
I found it then ; this (Ingle thought, whidi 
liad not rditrained me fromi a thoufaud 
ioialler evils, proved my only and effectual 
barrier againil the greatell and raoit fatal 
temptations. How long I could have fiip- 
ported this conflii^, or what, humanly 
ipeaking, would have been tlie conic- 
quence of my continuing in that (ituatiou^ 
i- cannot £iy; but the Lord, whom I little 
tilonght of, knew my danger, and was 
pdbqrridin^ for ^y deliyeravL^c. 

E 3 ^"*^^ 
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Two tilings I had determined when at 
Plymouth^ that I would not go to India, 
and that I wotJd go to Guinea ; and iuch 
indeed was tf|e Lord's will concerning 
me ; but tlitfjr were to be accompHihed 
in His way, Tiot in my own. We had 
l>ecii now at Madeira fbme time t the bu* 
fuieis of the fleet was compleated, and 
we were to fail the following day. On 
that memorable monung I was late in 
bed, and had flept longer, but that one 
of the midiliipmcu (an old companion) 
came down, and, between jeft and earned, 
bill me rife ; and as I did not i.nmediately 
eomply, he cut down the hammock or bed 
ill vrhich I lay, which fbrced me to dreis 
luylclf. I was very angry, but durll not 
relent it, I was little aware how much Iiis 
(Caprice aiTected me, and that tliis perfbn, 
who had no deiigii in what he did, was 
tiie meflengcr of God*s providence. I laid 
Httle, but went upon deck, where I that 
juoment {aw a man putting his deaths in- 
to a boat, who told mc, he was going to 
leave us. Upon inquiring, 1 was inform* 
cd, that two men from a Guinea fhip, 
which lay near us, had entered on board 
r/je Harwich, and that tlic Commodore, 
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(the prefent Sir George Pocock), had or« 
dered the Captain to iend two otliers in 
their room. M7 heart inllantly burned 
Hke fire. ■ ■! hegged the boat might be 
detained a few minutes ; I ran to the Lieu- > 
tenants, and intreated thenf to intercede 
witli the Captain that I might be diimiifed 
upon tliis occaiion. Though 1 liad been 
formerly upon ill terms with thele ofTicers, 
and had di^bliged them all in their tuni% 
yet they had pitied my cale, and welf 
ready to ferve me now. The Captain, who 
when we were at Plymoutli liad refuled to. 
exchange me, tliough at the requcil of 
Admiral Medley, was now eaiily prevailed 
on. 1 believe, in little more than half an 
hour from my being allcep in my bed, I 
£iw myfclf dilchaiged, and faf e on board 
another (hip. This was one of the many 
critical turns of my life, in wliich the Lord 
was plealed to difplay his providence and 
care, by canting many unexpected circum*- 
ibinces to concur in almoin an iuiiant of. 
time. Thefe fudden opportunities were 
ieveral times repeated ; each of tliem 
brouv;ht me into an entire new Icene of 
atftion, and they were ufuall^ delayed, ta 
aUnoft the loll moment in vrh&t^t^gi^ .c$^^lM^ 
AAfee fallen place. * 
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The fliip I went on board was bound td 
Sierra Leon^ and the adjacent parts of what 
is called the windward coaft of Africa. The 
commander^ I found, was acquainted with 
my father ; he received me veiy kindly, 
and made fair profeifions of ailiflance ; 
and I believe he would have b^en my 
friend : but without making the leaft ad- 
vantage of fbrmer miltakes and troubles, 
turfued the lame courfe ; nay, if poilible, 
*?ted much woHe* On boai*d the Har- 
wich^ though my principles were totally 
corrupted, yet, as upon my firll going 
there I was in ibme degree (laid and fen-' 
bos, the remembrance of this made me 
afhamed of breakiug out in that notorious 
manner I could otherwiie have indulged^ 
But now entering amongit ib*angers, I 
trould appear without difguife ; and I well 
Remember, that while I was paffing from 
the one (hip to the other, this was one rea- 
Ibn why I rejoiced in the exchange, and 
one reRciS^ion I made upon the occadon, 
viz, ^' That I now might be as abandoned 
^' as I plea(ed, without any controul ;'.' and 
from, this time I was exceedingly vile in- 
deed, little if any thing fliort of that ani- 
ntated deicription of an almoit irrecover-' 
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'fMe ftate^ which we have in 2 Peter ii. x 4* 
I not only finned with a high hand my^f^^y. 
ielf, but made it my ftudy to tempt andr"'*- 
ieduce otliers upon every occafion ; nayy 
I eagerly fought occafion, fbiuetimes to my* 
own hazard and hurt. One natural con- 
iequence of this carriage was, a lofs of tlie 
favour of my new Captain ; not that he 
was at all religious, or difliked my wick« 
ednefs any further than it affei^ed his in^ 
tereft, but I became caj^elefs and diibbe^ 
dient : I did not pleaie him, becaufe I did 
not intend it } and as he was a man of an 
odd temper likewife, we the more eafily 
difagreed. BdGldesj I had a little of that 
unlucky wit, wlikh can do little more tlian 
multiply troubles and enemies to its poi^ 
ieflbr ; and, ttpon.ibme imagined afiront, 
I made a fi>ng, in which 1 ridiculed his 
ihip, liis defigns, and his pei fbn^ and fbon 
taught it to the whole (hip's company. 
Such was the ungrateful return I made for 
his offers of fiieixdiiiip and ptx>te«!lion. I 
had mentioned no names, but tlie allufion 
was plain, and he was no llrauger cither to 
t!ie intention or the author.— -«-I fbali Ciy 
no more of tliis part of my ilory ; let it 
be buried in eternal fUence* — — ^li>xt-ki.TiN» 
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liDt be fUent from the praife of that gracrf 
which couldpardon^that blood which could 
^xpiate^ fuch fins as mine : Yea, '' the E- 
'^ thiopian may thange his fkin, and the 
*' leopard his fpots," finte I^ who was the 
willing flave of every evil, poflefled with a 
legi^ of imcleau Ipirits, have been fpa-* 
red^ and favcd, iind changed, to Hand as 
a n^pnument of Lis almighty power for 

«ver. 
Thus I went on for about fix months^ 
by which time the fliip was preparing to 
leave the coall. A few days before fhe 
iailed the Captain died. I was not upon 
much better terms with his mate, who now 
fucceeded to the command, and had, up- 
on fbme occafion, treated me ill« I made 
no doubt but if 1 went with him to the 
Well Indies, he would put me on board a 
man of war ; and this, from what I had 
known already, was more dreadful to me 
than death. To avoid it, I determined to 
remain in Africa, and amuied myfelf with 
many golden dreams, that here I fhotdd 
find an opportunity of improving my for» 
tune. 

There are IHU upon that part of the 
cojtlt a few white men ftttled, (and there 
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^ere many more at the time I was firft 
there), whofe bufinefs it was to purchale 
Haves, &c, in the rivers and country adja- 
cent, and fell them to the (hips at an ad- 
vanced price. One of thefe, who at jGrit 
landed in my indigent rirmmflrmrrii An d 
acquired cbnfiderable wealth : hehacHfte** 
ly been in England, and was retumiMKiu 
the vefiel I was in, of which he owiH* a 
quarter part. His example imprclfed me 
with hopes of the fame iuccefs ; and, up- 
on condition of entering into his iervice, 
I obtained my difcharge. I had not tlie 
precaurion to make any terms, but trulled 
to his gcnerofity, I received no compen- 
fation for my time on board the fliip, but 
a bill upon the owners in England, which 
was never paid, for they failed before my 
return. The day the vellel failed, I land- 
ed upon the ill and of Benanoes,with little 
more than the cloaths upon my back, as if 
I had efcaped (hipwreck. I am. 
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Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c, 

Jjinuary 17. 1763. 
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LETTER V. 



J^ear Sir, 

/-nHere icems an important inftrudion^ 
jj and of frequent ufe^ in thefe wor^s 
of qnr dear Lord, '^ Mine hour is not yet 
*^ come." The two following years, of 
which I am now to give ibme account^ 
will feem as an abfblute blank in a very 
fliort life : but as the Lord's hour of grace 
was not yet come, I was to have IHII dee)>er 
cxpeiience of the dreadful Hate of the 
heart of man when left to itfclf ; I have 
iecii frequent cau{e fince to admire the mer- 
cy of the Lord, in banifhing me to thofe di* 
ilant parts, and almoll excluding me from 
himian ibciety, at a time when I was big 
with mifchicf, and, li]ce one infeifted with 
a peililence, was capable of Spreading a 
taint where*ever I went. Had my aflairft 
taken a different turn, had I lucceeded 
in my defigns, and remained in England, 
my fkd ftory would probably have been 
%VQrie. Worfe in myfelf, indeed,*!. could 
^Hfv hardly been % but my wickcdneii- 
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wotild haan* had greater (cope ; t might 
have been very hurtful to others, aud mul- 
tiplied irreparable evils* But tlie Lord 
wifely placed me where I could do little 
harm* The ffew I had to converfc with 
were too much like myfelf, and I was Coon 
brought into fuch abje<^ circiunilances^ 
that 1 was too low to have any influence* 
I was rather Ihunned and defpifed than 
imitated ; there being few, even of the ne- 
groes themfelvcs, (during the firlt year of 
my refidence among them), but thought 
themielves too good to (peak to me. I was 
as yet an *' outcali lying in my blood,'* 
(fjsr^i. xvi.) and, to all appearance, expo* 
fed to periih.— — — But the Lord beheld me 
with mercy — ^he did not ilrike me to hell, 
as I jullly deferved ; " he pafled by me 
'' when I was in my blood, and bid me 
*' live.*' But the appointed time for the 
mauifeftation of his love, to cover all my 
iniquities "with the robe of his righteoui^ 
nefs, and to admit me to the privileges of 
his children^ was not till long afterwards ; 
yet even now he bid me /he^ and I can on* 
ly afcribe it to his (ecret upholding power, 
-t]iat wh.'.t I fuffered in a part of this in- 
terval, fUd not bereavt rafc ciSaKt til \ss?5 
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life or fenfes ; yet, as by tliefe (iiflenng^, 
the force of iny evil examples and incli- 
nations was leflened, I Iiave realbn to ac- 
count tbem amongft my mercies. 

It may not, perhaps, be amifs to digrefi 
for a few lines, and give you a very brief 
/ketch of the geography of the circuit ] 
•was now confined to, efpecially as I may- 
have frequent occafion to refer to places 
I fhall now mention ; for mv trade aiter- 
wards, wlien the Lord gave me to lei* bet- 
ter days, was cliiefiy to tlie fime places, 
and with tlie fame pciibns, where and by 
'whom I had been confidered as upon a le« 
vel with their meaneii ilaves. From Cape 
de Verd, the moil weileru })oint of Africa, 

v to Cape Mount, the Avhole coail is lull of 

rivers ; tlie principal are Gambia, Rio 

t (irandc. Sierra Leon, and Sherbro. Of tlie 

fbnner, as it is well known, and I M'as ne- 
ver there, I need fay nothing. The Kio 
Grande (like the Nile) divides into many 
branches near the fea. On the moll noF th- 
crly, called CachcOy the Portui^neie have a 
fetdement. The rooll fouthem branch, 
knovrn by the name of Rio ISuncy is, or 
then was, the ufual boimdary of jLhe white 
men ^ trade iioath ward. Sien-a Leon is a 

nVOV.WX'dSWOVlL*! 
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motintainoiis peninfula^ uninhaljitecl, and 
I believe iiiacccflible, upon account of t lie 
thick woods, excepting thofc parts which 
Iv near tiie water. The river is laro-e and 
navigjible. From hence, about t^velve 
lea'viies to the (buth-eall, are three conti- 
gnous iilands, called the BenanoeSy about 
twenty miles in circuit : this was about the 
centre of the white men's relidencc. Seven 
leagues farther, the fame way, ly tlie Plan- 
tanes, three finall iflands, two miles dilVant 
from the continent at the point, which 
form one fide of the Sherbro. This river 
is more properly a foundy i-unning within 
a long ifland, and receiving the confluence 
of levctal lai^ rivers, '^ rivers tpiknown to 
*' /o;/^," but f^ more deeply engraven in 
my remembrance than the Po or Tyber, 
The ibuthermoft of tliefe has a very pecu- 
liar courfe, almoft parallel to the coait ; 
{o tliat in tracing it a great many leagues 
upwards, it will feldom lead one above 
vhiiee miles, and (bmetimcs not more than 
half a mile from the iea-fliore. Indeed I 
know not but that all tliefe rivers rad-y 
3*ave communications with each otlier, aiid 
yith the fea in many places, which I have. 
'. ; ijjot remarked. If you call vovvc Q,^<i.% \»^ 
-V'f? -. IT ^ ■ ' .^^ 
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0n a large map of Africa, while you are 
reading this, you will have a general idea 
of the country I was in ; for though the 
maps are very incorre<^, moil of the places 
I have mentioned are inferted, and in tlie 
iame order as I have named them. 

My new mafter had formerly redded near 
Cape Mount, hut now he iettled at tlie Plan- 
tancs, upon the largeil of the tliree iflands. 
It is a low fandy ifland^ ahout two miles 
in circumference, and almoil covered with 
palm-trees. We immediately hegan to 
build a houie, ainl to enter upon trade. I 
had now fbme defire to retrieve my lolt 
time, and to exert diligence in what wus 
before me ; and he was a man with whom 
I might have lived tolerably well, if he had 
not been fbon influenced againll me : but 
he was much under the dire^oa of a black 
woman, who lived with him as a wife. 
She was a perlbu of Come consequence in 
her own country, and he owed liis firll riiq 
to her intereil- Tliis woman (I know not 
for what rcafbn) was lirangcly prejudiced 
agaiuil me from the fiiit j and what made 
it Hill worfe for me, was a (evei e fit of ill* 
nefi, wliich attacked me very fbon, bef ere 
/bad opportiinity to fhew wh^t 1 could o^ 
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would do in his fervice. 1 was fick when 
he (ailed in a ihallop to Rio Nuna^ and he 
left me in her hands. At firfl I was taken 
ibme care of, but as I did not recover very 
ibon^ fhe grew weary, and entirely ne- 
glected me. I liad fbmetimes not a little 
difficulty to procure a draught of cold wa- 
ter when burning with a fever. My bed 
was a mat fpread upon a board or chci\, 
and a log of wood my pillow. When my 
fever leit me, and my appetite returned, 
I would gladly have eaten, but there was 
no one g-ave unto me. She lived in plen- 
ty hcrlelf, but hardly allowed me fufHcient 
to iuitaiu life, except now and then, when 
in the liigheil good humour, fhe would 
iend me vit^tuals in her own plate after Hie 
had dined ; and this (Co greatly was my 
pride humbled) I received with thanks and 
cagemefs, Us the moil needy beggar does 
an alms. Once, I well remember, I was 
called to i-eceive tliis bounty from her own 
hand, but being exceedingly weak antl 
feeble, I dropped the plate. Thofe who 
live in plenty can hardly conceive how this 
]p{s touched me ; but fhe had the cruelty 
to laugh at my difappointment ; and t ho* 
the table was covered with. diUi^%y^«:>K ^Senk^ 
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lived much in. the Europeamnannf r) , fiie 
refiifed to give me any more. My dillrefs 
has been, at times €o great^ as to ccMnpel 
me to go by nighty and pull up roots iir 
the plantation, (though at the riik of be- 
ing punifhecl as a thief) , which I have eaten 
raw upon the fpot, for fear of difcovery, . 
The roots I {J>eak of j^re very wholeit>nic 
food, when boiled or roailcd, but as unlit 
to be eaten y^y^ iu any quantity as a po-r 
tatoe. The coufequence of this diet, wliich, 
after the firll experiment, I always expedt* 
ed, and feld'jm mifled, was the fame as if 
I had taken tartar emetic ; fb that I hare 
often returned as empty as I went; yet ne- 
cclfity m'ged me to repeat the trial leveral 
times. I have fbmetimes been relieved by 
Grangers, nsvy evet\. by the flaves in the 
chain, w]\Q liave fccretly brought me vie* 
tuab, (for they dmil notbe fecn to do it), 
from tUeir own flen4er jnttancc* Next to 
preiSiig want, npthing fits harder upon 
the tnind than /cor/t and contempts and of 
tiiis likcwifa I had an abundant nieafure, 
Wlicn I was very (lowly recovering, this 
.^om^ wcu^4 ibmetimes pay me a vifit^ 
3^ot to pity or relieve, but tp inihlt me.- 
Ms? wpfiifi c^ i^? w9¥tUlc^ i^4 iucloleniy 
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and compel me to walk, which, when I 
could hardly do^ (he would let her. attend** 
ants to mimic ray motion, to clap their 
hands, laugh, throw limes at me ; or, if 
they clioie to throw Itones, (as I thuik was 
the cale once or tmce), they were not re- 
hiiked : but in *vencral, though all wlio 
depended on her favour mnil join in her 
treatment, yet, when ihe was out of iigfit, 
I was rather pitied than Icomed by the 
meaneft of her Haves, At length my ma- 
iler returned from las voyage ; I cdiii.- 
plaincd of ill uiage, but he could not be- 
lieve me ; aiul as I did it in her hcaiing, 
I fared no better for it. But in his IccoikL 
voyage he took me with him. We did 
j>relty well for a while, till a brother-trader 
iie me(Jn tlie liver perfuaded him tliat I 
was unfaithful, and Hole his goods in the 
night, or when he was on fliojc. This v/ns 
aimoii the only vice I could not be juftly 
cliarged widi : the only remains of a goo4 
education I could boait of was, wliat isi. 
commonly called huntjly i and as far as he 
had intrujled me, I had been always time | 
and tlmugh my great diihefs might, in. 
ibme meafure, have excuied it, I never 
OWCf thought of dcf)?aud\u^\siscc^5^.^^2!s^pl. 
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(malleft matter. However, the charge was 
believed, and I condemned \vithdut evi- 
dence. From that time he likewife tifed 
me very hardly : whenever he left the ve£^ 
fel, I was locked upon deck, with a pint 
of rice for my day *s allowance } and if he 
i^aid longer, I had no relief till his return. 
Indeed I believe I fhould have been nearly 
liarved, but for an opportunity of catcli- 
ing lilli fbmctimes. When fowls were kill- 
ed for his own ufe, I feldom was allowed 
any part but the intrails to bait my hooks 
with : and at what we call /lack water, that 
is, about the changing o/ the tides, wlicji 
the current was ftill, I ufed generally to 
fiih, (for at other times it was not praciH- 
cable), and I very oflen fucceeded. It I 
(aw a fifli upon my liook, my joy wa» little 
left tlian any other peribn may have found 
in the accomplifhment of the (cheme he 
had moil at heart; Such a fifh, halUly 
broiled, or rather half burnt, without lance, 
fait, or biead, has aftorded me a delicious 
meal. . If I caught none, I might (if f 
could) deep away my hunger till the next 
return of ilack water, and then try again. 
Nor did I fufTer lefs from the inclemency 
^Z* the weather and the wsmt of cloatksy 
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The rainy ftafbn was nowadvaiicinp^; my-' . 
whole iuit was a fl irt, a pair of trowlcrj?, 
a cotton haiiukercliicf iiiilcad of* a caj>, 
and a cotton cloth, about two yards lon^*^ ■ , 
to nipply the want of upper ganncnts ; 
and thus accoutred I ha\c been rxpoicd for 
twenty, tliiity, perhaps near forty hours 
together, in inceilant raii:s, acconii-anied 
witli llrong gales of wind, \vithoul the 
leail flicker, when my uialUr was on ILorc. 
I feel to tills day ibiue faint returns i>l' the 
violent pains I then contiacited. The cx- 
ceffive cold and wet I endured in that voy- 
age, and fb fbou after i had rccoveied iioia 
a long fieknefs, quite broke my conlUti)« 
tion and my ipirits ; the latter were ibon 
reliored, but the efie<^ oi the fonner Hill 
remain with me, as a needful m€vit:?it-o of 
the fenice and wages of Im. 

In about two montlis we returned, ancj 
tlien the reil oi*the time I remained with 
him was chiefiy f|;ent at the Flantancs^ 
under the fame regimen as I :jave already 
mentioned. My haughty heart was now 
brought down, not to a whblefome re- 
pentance, not to the language of ti;e ^-ro- 
digal; tliis was far from mej but my fpi- 
jjts were fojili j 1 loll all rclbIuuou^?AvvvA.V- 
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tnoft all rcfledHon. I had loft the fierce- 
nefs which fired me when on board the 
Harwich, and which made me capable of 
tlie moft de{jperate attempts ; but I was no 
further changed than a tyger tamed by- 
hunger — remove the occafion, and he will 
be as wild as ever. 

One thing, though ftrange, is moft ti-ue. 
Though deftitute of food and cloathing, 
deprefled to a degree beyond common 
"wretchedncfs, I could fbmetimes colleA 
my mind to mathematical ftudies, I had 
bought Barrow's Euclid at Pljrmouth; it 
was the only volume I brought on fhore ; 
it was always with me, and I ufed to take 
it to remote comers of the ill and by the 
{ea*fide, and draw my diagrams with a 
long ftick upon the fand» Thus I often 
beguiled my fbrrows, and almoft forgot my 
feeling — and thus, without any other al- 
fiftance, I made ray (elf in a good meafure 
mailer of the firft fix books of Euclid,. 

I am 

Yours, as before. 

January 17, 1753. 
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L E T T E R VI. 



"Dear Sir, 

THere is much piety and ipirit in the 
grateful acknowledgment of Jacob, 
*^ With my llafF I pailed this Jordan, and 
*' now I am become two bands."- They 
are words wliich ought to aft'edl me with 
a peculiar emotion. I remember that fbme 
of thofe mournful days, to which my lail 
letter refers, I was bulled in planting ibme 
lh?ie or Umo7j trees. The plants I put in 
tlie ground were no longer than a young - 
goolbciTy buth : my malter and liis miilre^ ' 
pa/hng by the place, Hopped a wliile to look 
at me ; at lait, ^* Who knows," fays he, 
*^ who knows but by the time thele trees 
grow up and bear, you may go home to 
England, obtain the command of a fhip, 
** and return to reap the fruit of your la- 
/* hours ; we fee ilrang-e things ibmetimes 
.f' happen/' This, as he intended it, was 
,fl^ ^Cutting farcafm. I believe he thouglit* 
"jt.fuil as probable that I fhould live to be 
.• ](J3)g. of Poland ; yet it proved a §redi5i^w> 
."■1. .' ' ' ^ " %jeA^ 
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ftiul tlicy (one of them at leail) lived to 
ll-e me return from England, in the capa- 
city he liad mentioned, and pluck fbme of 
the firft limes from thofe very trees. How 
can I proceed in my relation till I raife a 
monument to the divine goodnels, by com- 
paring the circnmllances in which the Lord 
hasfince placed me,>vith what I was at that 
time ! Had you feen me. Sir, then go fo 
peniive and fblitary, in tlie dead of niglit, 
to walh my one fliirt upon the rocks, and 
afterwards put it on wet, that it might dry 
iipon my back v^hile I flept; had you (ben 
me (b poor a figure, that when a (hip's 
boat came to the iiland, fhame often con- 
ftraincd me to hide myfelf in the woods 
from the fight of fti-angers ; ci]^ccially had 
you known that my conducft, principles, 
and lieart) were (Hll darker tlian my out- 
ward condition how little ^^'ould you 

have imagined that one, who. fo fully 
anfwcred to the rvynrot g ftunnli: • of the 
apolUe, was refei-ved to be (b; peculiar an 
inftance of the providential care^ and ex- 
tiberant goodnefs ji>f Godt Tliere was at 
that time but one camett defire in my 
heart, wliich was not contrary and fliock*' 

* iZ9ic/b/| ofld hating one «&o\bitT» 
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acquaintance amon^ his]ieoplc, afnenci* 
flap and correfpondence v%'ith icvcralof Iii* 

moil hononred lervants. But it is as 

difficult to enumerate my preient ad van-* 
tages, as it is fully to defcribe tlie crfls and 
miieries of the preceding contraih 

I know not exa<ftly how long tilings con« 
tinned with me thu<*, but I believe near a 
twelvemonth* In this interval I wrote two 
or three times to my father ; 1 g-avc liini 
an account of my condition^ and deiircd 
his afliflance $ intimating^ at the fame time^ 
that I had re£c)lved not to return to Eng- 
land^ unlefs he was pleafcd to fend for mCr 
I have likewife lettei"s wrote by mc to Mrs 
|^#*#» in that difmal period; Co that at 
thelowcJl ebb it feenis I IHII retained a liojic 
of feeing her again* My father applied to 
his friend in Liverpoole^ of wlioni 1 have 
Ipokcn before, who gave orders according*;-* 
ly to a Captain of his^ who was then Httiiig 
'#ut for Gambia and Sierra Leon. 
. Some time wUhin the year, as I hare faid^ 
I obtained my mailer's conient to live with 
anotlier trader, wiio dwelt upon the ilim^ 
ifland. Witliont his conlcnt I could not 
be taken, and he was un%villiiio- to ila it 
iooncr, but it was tlicu brought about* 
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This was an alteration much to mj advan- 
tage ; I was ibon decently clotlied, li\ed 
in plenty, was coniidcred as a companion, 
and trailed with the care of all his dome- 
Itlc eff'edls, v/hich were to the amount of 
ioTie thoufaiul pounds. This man had le- 
veral facftories, and white fenants in dif- 
feient places, particularly one in Kittani, 
tlie river. I ipoke of, w^'iich runs lb near a- 
long the iea-coaft. I ^vas foon appointed 
to go there, where I had a fliare in the ma- 
jiag-eraent of hufbiefs jointly with another 
of his fervants. We lived as we plcaied, 
bulinefs flouriihcd, mid our employer was 
fatislied. Here I heyan to be wretch Cf 
nough to tliink mylelf h,:ppy. There is a 
(ignificant )>lu'afe ncqucntly ufed in thofe 
paitSjThat fuch a v/lnte man is grown black. 
It diocs not intend an alr4?ration of com- 
plediou, bnt diijolltion. I have known 
Several who, icttliuj;; in Africa after the 
age of thirty or fb'ty, havr, at that dxxik 
of life, been gradually aifimilated to the 
tempers, cultoms, and ceremonies 'of th* 
natives, fb far as to prefer tjiat country td 
Kn^^laad; they have even beromr dnpes to 
iiU the pretended chaiins, necix>mancies. 
Venule ts^ and divinatiows oil \iv& \3Cvkv\«:^ 
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negroes, and put more truft in fiicli thiii^l 
than the wiCer fort among tlie natives. A I 
part of this fpirit of infatuat|pn was grow- 
ixi.v upon me, (in time perhaps I might 
have yielded to the whole) ; I entered in- 
to cloler engagements wit !i the inhahitunts, 
and fliould have lived and died a wretch 
amono f I: them, if the Lord had not watch- 
ed o"^'er mc for oood. Not that I had loll 
tholr Jvlcas which chiefly en -^a^ied ray heart 
to England, but def^ air of leein^- them 
accr» TijOiihcd made me willing to remain 
w!ierc 1 was. I thought I could more ea- 
sily bear the diiappointment in tlds fitua- 
tioii t'lan nearer home. . But lo loon as I 
had ilxrd my connccftions and plans witli 
thcie vicw^', the Lord proyidcntially inter- 
poicd to brciik them in piece*^, and lave me 
ironi ruiu iix i] ite of myielf. 

In the mean time, the iliip that had or* 
ders to bnnjr me Jiomc anived at Sicira 
Leon : the Captaiu ma-de inquiiy for mc 
there, a!id at the Benanoes ; but iiuder- 
itandihg that I was at a great diltancc in 
the countiy, he thought no more about 
me. Without doubt the band of God di- 
rected my being pBrced at Kittam jult at? ^ 
tJjjs time } for as the ftip came ivo ntes^rer 
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than tlie Benanoes^ and (laid but a few 
days, il' I had been at the Plantaiies I could 
not perhaps Jiave heard of her till [he liad 
been failed. The lame mult hare certain- 
Ij been the e%'«it, hatl I been fent to any 
other f aclory, of which my new mailer had 
ftvcral upon diii'erent rivers. But though 
the place I w^as at was a long* way up a 
river, much moue than a hundred miles 
tfliilanoe from die Plantanes, yet by the 
peculiar fltuation which I have alrcaxiy no* 
ticed, I was ilili within a mile of the lea* 
coaih To make tlie interpofition more 
remarkable, I was at that very juntfture , 
going in quell of ti*ade, to a place at fojpiQ 
diilance direc^dy from the lea, and ihbuld 
iiare let out a day or two before, but that 
we waited for a few articles from die next 
ihip that offered, to complete tlie aflbrt- 
ment of goods I was to take wiih me. We 
nfed Ibmetimes to walk on die beach, in 
cxped:adon of feeing a ycllel pafs by i but 
tliis was very precarious, . as at that time 
die place was not at all i^ibrted to by fiiips 
for trade. Many palled in the night, othei'» 
kept at a conflderabie dillancc from the 
iliore. In a word, I ^ikiot know diat any 
imc haj flopped wliile Iwas^ \\afcTt,^5ack\\5^v 
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fbmc lia J before, upon ohCervihg i" fi^iiil 
xnade from the Ihore. In Febiuaiy 1 747, 
(I know not the exaA da^ )^ my fellow* 
iei-^ant waiting down to theTbeach in the 
forenoon, faw a veliel failm^r palt, and 
made a fmoke in token of trade; She was 
already a little beyond tlie place, and as 
tlie wind was iair, tlie Captain was in Ibme 
<lcmur whether to Ihop or not ; bovvcver, 
had my conij anion bifcn hull' an liour la* 
ter, (he would have been gone beyond re- 
call ; but he ibon faw her come to an an-* 
chor, and went on board in a canoe ; and 
tins proved the > ery ilAp I have ipoken 
6f. One of tlie firfl qucltion^ he was aiked 
was conceriiin*^^ me, and w hen the Captain 
imderUood I was ib near, he came on /Ijord 
to deliver ids melllitre. Had an invitation 
frcni liomc reached me when I was fick 
and ilarving at the Plantanes, I fliould have 
received it aii life fr6m the <lcad ; but novr, 
ibr tjie reaibns already given, 1 heard it at 
firll with indirterence. The Captain, un- 
wiliinrr to lole me, told a Icory altootjncr 
of his own framiiig^ ; he gave nie a veiy 
plauflble account liow he hail mlllld :r 
lai-^^e packet of leiflts and papci-s whiciv 
liclhovld have brouolit witU Uiiav but tliisy 
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lie fsidt, he was Aire of, liaving Lad it fro fit 
n^y father's own mouth, as well as from 
liis employer, that a perfbn lately dead ha<l 
lelt me 400 /. per annuin ; adding further, 
that if I was any way embarraiied in my 
circumllances^ life liad exprels orders to re- 
deem me, though it fliould c6it one liali' 
of his cargo. Every particular of this was 
falfe J nor could I mylelf believe wliat he 
laid about the cllate j but as 1 liad fbme 
expectations from an aged relation, I 
thought a part of it might be true. But 
I was not long in fufpeiice ; for though my 
fatlier's care and defire to iee me had too 
little weight with me, and would have been 
infufllcient to make me quit my retreat, 
yet the remembrance of Mi's N****^ tl;c 
liOpfes o^ feeing her, and the poflibility tliat 
accepting tliis otTer might once more put 
me in a way of gaining her hand, prei ail- 
ed over all other confiderations. I'he Cap- 
tain further promifed, (and in tluii he kep.t 
his word), that I fliould lodge in liis cab- 
bin, dine at his table, and be his conJlr.iit 
companion, without cxpecthig any fer\ ice 
from me. And th u^ w as fuddenly freed 
from a captivity 6f^|^t fifteen moi.thsi 
I had ncitl;cr a tliew^kt wot ^ ^^"t jl^ qS. >^cK% 
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^liaTige one hour before it took place. I 
embarked with liim^ and in a Few hours lod 
fight of Kittam. 

How much is their blindnefs to be pitied 
who can fee nothing but chance \n events 
of this fort 1 fb blind and ilupid was I at 
that time : I made no reflection, I fought 
no dirccflion in what had happened : like 
a wave of the fca driven with the wind, 
and tolTcil, I was governed by preicnt ap* 
pearances, and looked no farthei-. But 
He, wlio is eyes to the blind, was leading 
ine in a way tliat I knew not. 

Now I am in fbme raeafure enlighten- 
ed, I can eaflly j>erceive, that it is in the 
adjullment and concurrence of theic {eem- 
ingly fortuitous circiimllances, tliat the 
111 ling power and wiftlom of God is moll 
c\ idcntly difplayed in human afl'airs. How 
jnaiiy fuch cafual events may we remark 
in the hillory of Jo{eph, \vhic]i Jiad each 
a neceifary influence on his eniuing pro- 
motion ! If he had not dreamed, or if he 
had not told his dream ; — ^if theMidianitcs 
had pafled by a day fboner^ or a day later » 
if they had ibid hi^^ any peHbn but Po* 
tiphar. ; if his raiiflp had been a better 
(^ojuan; if Pharaoh's ofiiGen liad not difi 
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I)lea{ed their lord ; or if any, tSr all thci* 
things had fell out in any other manner or * 
time than tliey did, all tliat followed ha4 
been prevented ; the proraiies and purpoles 
of God concerning Ifrael^ their bondagey 
deliverance, polity, and fettlemcnt, n^ull 
Jhave failed : and as all tliefe things tend- 
ed to and centered in Christ, the pronu- 
fed Saviour, tlie defire of all nations would 
not have* appeared. Mankind had b<^ii 
Hill in their fins, without hope, and tlie 
counfels of God*s eternal love, in favour 
of linners, defeated. Thus we may fee a 
connection bet^veen Jofeph's lirll dream 
and the death of our Lorp Christ, with 
all its glorious coniequences. So Itrong^ 
though, Ibcilt, is the concatenation be- 
t^veen the greatejl and the fmallej: c^ exits. 
What a comtortable thouirht is this' to a 
believer, to know, tiiat aniidit all the va- 
rious interfering dcligns of men, the Lord 
has one conllant deligii, which lie cannot, 
will not miis, namely, his own glory in the 
tomplcat falvation of his people > and tliat 
he is wile, and ilrong, and faitiiful, to 
make even thole things which ieem con- 
trary to,tlus defign, iWlfervicnt to promote 
it* You have allowed icvc to cc^tccki^xX >xs^~ 
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«in my own text, yet the length of tj^i* 
•oblen^ation may need fbme apology. Bc- 
liere me to be, with great refpe^il^ 

Dear Sir, 



Your afTedUonate and obliged fervant. 



Jaauar^r i8« 17^3* 



LETTER 
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LETTER Yll 



Dear Sir, 

THE fliip I was now on boards as a 
paiTengcr, was on a trading voyage 
for gold, ivory, dyers-wood, and bees wax. 
It requires much longer time to collect a 
cargo of this fort, than of ilaves. The 
Captain began his trade at Gambia, had 
been already four or five montlis iu Afri- 
ca, and continued there a year, or there- 
abouts, after I was with him ; in which 
time we ranged die whole coail as far as 
Cape Lopez, wliich lyes about a degree 
fbuth of the Equinoiftial, and more than, 
a tliouiand miles farther from England 
than the place where I embarked* ..I have 
little to ofler worthy your notic^ in tlie ' 
tourfe of this tedious voyage. I had no 
bulinels to employ my thoughts, but Ibme- 
times amuied myfchf with mathematics j 
excepting tliis, my whole life, whci^:awaKf > 
W4S a courle of moil honid impiety and 
profancneis. I know not that 1 have eier 
iince met fb daring a bVsit^iWfcTftRx \ Vv^'^- 
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at ^vith cnmraon oatlis and imprccfti 

I daily invented new ones ; fo thaf 
often lerionfly reproved by tlie Cap? 
who was liimlelf a veiy paflionate 
and not at all circnmfpect in his e.x- 
)ns. Fix>in the relation I at times 
him of my pa(t advent uix?s, and what' 
V of my conduc^t, and cfpecially to- 
; the cloic of the voya^re, when Me 
.^ith many difailers, he wonld often 
LC, that, to liis great grief, he had a 
I on board ; that a curie attended me 
sever I went ; and that all the troubles 
•t with in the voyage, were o^ving to 
vintv taken me into the vellcl. I Iball 
any Anther particulars, and after 
oninfranindance or two of tlie Lord's 
' to me, while I was thus defying his 
' and patience, I fliall proceed to- 
hing more wortliy your periiial. 
iou<'h I lived lono- in tlie excels of 
[ every other extravagance, I never 
>ud of drinking ; and my fatlicr has 
been heard to fay, that while I avoid- 
in kennels, he ihould lUU entertain 

of my recovery. But ibmetimcs I. 
I promote a drinking-bout, for a fro- 
c^ as I termed it •, for though I did- 
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not loi'e the liquor, I was fold to do iniqui- 
ty, and delighted in miftrhief. The lall 
abominable frolic of this fort I engaged in 
was in the river Gabon ; the propoial and 
expence were my own. Four or five of us 
one evening fat down upon deck, to fee 
who could hold out longell in drinking 
geneva and rum alternately : a large fea- 
fliell fupplied the place of a glais. I was 
very unfit for a challenge of this foit j for 
my head was always incapable of bearino- 
much Itrong drink. However I began, and 
propelled the firfl: toall, which I well re- " 
member was fome imprecation ag-aiiill the 
perfon who (ho old ft art firft. — This proved 
to he my (elf — My brain was foon fired — I 
arofe, and danced about the deck like a mad- 
man ; and wliile I was thur, divcrtiii n; my 
companions, my hat went overboard. Ey 
the light of the moon I faw the lhip*s boat, 
and eagerly thre^v rayfelf over the H^iQ to 
',get into her, that I might recover my hat. 
My fight in that circumllatice deceived me; 
for the boat was not ivithin my reach, as I 
thought, but perhaps twenty feet from 
the (hip's fide. I was, however, half over- 
board, and fhould in one moment more 
llaye plunged myfclf vnto \?ti^ ^w-aXiex , ^V^^vv 



« • 
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fbmebody catched hold of my cloaths be*»* 
hit(i], and pulled mc back. This was an 
a^az-iiig eicape ; for I could not Avim if I 
hatl been ibbcr ; the tide ran very llrong ; 
niy coinpanions were too much intoxica- 
tyd to fave nie ; and the rell of the iliip's 
con!'>anv were afleen. So near was I to 
appearance of pcrifliino- in tliat dreadful 
condition, and fuiking hito eternity under 
tlie wtio;ht of my own curie. 

Arothcr time, ;it Cape Lopez, iome of us 

had l.ecn in tlic woods, ;ind iliot a buflalo, 

or wild cow : we broui^ht a pai*t of it on 

hoard, and carefully marl^ed the place (as 

I tlioucht) where we left the remainder. 

In the eveiiiu'*- we retnnied to fc-tch it, bnt 

we let out too late. I nndertoolv to l>e tiie 

^iiide, but night coniin<i on beibre we 

<(nild reach tlie place, we loit our way. — 

SoTnr'li-.ues we were in fwamps, up to the 

I'liddle in m ater, and v/l^en we recovered 

dry land, we could not tell \vhct?v.M' »e 

were walkino towards the ibip, or Avaiiclcr- 

iii;:;' firther n am hci\ — Every Itep ir created 

our uncertainty. — The night giew darker, 

and we were entangled in iriextricablo 

wood«i, wlT^re perhaps the foot of man had 

I2CJ cr trod hcforc liim. Tlvit.^art of tl2Q: 
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tottntry is enrifdy ab.-iTulonecl to mW^' 
bealls, \vith wliJcli it prodi^-ionHy aboinulsi 
We were indeed ill 11 teniblc cafe, liiivin*^ 
neither liglit, food, or anriS, mid cxfcCt" 
inn: a tyjxer to nilh from bciiind every 
tree. The ftars were clouded^ and we bud 
no compafs, to Tonn a jiid^nnciit which 
way we were goin^^*-^ Had tilings continued 
thus^ we had probably perilled ; but it 
plea(ed God, no bealt came near us ; and 
after fbme houi-s peq>lexity, the moon a- 
ro(e, and pointed out the eallem quaiterj 
It appeared then, as we had expecfted, that 
indead of drawing- nearer to the lea-lide, 
"we liad been penetrating into the coun- 
try ; but by the gnidai/ce of tbe moon we 
at length came to the water-fide, a coiili- 
derable diltance from the fbi»:>. We got 
fate on board, witliout any other incon-' 
venience than what wc fufi'ercd fix>m fear 
and fati jue* 

Thole, and many oilier deliverances, 
were all at tliat time eiitiiely loit upon 
me. The admonitions of conic:iv'nce,whicli, 
from fucce^ 've.repullcs, had /^rown we:ik- 
er and weaker, at len'>th entiiely coaled ; 
and ti>r a i] •'.>•.< «>.-* mi my inoiitli*;, if not 
ibr ibine years, i caiiiiot vecoUfcCL\.V^\-\\vd^^ 
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i fiui^lc check of that {bit. At timet I 
have been vifited with fickncrs, bud have 
believed my (elf near to death ; but I had 
not the lead concern about tlie confequen- 
ccs. in a ^vord, I fcemed to have every 
mark of final impenitence and rejeVSlion i 
neither judgments nor mercies made the 
leail impreflion on me. 

At length, our budnefs finifhed, we left 
Cape Lopez, and, after a few days ttay at 
the iHand of Annabona, to lay in provifi- 
oii^, we failed homewards, about the begin- 
ning of January 1748. From Annabona to 
England, without touching at any interme- 
diate port, is a very long navigation, per- 
haps more than feven thouiand mil^s, if wc 
include the circuit necefTary to be made on 
account of the tradewinds. We failed fii*tt 
wcilward, till near the coad: of firazil, then 
northwards, to the banks of Newfound- 
laiul,\vith the ufual variations of wind and 
weatlier, and without meethig any thing 
extraorduiaiy. On tiiefc banks we Hop- 
ped half a day to fifh for cod : tliis was 
then cliiefly for divcrfion ; we had provi* 
iions enough, and tittle expe(fted thoie tifh 
(as it aiunvards pioved) would be all wc 
dlioiild LuvQ to fubfift on, We left the 
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Watlks IViarcli i . with a hard ^alc of \\ hut 
wellerly, wliicli puflietl us fall lionicwarcls.. 
I- fhould here obiei-\e, that witli tJie k*ii«^t]i 
of this voyage in a hot climate, the vell'el 
was greatly out of repair, and \ery unfit 
to fupport llormy weatlicr ; the fails and 
cordage were likcwife very much worn 
out, and many fuchcircumllances concur- 
t*fed, to render what followed more dange- 
rous; I tliink it was 031 the 9th of Mar< jj, 
the day before our catailrophe, that I felt 
a tliought pafs tlirough my mind, wliicJi I 
had long been a ilranger to. Among the 
few books we had on board, one y%'as Stan- 
hope's Thomas a Kcmph : I careicf')ly took it 
up, as 1 had 01 ten done before, to pafs a- 
way the time ; but I liad llili read it with 
the lame indiiicrcnce, as ii* it was cntirelv 
9, romance. Ho\ve> cr, while 1 v.- as readiiif^ 
this time, an invohintary fu^;^geii:ion arcic- 
iu my mind, Whatii' tliele tilings Ihou Id 
be true ? I could not bear the force of the in- 
ierence, as it related to myleif, and there- 
fore (hut the book prcfcntly. My conicienc e 
witneiled agaliiii: me once more, and 1 coi> 
ciudcd, that true or falie, I mult abivle the 
confequenccs of my ov.n choice. I put au 
.abrupt end to tlicib reflci^oivi, \y^ yivcoksv'^ 

11^ 
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fiti witli {bme vain converfation br oth^ 
that came in the way. 

But now the Lord's time was come, and 
the convicHon I was €0 unwilling to re- 
ceive was deeply impreiled upon ine, by* 
an awful difpenlation. I went to bed that 
night in myufualiecurity and indifference, 
but was awaked from a {ound fleep by the 
force of a violent fea, which broke on 
board us# So much of it came down below* 
as filled tlie cabin I lay in Mdth water. This 
alarm was followed by a Cry from tlic deck, 
that tlic (hip was going doWn,(br finking.^ 
As loon as I could i^covcr myfelfV I eEayed 
to go upon deck, but was met upon tlie 
ladder by the Captain, who defii-ed me to 
bring a knife with me. Wliile I returned for 
the knife, another pcribn went up in my 
i-oom, wlio was inllantly walbed overboard. 
Wc had no leifm'e to lament him ; nor did 
we expect to f bnivc him long ; for we (c>on 
found tlie fliip was filling with water vei y 
i'alh The fea had torn away the upper tim- 
bers on one fide, and made tl<e fiiip a mere 
wreck in a few minutes. I (liall not aifeA 
to deic ribe this difaltcrin tlie marine dialed?,. 
M'hich would be underilrood by few; and- 
therefore I can give you hut a very inade-. 
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^Yiate idea of it. Taken in all circum^ 
ilanccs, it was allonifliiiig^ and almoll mi- 
raculous, that any of us AnViTcd to relate 
the llory. We had immediate recourfe to 
the piunps, but the water incrcafed againit 
all our efforts : fbme of us were fet to bailing 
in another part of the rcllel, that is, to 
lade it out with buckets and pails. We 
had but eleven or twelve people to fuilain 
this fer\'ice ; ahd notwithili^ndiug all we 
could do, flie was full, or very near it ; 
and then with a common cargo Ihe mult 
have funk of courfe : but we had a great 
quantity of bces*wax aiul wood on board, 
wliich wci-e IpecifkaDy li|r]iter tlian the 
water ; and as it plcafed God that we re- 
ceived this fliock in the wry crifis of tlie 
gale, towards moniing wc were enabled 
to employ fbme means fqr our lafety, which 
fucceeded beyond hope. In about an hour's 
time the day began to break, and tlie wind 
abated. We expended molt of our cloatbs 
and bedding to /top the leaks, (tliough the 
weather was exceeding cold, elpecially to 
BS, who had £o lately left a hot climate), 
over thcfe we nailed pieces of boards, and 
at lalt perceived the water abate. At the 
b^^iiumi&;of this hurry Lwa^ ^ttifcaS^^^ 
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e<l ; I pufnpcd hard^ and endeaVbtirctl t« 
animate myfelf and my companions : I told 
one of them^ that in a few days this di- 
llrefs would icnrc us to talk of over a glafs 
cf wine : but he being a left hardened (in- 
ner than myfclf, replied with tears, ^* Noy 
it is too late now." About nine o'clock, 
bciiio- almoll fpent with cold and labour, 
I went to ij)eak with the Captain, who 
was bufied eifewhere j and jult as I was re- 
turning from him, I (aid, alnioll without 
any meaning, ** If this will not do, tlie 
^^ Lord have mercy on us." This, (though 
fpoken with little refledion) was the firit 
dcfire I had breathed for mercy for the 
^pace of many years* I was inltantly llruck 
\^ith my own words, and as Jehu faid 
once, JVhat haft thou to do with peace? fb it 
<]ired:ly occurred, JVhat metcy can there he 

for me P I was obliged to return to the 
pum^^, and tlicre I continued till noon, al- 
most every palling wave breaking over my 
head; bnt we made ouHelves ^jJ^ with 
roi>es, that we might not be waihed away. 
Indeed I expedled, tliat every time tlie 
vcfTcl dclccndcd in the (ea, (he would rile 
no more ; and though I dreaded death 

^^7P, aiid mv heart foreboded the worft, if 
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the icriptures, which I had long (incc op« 
pofed^ were indeed true ; yet Itill I was 
but half convinced, and remained for a 
ipace of time in a Allien frame^ a mixture 
of defpair and impatience. I thought^ if 
the Chriftian religion was true I could not 
befbrgiven | and WaS therefore expei^ng, 
and almoil, at times^ wiihing to know the 
worilofit. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Yours* 



LETTER 



LETTER Vm. 

Dear Sir, 

THE TOth (that is in the prefent ftj'le 
the 3 1 ft) of March, is a day much 
to be remembered by me, and I have nc^ 
^ er fufl'ered it to pafs wholly unnoticed 
flnce the year 1 748. On that day the Lord 
fent from on high, and delivered me out 
of deep waters. — I cdnfinued at the pump 
from three^ in the morning till near noon, and 
then I could do no more. I went and lay 
donoi upon my bed, uncertadn, and alsribil: 
indifferent, whether I fhould rife again. 
In an liour's time I was called, and not be- 
ing able to pump, I went to the hehn, and 
Iteered the fhip till midnight, excepting a 
finall interval for refreshment. I had here 
Jciiure and convenient opportunity for re- 
lief tion. I began to think of my fonner re- 
Jiuioas proleiiions, tlie extraordinary turns 
ill niy life ; the calls, warnings, and de- 
liverances I had met with, the licentious 
courfe of my converfation, particularly my 
lunpurallellcd effrontery in making the go- 
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fjiel Iiiilory (wliich I could not now he 
Aire wus f alfe, though I was not as yet af- 
Aircd it was true) the couibint fubjcct of 
profane ridicule. I tJiought, allowiuiv the 
icripture premilles, tliei^ never was nor 
could be fucli a iinuer as luyfelf ; and then 
comparino; the advantages I had broken, 
through, I concluded at firll tliat my fins 
were too great to be ibroiven. TJic fciip- 
ture likewile leemed to (ay the ianic; for 
I had formerly been well acquainted with 
the Bible, and many palTages upon this oc- 
caiion returned upon my nienioiy, parti- 
cularly thoic awful padages, Frov. i. 24. — 
31. Hcb, vi. 4. 6, and 2 PctAi, 20. whjcli 
icemed ib exactly to fuit my caie and clia- 
raclcr, as to brin^ with tiiem a preliimp- 
tivc prooi'of a divine orioinal. Thus, as 
I have Ikid, I waited witli iear and imja- 
tience to receive m}' inevitable doom. Yet 
though I had thouglits of this kind, they, 
were exceeding faint and difpropoition- 
ate ; it was not till long after (perhaps le- 
veral years) till I Iiud gained {<mie clear 
views of tiie inlinitc rightcoufncis and 
orace.of Chriil Jefus my Lord, tjiat I had 
3 deep and lircng aj'prelienilon of my llatc 
tv nature 'Xai\ practice *, ^wd \^v\w^'i^ v^vv 

:; ^ :' " ■ ^>^^^ 
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then I could not have borne the fight. $9 
Avondeiinlly docs the Lord proportion the 
dilcoveries of fin and grace, for he knows 
our fi*arae, and tliat if he was to put forth 
the ^yreatueft of his power, a poor finner 
would be inllantly overwhelmed, and cmlh- 
ed as a moth. But to return : when I (aw, 
beyond all probability, tliere was iHll hope 
of relpite, and heard about fix in the even- 
ing, that the Ihip was freed from water- 
there arofe a gleam of hope. I thought I 
faw the liand of God di{played in our fa- 
vour ; I beg-an to pray — I could not utter 
the prayer of faith ; I could not draw near 
to a reconciled God, and call him father. 
My prayer was like the cry of the ravens, 
wliich yet the Lord does not difilain to hear. 
I now began to tliink of that Jesus whom 
I had fb often derided; I recolletftcd the 
paiticulars of liis life, and of his death ; a 
death for fins not his own, but, as I remem- 
bered, for the fiike of thofe who in their 
dillrefs (liould put tlieir trull in him. And 

now I chiefly wanted evidence. The 

comfortlcfs principles of infidelity were 

deeply rivcttcd, and I ratlier wiilied than. 

believed thefe things were real fac^. You 

iriZ/ pJeafc to ob&ire, Sir, thsA I coUeta; 
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the drain of the reafbnino^s and exetHf^ 
t)f mv mind in one view, bnt I do iiot fky 
that all tliis palled tit one time. The great 
queilion now was, how to obtain yii;V;^ ? I 
ipeak not of an appropriating faith, (of 
which I then knew neither tlie nature nor 
necedity), but how I ihould gain an aflu- 
rance that the icriptures were of diviu<^ 
iufpiration, and a liilficient warrant for ' 
tlie exerciie of trull and hope in God* One 
of the firit helps I received (in confequence 
of a determination to examine the New 
Tellament more carefully) was from. Luki 
xi. I ^. I had been ienfible, that to profels 
idith in Jeius Chiill, when in reality I did 
not believe his Idltory, was no better tliaii 
a mockery of the heart-fearchingGod 5 but 
lierc I found a Sj)irit fpoken of, which was 
to be communicated to thofe wlio afk it. 
■Upon tliis I reafoncd thus — If this book is 
true, the promifc in tiiis palTage mnil be 
true likewife : I have need of tliat very 
Spirit, by which the whole was wrote, in. 
order to underiland it aright. He has en- 
ga <»^d here to give that Spirit to thole who 

ai, . 1 mull therefoit> pray for it, and 

if it is of God, he will make good liis own 
•vt 01 d. My purpofcs were ftictv^^ei^t^V^ 



C 93 1 

John vii . T 7. I concliidetl from llience, t'lat 

thoii^li I could not lay from my lieait th:it 

1 believed the gofpel, yet I would for the 

);refcnt taJ^e it for granted, and that by 

Undying it in this light I ihoidd be more 

and more confirmed in it. If wliat I am 

•«vriti?ig conld be pemied by onr modern 

infidels^ they -wonld fay, (for I to« well 

J*now their manner), that I was very d^ii-* 

xx>us to perfuade myfelf into this o])inion, 

I confefs I was ; and Co would they be, if 

the Lord (liould (hew them, as he was 

5^1ealed to Ihew me at that time, tlie ablo- 

jfnte neceility of Ibjne expedient to intei-- 

pofe betweeJi i\ rip hteons God and a finfiil 

ionl. Upon tfie gol^^el Iclienie I fiiw at lealL 

ii peradventnrc of hope, but on vxt^vy otiiev 

iide I was Airrounded with black unfutlioni- 

iii:lc df rj>air. 

T.'ie v.iud was now moderate, but conti- 
jnicd fair, and \vc were iUii draw ii»o- i!e*arer 
7 s our port. We brgan to reco\ cr from 
I'.'V.r conrttnu'Jiofi, thonoh we were ''j-eat- 
ly a!ar;ncd by o;^r Lir'-ntnitunccf.. \\ c louuj 
t-i It the watcrliarijuv tloalt-tl all o-.u* move/ 
?Meiin theiiold, all the caf^sof } rovifwni ■ 
J:ud bcfii Ifjt'.^n to pic^-fs by the ^iolrj^. 
v.oslon of the li.ip : ci\\lv^ oOrxrlvMiilvotflc" 
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live Il;oc!c, fiuli as pigs, fliccp, and poiiUiyi 
bad btcii wafhed overboard in the lionn* 
Tti eiTci'b, all the provillons we iavcd, ex- 
cept t!ie fllh I mentioned, and fonie food oi' 
tlic pnllb kind, which uled to he given to 
t>ie hoLS, (and there was but little of this 
left), all our other provilions would have 
fuhiiited us but a week at fcanty allow- 
ance. The fails too were nioltly blown a- 
way, Co that we advanced but jlowly even 
wliile tlie wind was fair, We iinaoined 
ourfelves about a hundred lea^.ues from tlie 
land, but were in reality much farther. 
Thus we proceeded with an alternate pre- 
valence of hopes and fears. My leifure 

time was chiefly employed in reading and 
meditating on the fcripture, and prayin|^- 
to tJie Lord ibr mercy and inllruction. 

Tilings continued thus ibr four or irsc 
Hays, or perhajjs longer, till we were awa- 
hcncd one morning by tlie joyful Ihouls of 
t!ie watch uiK>n deck proclaiming tlie light 
of hiud. We were all loon railed at tJio 
iouiid. The dawning was iincommojdy 
Wauti Ad, and the light ( juil llrongcnougit 
to dilcovor didant objecits) }irefentcd us 
Y. it:i a ghuU'iiing proipecit : it lecmcd a 
' .Pit. uinKiij tuns codiiy about twievvt^- tcaWs. 
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from 113, terminiitino- in a cape or point, 
and a little liirther t:>vo or tlircc fmall 
in and"', or hummocks, as ]ull rifing out of 
ihe water ; the appearance and ]>ontiou 
feemcd exac^tly anfwerablc to our hopes, 
rcfemblin^ the north- we ft extremity of 
Ireland, wliich we were lleerinp; for. We 
fmcerely con^n'atulated each otlicr, making 
no doubt but tliat, i£* tlie wind continuedj 
we Ihould be in fafety and plenty tlie next 
day. The fmall remainder of our brandy 
(which was reduced to little more than a. 
}>int) was, by the Captain** orders, diltrif 
buted amongil us ; he added at the iaine 
time, " Wefliall (bon have brandy cnouglil" 

Ve likewise ate up the refidue oFour 

bread for joy of tlds welcome li^^ht, and 
were i|i the condition of men fiiddenly ret 
prieved from death. While we were thus 
alert, the mate, with a graver tone tlian 
the rell, funk our Ipirits, by faying, that 
^^ lie wiihed it might prove land at laft.** 
}f one of 1 lie common failors had firil fliid. 
fb, I know not but die i-ell would have beat 
him lor rai/ina: fuch an unrea{bnable doubt. 
It brought on however warm debates and- 
di(]>utes wi let her it was land or no ; but 
iS^* c^/c wa^ iboii iliv*^vf\vcrably 4c«^4cl«'t^ji 
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fov the day was advaiiciiio- fa ft, and in a' 
little time one of our fancied iilands betraii 
to rrrow red from tlie approacli of the i'un, 
wliicli foon arofe j ail under it. In a word, 
ve had been prodigal of our bread and 
hiandy too haltily ; our land was literally 
/>; fiubibus^ nothing- but clouds, and in half 
an hour more the whole ap])rarance was 

diifipated, Seamen have oi'ten known. 

dcce;>tions of this Ibrt, but in our extre- 
mity wc were very loth to be undeceived, 
liowcver, wecomtbrtcdourfclves, thattho' 
wc could not ice the land yet, wc iliould 
ibon, the wind hitherto continuing fair ; 
bat alas ! we were deprived of this ho^ e 
likewife* — That very day our fair wind fub- 
lided into a calm, and the next momin*!- 
tJie gales fpmng up from the luuth-eall, 
dii'cctly againit us, and continued fb fbr 
more than a ibrtuioht afterwards. The 
iiiip was lb wrecked, that we were obli^'ed 
to keep the wind always on the bicken 
lide, unlefs tJie weather was quite mode- 
rate : thus we were diivcn, by the wind 
living in that quarter, iiill fuither fronx 
pnr port, to the northward of all lrc3and, 
as tlir. as tlie Lewis or wellem iilands of 
Scctlaudj but a long way to tUa \\cVvN<'a.\\.. 
«• 1 ^ "^^ 
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In a word, oiir ilatdon was Aich as de]it4-» 
ved us of any liopc of being relieved by 
other veffeis : it may indeed be quellioned, 
whether our (hip was not the very firft that 
had been in that part of the oceaii at the 
fame feafon of the vcar, 

Pn>vilions now beoan to ^ow very fJiort j 
tiie half of a falted cod was a dav*s fub-* 
{iltance for tweh^e people ; we had plenty 
of frefh water, but not a drop of Uron^er 
liqunr ; no bread, hardly any cloaths, and 
very cold weatlicr. Wc liad inceilant la- 
bour with the pumps to keep the fliip abo^ e 
water. Much labour and little foi>d waft.- 
cd us fall, and on« mcindied under the liard - 
flup. Yet our fnfTemigs were light in cojut 
parifon of our j nil fears ; we could not af- 
ford th?s bare' allowance much longer, but 
had a teriible proijieA of being either (Icir', 
ved to death, or reduced to feed u^xrn one 
anrjthor. Our ^vpet^tations grew darker 
i^ver;/ day, and I had a further troul^lc jie- 
culiar to .nyielf. Tlie Captain, whofc tem- 
per was qnite ibured by dKtrefs, wjs hour- 
1 y i-eproachino me (as I formerly ob{e.rved) 
gis the (ble cauie of the calamity, and wa« 
ppiii^d^Bt, that if I was thrown overboard, 
(md not QteheryiCe), tliCY (hQuld lie »rc. 
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Fervcd from deatli. He did not intend to 
make the experiment, but tlie continual 
repetition of this in my ears gave me much 
uneaiinefs, efpecially as my confcience fe- - 
cronded his word? ; I thought it very pro- 
bable that all that had befallen us was on, 
my account. I was at lail found out by 
tlie powerful hand of God, and condemn- 
ed in my own breaih However, proceed- 
ing in tlie method I have defcribed, I be- 
gan to conceive hopes greater than all my 
fears J efj>ecially when at the time we were 
ready to give up all for loit, and deipair 
was taking place in e^ery countenance, 
I faw the "wind come about to tlie very 
point we wilhed it, Co as bell to fuit that 
broken part of the lliip which muR be kept 
out of the water, and to blow £o gentle as 
our few remaining fitils could bear ; and 
thus it continued without any oblervable* 
alteradou or incrcafe, thpugli at an un-. 
iicttied time of tlic year, till we once more 
were called up to lee the land, and were 
convinced that it was land indeed. We 
iliw the id and Tory, and the next day an^ 
i:hoi^d in Lough S willy in Ireland. Tliisi 
was the 8th of April, jull four \yeeks after 
^e damage w^e f^ltg^iixed iix^TC^ ^^E^fc ^"^^^ 
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Wlifcn we came into this port, our veiS* laff 
victuals was boiling in the pot ; and beibre 
we liad been there two hours, the wintl^ 
wiiicli leemed to have been providentially 
rellraiued till we were in a place of fafetv, 
began to blow with great violence, fb that 
if we had continued at fca that night in 
our ihattercd enfeebled condition, we mull 
iJi all human appearance have gone to the? 
bottom. About tliis time I beo-au to know 
that tliere is a God that hears and anlwers 
prayer. How many times has he appeared 
for me fluce this great deliverance. — let, 
alas ! how diltruilful and ungrateful is my ' 
heart unto tliis hour. I am^ 



■^ 



, Dear Sir^ 

Your obliged humble fcr^aut. 

JaDuarj- rp. 1753. 



1. ^TT ^^^ 
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LETTER IX. 



Derrr Sir, 

I Have brought my liiftory clown to the 
time of my aiT^val in Irelfincl, t 748 ; 
but before I pi'oceed, I would look back a 
little, to o;ive you Ibme further account of 
the Hate of my mind, and how far I wa» 
Iielped a|);aitiil inward difficulties, whicli 
beiet me at the time I had many outward 
hardfliips to llm^gle with. The il;rait9 of 
hunger, cold, wcarinefs, and the fears of 
fluking, and llarvinp;, J fliared in common 
with others ; but, bclides thefe, I felt a 
heart-bit temefs, which was properly my 
own ; no one on board but myielf being; im - 
prciied with any fenfc of the hand of God 
in our tlangcr and deliverance, at Icaft not 
awakened to any concern for their {buls. 
No temporal difpeniations can reach the 
Iieart, uulrfs the Lord hinifrlf ap]>li€S 
them. My companions in danger were 
either quite unaffected, or foon for^rot it 
all ; but it v*^ar. not lo witlimc : not V'^a': I 
vr.*,>i any wifcy or bettciv tUau- tlvcv ^V.\ ^ '^^^- 
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Cini(c t^ic Lord was plf^a^td to vouc^iljff? 
me peculiar mercy, otl^er\* lic I wa*? ^1k» 
moii unlikely peHbii in the fliip to receive, 
an imprcfTion, having been often before 
quite ihipiJ aiul Iiardci.ed in tlic veiy llice 
of oreat clangers, and alwavs, till tliis time, 
had liartlened my neck Ibill moie and more 
after every rej)i*oof. — I can fee lio realoii 
why the Lord fmgled me out for merry 
but this, " that fo it feemed good to him ;'* 
iinlel' it was to lliew, by one aftoiii filing 
inltance, that with him ^^ nothing is im- 
" jioifible." 

There were no perll>ns on l>oard to 
whom I could o]>en myfelf with freedom 
concerning the li:ate of my foul, none from 
wliom I could aik advice. As to books, I 
liad a New Tcilamcnt, StanV.ope already 
inentloned^ and a volume of Bifhoj^ Eeyc-' 
rid^:;e*s ferinonsj one of whicli, upon our 
Lord's jjaflion, afi'ected me much.* In per- 
niinti the New Tcitament I v»ai llruck -w itii 
fcvcral padhoes, particularly that of the fiy^- 
trce, LuJte xiii. the cafe of St Paul, i Ti;:/» 
i. but ['aiticularly tlie Prodigal, Luks xv. 
a caie I tiioutrht that had never bccTi lo 
nearly exe:ii,i'iincd as by myielf — anilt^R-'Ji 
the goodiiers of the father ivv rec^it in;«V 
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fiav in n:r.:;iii^^ to meet lucli a fc>i), a\u\ 
li'is iiiteiuleJ only to illullratc t]ie Lord's 
• oodiieis to reluniiiio-rnniers — ^tlds '»i(iiied 
^ii oil me. I coi'tiiiued much in prayer; 
1 lIiNV tliat t!ie Lord had interpoiVd fo far 
to ilive me, and I Jioped he would <Io more. 
The outward cireundlaiues lielped in this 
pi: ire to make me Hill more lenoi's aiid 
eanieiV in ciyiii[»- to him ayIio alone could 
relieve me ; and loinetiraes I tIion«]it I 
could be content to die even for want of 
food, io I mi.oht but die a believer. Thus 
i\iv I was anr.vered, that before we arrived 
ill Ii eland 1 had a latislaolor^'' ei'idcnrc iir 
my ov.jii mind oftlie truth ol'the «'ofpeL 
as cotifulerctrtn itlelf, and its exact fuit-^ 
abler.els to anl'wer all my needs. I i;:\v, 
that, by the way there pointed out, God 
miiilit declare not his mercy only, but his 
ju'lice alio, in the pardon of fin, on the 
account oi'the obedience and fuffenngs of 
fcfus Chnfh Mv iudj.>nicnt at t!^at time 
cr. braced the fublime dot^tiiue of ^' God 
** manifeit in tlie fle/b, reconcilinp- the' 
^< world to himfelf." 1 had no idea of 
I'toil- fvflems which allow the Saviour no 
hij.»l:er honour than that oj' an upper fcr^ 
:..::ty oral the moil a dcm'i g'id.' \. v^ci^^vVSxv 
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teej of an almifvlitv Saviour, and futli a 

Ibli^ I found dcfcribed in tlie New Tella- 

^; ' qsent. Thus far the Lord had wrought 

. *. i% marvellous thing ; I was ho longer an 

infidel) I heartily renounced my* former 

profanenefs j I had taken tip fbme right 

notions, was ferioully diipofed, and lin- 

cerely touclied with a lenfe of tlie unde- 

fcrved mercy I had received, in being 

brought iafc through lb many dangei-s. 

I was ibiTy for my pall^ mifpent life, and 

purpoled an inunediate reformation : I was 

quite freed from the liabit of Iwearing, 

which feemed to have been deeply rooted 

in me as a fecond nature. Thus, to all 

appearance, I was a new mllh. 

But though I cannot doubt that tliis 
change, fo far as it prevailed, was wrought 
by the Spirit and power of God, yet Hill I 
was greatly delicicnt in many relpeAs. I 
was in fome degree aflei^ed with a ienfe of 
my more enormous lins, but I was little a- 
ware of the innate evils of my lieart. I 
. had no apjirchenlioii of the {}>iiituality and 
extent of the law of God ; tlie liidden life 
of a Chriflian, as it confiits in communion 
with God by Jefus Clirill, and a continual 
dependence on liiin lor hourly fappUes of 
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^ifdom, ftreiigtli^ and comfort^ was ^^Vf^ 
ftery of which I liad as yet no knowle< 
I acknowledged the Lord's mercy in ps 
doning what was pall, but depended 
cliiefly upon my o^-n relblution to do bet- '^ 
ter for the time to come, I had no Chri- 
Itian fnend or faithful miniller to ad\ ilc 
me tliat my ilrength was no more tlian my 
righteoufnefs ; and though I fbon began 
to enquire for ferious books^ yet not ha- 
ving fj)iritual diicemment, I frequently 
made a wrong choice, and I was not 
brought in tlie way of evangelical preach- 
ing or converiation (except a few times 
when I heard but underllood not j for fix 
years after this period* Thofe things ithe 
Lord was pleafed to diicover to megradu- 
Blly. I learnt them here a little and there 
a little, by my own painful experience, 
at a dillance from the common means and 
ordinances, and in die midlt of the fame 
courfe of evil company, and bad examples^ 
as I liad been couveHant with for {bmc time. 
From this peiiod I could no more make a 
mock at fin, or jell with holy things ; I 
^o more queliioued tlic truth of fcriptme, 
or lo(l a (enfe of the rebukes of confcience. 
.'J'liereforc I coajiider this as the begLunin^ 



of my return to God, or rather of* his re-* 
turn to me ; but I cannot confider myfeli' 
to have been a believer .(in the full ftnjTe of 
the word) till a confiderable time afters 
wards. 

I have told you, that in the time of onr 
diftrefs we had frefh water in abundance^- 
This was a confiderable relief to us, efpeci- 
ally as oui* fjjare diet was mollly fait fiflx 
without bread > we dMtik plentifully, and 
were not afraid of wanting water j .yet our 
flock of tliis likewife was much nearer tor 

■ an end than w^ expected : we fuppofed that 
we had fix large butts of water on boards 
and it was well that we were fafe arrived 
in Ireland before we diCrovered that E\e 
of them were empty, having been removed 
out of their places, and Itove by the vio* 
lent agitation when tlie Ihip Vi0s full of 
water. If we had found this out while wo; 
were at (ea, it would have greatly height- 
ened our dillrefs^ as we mull have dnink 
more fpaiingly^ 

While the (hip was refitting at LoUgh> 
S willy, I repaired to Londonderry. I lodged 
at an exceeding good houfe, where I wa# 
treated with much kindnefs, and Ibcn'ipe-^ 

bruited wy health and ftxtw]^. * waijtipty 
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H. (erious profeffor, went twice a day. t^ 
tlic prayers at church, and determined to 
receive the (acranient the next opportuni- 
ty. A few days before, I fignified my in- 
tention to the miniiier, as the rubric direAs^ 
but I found tlus practice was grown obfb- 
lete* At leilgtli the day came : I arole veiy 
early — rwas very particular and eamell iix 
my private devotion, and with the grcatcit 
iblemnity engaged myfelf to be the Lord's 
for ever, and only liis, Tliis was not a for- 
mal, but a (incere furrender, under a warra 
fenfe of mercies recently received; and y^tf * 
for want of a better knowledge qF iij.y(elfj 
and the fubtilty of Satan's temptations, I 
was ieduced to forget the vows of God that 
were upon me. Upon the vvhole, though 
my views of the goibel-falvation were ve- 
ry indiil|n(5l, I experienced a peace and 
^atisfat^iOQ in the ordinance that day, 
to whicli I had been hitherto a perfeA 
ilranger. 

The next day I W5i.s abroad with the 
Mayoi of the city and fome otlier gentle* 
luen, (hooting ; I climbed up a lleep bank^ 
And puliin(j my fowling-piece after me, a^ 
I held it in a peqiendicular diredion, it 
fTf ^ off £o near my face •a.'^ ta Vswtsx ^s^k-x^ 



Y^% ^^ 
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Ait comer of my hat.— Thus when w^- 
think ourfelves in the greateft fafety, w6 
arc no left expofed to danger, than when 
all the elements (ecm coniplring to de» 

. ftroy us. The divine Providence^ which i j 
iufficient to deliver us in our utmofb extre* 
mity, is equally neceflary to our preferva- 
tion in the mod peaceful (ituation. 

During our ilay in Ireland I wrote home* 
The veflel I was in had not been heard of 
for eighteen months, and was given up for 
lofl long before. My father had no more 
expedbation of hearing that I was alive, but 
he received my letter a fbw days before he 
lef\: L6ndon. — He was jull going Grovemor 
of York Fort in Hudfbn*s Bay, from whence 
he never returned. He failed before I land* 
ed in England, or he had piupofed to take 
me with him; but God deiigning other- 
wife, due hindrance ov other delayed us 
in Ireland until it was too late. I recei* 
ved two or three afTet^onate letters front 
him, but I never had tlie pleafure of feeing 
him more. I had hopes, that in tlu-ee years 
more I fhould have had an opportunity; 
of afking his fbrgivenefs for the uneaiincfs 
my difbbcdience had given him t but ihk 

fbdp that was to have brou^t lihn, bome^ 
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came "without hiiii. According to the hell 
^counts we received, he was feized with 
the cramp when badiing, and drown cd- 
a jittle before her airival in die bay.— - 
Excufe tliis dioi'eflion.' 

My father;^ wiliing to contribnlr all i^ 
liis power to my ratisfa><9ion, paid a vifit 
before his dcpai-tiire to my fiicnds in Kent^ 
and gave his confent to tlie union wliich 
Jhad been fo long talked of. Thus wlicn t 

returned to , I found I had only the 

confent of one perfbn to obtain ; with her 
I as yet Itood at as great an uncertainty a^ 
on the firil day I faw Iier. 

I arrived at -the latter end of May 

1748, about the fame <lay that liy father 

failed fiiom the Nore, but founcT the Lord 

had provided me another father in the 

gentleman whoie iliip had brought m^ 

Jiome. He received me with oreat tender- 

neis, and the ftrongdl exprcffions of fiiend- 

Hiip and affillance; yet no more than he 

has fmce made good: for to him,, as tli^ 

iniirument of God's goodnefs, 1 owe my 

all. Yet it v/oukl not have been in the 

^power even of tlils fiiend to have ferv ed 

ine effci^uaUy, if the Lord had not met 

.*vith me on my way home, as I liave rela.- 
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*^TT* «o views ot i*'^ ^ to the fti<=''**» 
trance of the P^^^d tac ^ ^^ I 

raaoti, I " . . ^rto si-^ay* "*!" t Viad bet- 

ter raakc ** ^^Ire a i^^ - ventured 
*«> «^'/' ttrS-efs, ^f *^i: «ate df 

^^TrSk^uth a «=»^ft^ preferred to 
to mvdertaKe j^ ^aS pr . 

*« g" *".?„rt vifit to Lo«?°"' I Kad but 

""' C^-*y «^'^;^^^^«le, for 1 
"'' ?-^W availed «y^*, t^ iftpleacUng 
°^"'Sfay\«ceedingauk^*7^er my 

""** irduft viva ^0''-^f cfae»ion i*i 
my oNvti can ^ ^ the <^ ^^ 

^"^"^ * 'T;Secav.*A ^-^ «^**W 

not avoid ttiiuci* 
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Iter) coming to Ibme fort of an cxplana* 
tiou. , Her aniwer (though penned witlx 
abundance o^ caution) , fatisfied me^ as I 
colle<fied from it, that Ihe was free from 
any other engagement, and not unwilling 
to wait the event of the voyage 1 had un- 
dertaken^ I fhould be aHiaraed to trouble 
you with thefe little details^ if you had 
Hot yourfelf defired me. 

I am^ 

Yours^ tc* 
January ao* 17^3. 



LETTER. 
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LETTER X 



MY conncioiQixis widi iea-aflairs bavf 
oftes. led mr to dunk, that the va- 
lirdcs obierral4e in Chritnan cj^Mcxieiice 
may be properly iliiilh:ated trom the cir- 
cnnul^nces of a voyage- Imagiue to your- 
lelf a namber ot veAels, at diderent times^ 
and from di^rmt places^ bound to the 
lame port ; there are iame things in which 
all dieie would agree — the compafs lleer- 
ed by the port in \iew, the general rules 
of navinfution» both as to the management 
of the veirel, and determinino: dieir ailro- 
nomical oblcxA-adon, would be the fame im 
all. In otlicr re{pects they would differ : 
perliaps no two of them would meet with 
t|ic fame dillribution of winds and wea- 
ther. Some we ice (et out with a proipc- 
reus gale, and when diey ahnoil think their 
paflage (ecured, they are checked by ad- 
xerCe blafts ; and after enduiing muck' 
hardfhip and danger, and fi-equent expec-* 
tatlons of /Lip wreck, they jull elcape^ '*nd : 
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reach the defired haven. Others meet tli* 
greatell difficulties at firft ; they put fortli 
in a Itorm, and are often beaten back ; at 
length their voyage proves favourable, and 
they enter tlie port with a rxuptf^f**, a rich 
and abundant entrance. Some are hard 
beiet with cruifers and enemies, and obli-* 
ged to fight their way through j others meet 
with little remarkable in their palTage. 1$ 
it not thus ill the f]>iritual life ? All true 
believers walk by the fame rule, and mind 
the fame tilings : The word of God is their 
compafs, Jesus is both their polar ftar and 
•their fun of righteoufhefs ; tlieir hearts and 
faces are all let Sion-ward, Thus far they 
are as one body, animated by one Spirit ; 
yet their experience, formed upon thefc 
common principles, is far from unifbmt* 
The Lord, in his firll call, and his follow- 
ing difpeniations, lias a regard to the fitu* 
ation, temper, talents of each, and to the 
particular fer vices or trials he has appoint- 
ed them for. Though all are exerciied 
at times, yet fbme pafs through the voyage 
of life much more Imoothly than others. 
But he, '* who walks upon the wings of 
-•^ the wind, and meafures the waters in 
^i, the hollow of his hand." wiU not €^«c 
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ttuy of wliom he has once taken charge, 
toperifh in the ilonns, though for a ieaion^ 
perhaps, many of them are ready to give 
up all hopes. 

We mud not therefore make the expe- 
rience of others, in all ref}>cd:s, a rule to 
ourfelves, nor our own a rule to others ; 
yet theie are common millakes, and pro<* 
duc^ve of many more. As to myjfelf, evC'* 
ry part of my cafe has been cxti'aordinary. 
*— I have hardly met a fuigle inftance re- 
£embling it. Few, very £ew^ have been, 
recovered from fuch a dreadful Hate ; and 
tJie few that have been tlxus favoured, have 
generally palTed thi'ough the moll fevere 
convidUous ; and after the Lord has given 
them peace, their future lives , have been 
ufually more zealous, bright, and exem- 
^ary than common. Now, as on the one 
hand my conviclions were vei-y moderate, 
and far bcloAv what might have been ex* 
pedled from the dreadful review I had to 
make, fb, on the other, my iiril beginning's 
in a relioions courfe were as faint as caii 
be well imagined. I never knew that lea:- 
fon alluded to, Jer'. ii. 2. Rev. ii. 4. ufualljr 
called the time of the firp iove. Who wquUI 
Xiot cxpe^iX to hear^ that after fuch a wotb»' 
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derful unhoped-for deliverance as I had 
received, and after my eyes were in fome 
meadire enlightened to fee tilings aright, 
I fhould immediately cleave to the Lord 
and his ways, with full purpofe of heart, 
and confult no more \vith flefh and blood ? 
But, alas ! it was far otherwife with me. 
I had learned to pray j I let ibme value up- 
on the word of God, and was no longer a 
libertine ; but my fbid ftill cleaved to the 

duft. Soon after my departure from L , 

I began to interfnit, and grow ilack in wait- . 
ing upon the Lord j I grew vain and tri- 
fling in my conveiiation ; and though my 
heart fmote toe often, yet my armour was 
gone, and I declined fait ', and by the time 
I arrived at Guinea, I feemed to have for- 
got all tlie Lord's mercies, and my own 
engagements, and was (profanenels ex- 
cepted) almoll as bad as before. The ene- 
my prepared a train of temptations, and 
i became his eafy prey ; and, for about a 
mouth, he lulled me afleep in a courfe of 
evil, of which, a few months before, I could 
. not have luppofed myfelf any longer ca- 
jpiible. How much propriety is tlicrc in the 
ai>olUe^s advice, '* Take heed, left any of 
*^ jrou be hardened thiou^t!icL<( ^<twxS>a5L- 
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^ ncfs of fin.'* O who can be fuificiently 
upon tlieir guard 1 Sin firil deceives, and 
then it hardens : I was now fail bound in 
chains ; 1 had little defire, and no power 
at aU to recover myfelf. I could not but 
at times refled: how it was with me ; but 
if I attempted to llrugglc witli it, it was 
in vsdn, I was juft like Samfbn, when he 
iaid, *' I will go forth, and (hake myfelf as 
*^ at other times ;" but the Lord was de- 
parted, and he found himfelf helplefs, in 
the hands of his enemies. By the remem- 
brance of this interval, the Lord has often 
iiiftrucfbed me fince, what a poor creature 
I am in myielf, inculpable of Handing a 
(ingle Hour, without continual frefh fup- 
plics of fli'ength and grace from tlie foiui- 
tain-head* 

At length the Lord, whofe mercies are 
infinite, interpofed in my behalf. My bu- 
(iiiefs iu this voyage, while upon the coall, 
^vas to fail from place to place in the long- 
boat to purchafe flaves. The fhip was at 

* Sierra Leon, and I tlien at the Plantanes, 
the fcene of my former captivity, where 
every thing I fliw might leem to remind inc 
of my ingiatitude. I was in eafy circum^ 

/t^ijice.^^ coiuted by tho& v(ho.fonii<;r4y do* 
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fpiftd tne : the lime-trees I had planted 
were gro^nng tall, and proiniled fruit tlie 
following year, againii wliich time I had 
eji[pe(^ations af^retuming witli a fliip of 
my dwn. But. none of thefc thmgs affect- 
ed me, till, as I have faid, the Lord a^aiu 
interpoied to fave me. He vilited me with 
a violent fever, which broke the fatal chain^ 
And once more brought me to inyielf. But 

what a profpedt ! I thought myfelf now 

fummoned away My palt dangers aiul 

deliverances, my eameit prayers in the 
time of trouble, my folema vows before the 
Lord at his table, and my ungrateful re- 
turns for all his goodnefs, were all prefent 
to my mind at once. Then I begarfto wiih 
that the Loi^ had fufiered me to link in« 

• 

to the ocean, when 1 iirll befbught his m^r» - . 
cy. For a little while I concluded the dooir 
of hope to be quite fhut ; but this conti* 
nued not long. Weak, and ahnolb deliri« 
ous, I aroie from my bed^ and crept to % 
i-etired part of the iiland, and here I found 
A renewed liberty to pray. I duril make " 
no more refblves, but calk mylelf before 
the Lord, to do with me as he ihould pleaie. 

1 do not remember that any particular text^ 

» or ixnuurkablc di Ccovery , v{ ^s "^x^feci&t'&L \a 
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my mind, but in general I was enabled t» 
hope and believe in a crucified Saviour. 
The burden was removed from my con« 
fcience, and not only my peace, but my 
health was rellored ; I cannot fay inftan- 
taiieoufly, but I recovered from that hour^ 
and fb fall, that when I returned to the 
ihip two days afterwards, I itas perfWlly 
well before I got on board. And from that 
time, I trutt, I have been delivered from 
the power and dominion of (in, though 
as to the efledis and confliiSb of fin dwell- 
ing in me, I Hill ** groan, being burden- 
<^ ed." I now began again to wait upon 
the Lord ; and though I have ofVen grieved 
Ills Spirit, and foolifhly wandered from him 
iince, (when, alas, fhall I be more wife!), 
yet his powerful grace has hitherto prefer- 
red me from A>ch black declenlions as this 
I have laii recorded ; and I humbly tmfl 
in his mercy and promifes, tliat he will bo 
my guide and guard to the end. 

My leifure hours in this voyage were 
chiefly employed in learning the Latin 
language, wliich I had now entirely forgot* 
This defire took place from an imitation 
I had feen of one of Horace's odes in a ma^ 

1 

g-azhze. 1 began tlie ;\txtm^t under the 



grcateft difadvantages poffible ; for I pitch* 
ed upon a poet, perhaps the moft difficult 
of the poets, even Horace himiclf, for mj 
firi): book. I had picked up an old Engliih 
tranllation of him, which, with Callalio's 
Latin Bible, were all my helps. I forgot 
a Dictionary, hut^I would not therefore 
give up my purpofe. I had the edition /// 
ufumDelphini ; and by comparing the Odes 
with the interpretation, and tracing the 
words, I could underiland from one place 
to another by the index, with tlie aflillance 
I coidd get from the Latin Bible : in this 
way, by dint of hard induftry, often wa-r 
king when I might have llept, I made fbme 
progrefs before J returned, and not only 
underftgod the fen(e and meaning of many 
Odes, and ibme of the £piiUe$, but began 
to reUih the beauties of the compofition^ 
and Acquired u fpice of what Mr Law calls 
tlajjicai enthufiaff?h And indeed, by this 
means, I had Horace more ad tinguein than ' 
ibme who are mafters of the Latin tongue ; 
for my helps were fb few, that I generally 
had the pailage fixed in my memory, bc- 
ibre I could fully undcriland its mean- 
ing. 
•. JM^ bufinefs in the long-boat^ dwaAvv^ 



eight months we were upon the coaft^ ex» 
poicd me to innumerable dangers and pe- 
rils, fi-om burning Ains and chilling dews, 
winds, rains, and thunder-llorms, in the 
open boat ; and on fhore, from long jour- 
nies through the woods, and the temper of 
the natives, who are in many places cruel, 
treacherous, and watching opportunitiei 
for mifchief. Several boats in the {am« 
time were cut off, feveral white men poi- 
ibned, and in my own boat I buried fix or 
icven people with fevers. When going on 
fliore, or returning from it, in their little 
canoes, I have been more than once or 
twice overfet by the violence of the fViri^ 
or beach of the fca, and brought to lan4 
half dead, (for I could not fwim). An ac* 
count of fuch efcapes as I itill remember, 
would (well to feveral (beets, and many- 
more I liave perliaps lbrgx>t ; I ihall only 
(cle A one inilance, as a ipecimeii of that 
wonderful pitividence which watched over 
me for good, and which, I doubt not, you 
will think worthy of notice. 

\VTien our trade was fhiKhed, and we 
were near failing to the Well Indies, the 
only remaining fervice I had to perfbmi 
iii the If oat, was to afUit ia biiii.^g.^he 
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^oChI and water from the Ihore. We were 
thea at Rio Seilors. I uled to go into the 
river in the af^iTioon with the lea-breeze, 
.procure my loading in the evening, and 
return on board in the morning with the 
*laud wind. Several of theie little voyages 
I had made, but the boat was^^;rown old, 
and almoin unfit for uie. This lervice like» 
wife was almoit completed. One day ha- 
ving dined on board, I was preparing to 
return to the river as formerly : I had ta- 
ken leave of the Captain, received his or^ 
ders, was ready in the boat, and juli going 
to put off, as we term it, that is, to let gp 
our ropes, and fail from tlie ihip. In that 
inllant die Captain came up from the ca- 
bin, and called me era board again. ' I 
went, expec^ng fmtlier orders ; but he 
iaid, his had took it in his head^ (as he plu^a- 
led it), that 1 fhould remain that day iu 
the iliip, and accordingly ordered another 
man to go in my room. I was furpriled 
St this, as the boat had never been feut 
away without me before, and afked hinv 
tlie reafbn ; he could give me no rca(bii. 
but as above, that ^o he would liavc iU 
Accordingly the boat went without me, 
■l>A' retojnaed no more. She C-wwV t>^ax. \\vsj^ 



-," <a^' 



C "* ] 

in tlie livcr^ and the perfbn who had Aip« 
plied liiy place was drowned* I ¥ra8 much 
llruck when we received news of the event 
the next morning. — ^The Captain himfelf, 
tliough quite, a ilranger to religion^ fb far 
as to deny a particular Providence^ could 
not help being affei^ed ; but he declared, 
that he had no other reafbn for counter- 
Tnaiidiiio: nie at tliat time, but that it came 
Suddenly into his mind to detain iae> ■ — 
I wonde^ I omitted this in my eight letters, 
u's I have always thought it one of the 
moil extraordinary circumilances of my 
^e. 

J am, 
■» 

Dear Sir, 

• ■ 

Your obliged (erv^knt* 

January SI. 1763, 



l.lLfXt.ti. 
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LETTER XI. 



Dear Sir^ 

A Few ^js after I was thus wonderfully 
fkyei. from an unfbreieen cjanger, 
Wie iailed for Antigna, and from thcuc^ 
proceeded to Charleftowji* in South Caro- 
lina, In this place there arc many icriou? 
pfQplj?, but I knew not where to find them 
put ; indeed I was not aware of a diller- 
i^nce, Jbut fuppoied that all who attended 
public worship were good Chiiilians. I was 
.as much in the dark about pit^aching*^ not 
^doubting but whatever came from the 
pulpit muil be very good. I had two or 
jthrce .opportunities of hearing a diHenting 
jninill:er named Smith, who, by what I 
have kno^vn fince, I believe to have been 
an excellent and powerful pi*eacher of tlie 
gofpel ; and there was fomcthing in his 
manner that llruck me, but I did not rights 
ly undeiil^n^-him. The bell words that 
men can ff»ealc are iiiefiec^ual till e.vplain- 
.ed gnd applied by the Spirit pf God, who 
\^nm can open the heait* Vl ^\^^fevv>:^ 
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Lord for fbme time that I fhould learn 110 
more than what iie enabled me to colIe<^ 
from my own experience and refledion* 
my conduA was now very inconfillent— - 
Abnoil every day, when bufinefs would per- 
mit, I ufed to retire into the woods and 
fields, (for thefe, when at hand^ have al- 
ways been my favourite oratories)^ and I 
trull I began to talle the fweets of conunn- 
nion with God in the exercifes of prayer 
and praiie, and yet I frequently (pent the 
evenings in vain and worthlefs company ( 
indeed my relifli for worldly diverlions wat 
much weakeni^, and I was rather a fpec*' 
tator than a fliarer in their pleafures, but 
I did not as yet iee the neceffity of an ab* 
fblute forbearance. Yet as ray compliance 
with cullom and company was chiefly ow- 
ing to want of light, rather than to an ob- 
(liiiate attacTiment, and the Lord was plea- 
led to prelerve me from what I ktiew was 
iinful, I had for tlie moil i>art peace of 
conlcience, and my llrongell defires were 
towards tlie things of God. As yet I knew 
not tlie force of tliat precept, ** Abflaln 
*^ from all appearance 6f evil j*' — bilt<iWJr 
often ventured upon tlie brink of teflvgfe^ 
tion ; but the Lord ^aa ^ra«i<iyc«& tiS*:^ 
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weaknefi, an4 would not fufTer the enemy 
%o prevail agadnil me. I did not break with 
the world at once^ (as might in my cafe 
haiufe been expe<9:ed), but I was gradually- 
led to fee the inconvenience and folly of 
OHe thing* after another^ and when I iaw 
it, the Lord ftrengthened me to give it up. 
But it was fbme years before 1 was fet quite 
;it liberty from occafional compliances in 
many things in which at this time I durXt 
fay no means allow myfclf* 

We finiihed our voyage, and arrived u^ 
JL ^ f-1.. When the (hip's affairs were let^ 
tied I went to London, and from thenc^ 
{as you may fuppoie) I ibon repaired t^ 
Kent. More than £even years were now 
dUpicd finee my flrit vifit — No views of 
tiie kind could (eem more chimerical, or 
could fubdit undei? greater difcourage- 
snentrthan mine had done ; yet, through 
the over-ruling goodnefs of God, while I 
ieemed abandoned to myfelf, and blindly 
following my own head-llrong paffions, J 
was guided by a hand that I knew not^ 
to tlie accomplifhment of my willies. Eve- 
ry obllacle was now removed. I had rcr 
lunmxred my former follies, my intercll was 
^[^bliihed, and friends otv. ^ &!i&s ^«sv«^ 
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(btiting ; the point was now entirely be*' 
tvvecn oiirfelves, ancl> after what had pall^ 
was cafily concluded.— —Accordingly our 
hands were joined on the lil of February 

1750. 
The fatisfaclion I have found in this 

union, you will fuppofe has been greatly 

heightened by refle<ftion on the former diA 

agreeable contrails I had pailed through, 

and the views I liave had of the fingular 

mercy and providence of the Lord ia 

bringing it to pais. If yon pleaie to look 

back to the beginning of my fixth letter, 

(page 71), 1 doubt not but you will alloMf 

that few pcrfbns have known more, either 

of the mifery or happinefs of which hu* 

man life (as confidered in itfelf ) is ca« 

pable. How eafily, at a time of life whea 

I was fb little capable of judging, (but a 

few months more than icventeen), might 

my afled:ions have been fixed where they 

could have met with no retmn, or where 

fucccfs would have been the heaviell diA 

appointment. The long delay I met with 

was likemle a mercy ; for had I fucceededL 

a year or two Iboner, before the Lord was 

pleafed to cliange my heart, we muil hav4B' 

^cn mutually unhappy, «\en as to thj^ 
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prcfent life. '* Surely m^rcy and goodneft 
*^ have followed me all my days.'* 

But, alas^ I fbon began to feel that my 
lieart was llill hard and ungrateful to the 
God of my life. This crowning mercy, 
which railed me to all I could afl^ or wiih 
in a temporal view, and which ought to 
have been an animating motive to obe* 
dience and praiie, had a contrary effcL^. — 
I refted in the gift, and forgot the Gi^er* 
•My poor narrow heart was futisfied — A cold 
and carelefs frame, as to fpiiitual things, 
tXK>k place, and gained ground daily. Hap- 
py fbr me, the £^2So\!l was advancing, an4 

in June I received orders to repair to L- > 

Tliis roufed.me from my dream; I need 
not tell you that I found the pains of ab- 
sence and feparation fully j>ro]>ortio ned 
.to my preceding pleafure. It was hardy 
.very liard, to part, especially as conlc-iencc 
interfered, and fuggellcd to me how little 
I dcferved that we fliould be fpared to 
meet again — ^But the Lord fupported me. 
— ^I was a poor faint idolatrous creature ; 
imt I had now fbme acquaintance with the 
.way of accefs to a throne of grace by the 
Mood of Jefus, and peace was loon rellqrr 
'fiiXt^ my cofifcieiice, yet llivo vv^lx aIV \.V\fc 
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following voyage iiJjr irregular and exasf' 
ii\'e affections were as thorns in my eyes, 
and often made my other lileffings talielefi 
and infipid. But he who doth all things 
well, over-ruled tliis likewile for good. It 
became an occafion of quickening me in 
prayer both for her and myielf ; it in- 
creafed my indifference for company and 
ainufement ; it habituated me to a kind of 
voluntary felf-denial, which I was after* 
wards taught to improve to a better pur* 
poic. 

Wliile I remained in £ngland> .ure cor* 
reiponded every poit ; and all the while I 
«ifcd the fea afterwards, I conilantly kept 
uj> the pniAice of writing two or three 
times a week (if weather and bufineis per- 
mitted), though no conveyance homeward 
ofl'ered for fix or eight months together. 
My packets were ufually heavy, and as 
not one of them at any time mifcarried, I 
have to the amount of near 200 Aiects of 
paper now lyingin my bureau of that cor» 
reipondence. 1 mention this little relief 
I contrived to ibfteu the intervals of ab* 
lence, becaufe it had a good effect beyoncl 
my firll intention. It habituated me to 
thhik and write upouai S>^^cat variety .ef* 
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AibjeAs, and I acquired, iiilenfibly, a gr^at» 
cr readinefs of exprefling mylelf tlian I > 
ihould have otherwiie attained. As I gain- 
ed more ground in religious knowledge^ 
my letters became more ierious, and at 
times I itill find an advantage in looking 
them over, cfoecially as they rqmiud mc 
of many providential incidents, and tJie 
ftate of my mind at diflerent periods iu 
thcie voyages, which would othenvife ha^ c 
eicaped my memoiy. 

I failed from I. in Augiifl 1750, 

coiranandcr of a gt)od fliip. I have no 
very extraordinary- events to recount fi'om 
tliis perio<l, and fhall therefore contra d: 
my memoirs, left I become tedious ; yet 
I am willing to give you a biief fketch of 
my hillory down to 1755, the year of niy 
fettlement in my prefent fituation. I had 
now the command and care of thiity per- 
ions ; I endeavoured to treat them with 
humanity, and to fet them a good ex- 
ample ; 1 likcwile eflablifhed public wor- 
iliip, according to the liturgy, twice cA'cry 
Lord's day, ofQciating myielf. Faither 
than this I did not pit)ceed while I conti- 
nued iu tliat employment. 

J £a \ i Jig now much leifurc ^ I "^^oi&oiN^A. 
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the ftndj of the Latin with good fuccefi. 
I remernb«"cd a dicftionaiy this voYaj>Cj 
and procured two or three bther books 5 
but flill it was my bap to chufe the hardeil. 
—I added Juvenal to Horace ^ and for profe 
authors^ I pitched upon Livy^ Ci^f^fy and 
SaiiujL You will. eafily conceive, Sir, that 
I liad hard work to begin (where I ihould 
have left off) with Horace and Livy. I was 
not aware of the difference of ilyle ; I had 
heard L'lvy higlily commended, and was 
reiblved to underiland him» I began witli 
tlie firll pa^rc, and laid down^i^ rule, which 

I ieUIom departed from, not to proceed to 
a {ci^ond period till I miderllood the firll, 
and ib on. I was often at a Hand, but lel- 

" dom diirouranrcd : liere and there I tbund 
a iew lines quite obilinate, and was forced 
to biciik in upoix my rale, and give tliein 
up, cfpecially as my edition had only the 
text, without any nole» lo affill me, But 

I I trie were not uiauv fuch; for before the 
clofe of that voyage, 1 could (with a few 
exreptions) read Lhy from end to end, al- 
nv>.'^ asrCii'tHy as a:i £;:gliili author, /^nd 
I foiYud, in 111 rmo lint iiig tliis diiliculty, I 
Jb-jd iiuinounted all in one. Other proijc 

aut/iors, whctt tVve^ c^vae m my way^ ^oft 
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mt little trouble. In fhort^ in the (pace of 
two or three voyages, I became tolerably 
acquainted with the beft claflics (I put all 
I have to (ay upon this fubjcft together) • 
I read Terence, Virgil^ and feveral pieces 
of Cicero y and the modem claifics> Bticha- 
f tatty EraffnuSy and CaJIJtnir ; at lengtli I 
conceivetl a defign of becoming 6'/V^ro»/tf// 
myielf, and thought it would be a fine 
thing indeed to write pure and elegant 
Latin, — I made fbme eflays towards it, but 
by this time the Lord was pleafed to draw 
me nearer to himfelf, and to give me a 
fuller \'iew of the ''pearl of g-reat price,** 
the ineilimable treafure hid in the field of 
the holy £:riptufe i and for the fake of tliis,- 
I was made willing to part with all my 
new acquired riches. I began to tliink 
that life was too fhort (efpecially my life) 
to admit of leiAire for fuch elaborate tri- 
fling. Neither poet or hiilorian could tell 
jne a word of Jcfus, and I therefore applied 
myfelf to thoie who could. The claiiics 
. were at iirll reilrained to one morning iu 
the week, and at length quite laid ailde. 
1 have not looked in Lhy tiieie five years^ 
iOtd I fuppoie I could not now well under- 
iii^nd him. Some paffages la H<irttce -axv^ 
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VirgU I ftill admiral but they leldom come* 
in my way. I prefer Buchanan's pfalms to 
a whole flielf of E/zevirs — But thus much I 
have gained, and more than this I am not 
fblicitous about, £b much of the Latin as 
enables me to read any ufeful or cmious 
book that is publifhed in that language. 
About the fame time, and for the fame 
reafbn that. I quarrelled with £/ry, I laid 

; afide the mathematics. — ^I found they not 
only coft me much time, but engrofled 
my thoughts too far ; my head was lite- 
rally fiill of /chcnte's» I was weary of cold 
contemplative truths, which can neither 
wann nor ^amend - the heart, but rather 
tend to aggrandize /eJf, I found no 
traces of this wiiHom in the life of Jcfus, 
or the writings of Paul. I do not regret 
that I have had fbme opportunities of 
knowing thefirft principles of thefe things, 
but 1 fee much cauie to praife the Lord 
that he inclined raie to ftop in time, and, 
whilft I was ^^ {pending my labours for that 
^' wliich is not bread," was pleafed to fct 
before me '* ^vine and milk without money 
f* and without price." 
My iirft voyage was fourteen months, 

^Jiro ugh various CcencsoE ^;w\^tT: ^xid diffi* 



ciilty, but notliiiig very remarkable ; and*, 
as I intend to be more particular with re- 
gard to the fecond, I fhall only fay. that I 
was preierved from every harm^ and ha- 
ving fcen many fall on my right hand and 
on my left, I was brought home in peace, 
and rellored to where my thoughts had 
])eeA often dired^ed, November 2, 1 751. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Tofui«» . 

January 11, 17^2. 
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LETTER Xlf. 



Dear Sir, 

IAlmoll wifli I could recal myjafl: fheet, 
and retract my promife. I fear I have 
engaged too far, and fhall prove a mere 
Ef^otiji, What have I more tliat can de- 
fence your notice ? However, it is ibme fa- 
tififiKftion tliat I am now writing to youi** 

• £elf only ; and I believe you will have can- 
. dour to exciife what nothing but a (enfe 

of your kindnefs could extort frorti me. 
Soon after tlie pciiod where my laft 

• doles, tliat is^ in the interval between my 
"tirlland fccond voyage after ray raandagc, 

I began to keep a fort of diary, a pra<nice 
winch I have lince found of great ule. I 
had in this i^iten'al repeated proofs of the 
ingratitude and evil of my hea.rt. A life 
of cafe, in the niidit of my friends, and 
the full Citisfaction of my wiiiie^s, was not 
favourable to tlie progi'efs of grace, and 
afforded cau£e of daily humiliatiotn. Yet, 
upon the whole, 1 gained ground- I bc» 
canic acquainted wixli books, which gav« 



C 139 1 
me a farther view of Chriftian doArfnff 
and experience, pai-ticularly, Scougal^s Life 
of God hi the Soul of Many Nerve/ s Medha^ 
tiojiSy and The Life of CoIoihI Gairdner. As 
to preadiing, I heard none but the coni- 
mon {bit, and had hardly an idea of any 
better ; neither had I the advantage rf . 
ChriiUan acquaintance, jt was likewift 
greatjy liindered by a cowardly refeiTcd 
ipirit ; I was afraid of being thought prc- 
cifc, and tliough I could not live without 
prayer, I durlt not propofb it even to my 
wills, till fhe herielf tirtt put me upon it ; 
ib far was I from tliofe epcpreilions of zeal, 
and love, which fcemib fui table to the ca(e 
of one who lias had much forgiven. In sk 
few months the retiuning fcaibn called 
me abroad again^ and I failed from I ^ ■ ^ 
in a new fbip, July 1752. 

A fcafaiing life is neceflarily excluded 
from tlie benefit of public ordinances and 
Chriftian communion ; but, as T have ob- 
ferved, my lols upon thefe heads was at 
tins time but {inalL In other reljieAs, \ 
know not any calling that feenw more fa- 
vom'able, or affords greater advantages to 
«n awakened mind, for promoting the life 
'of £jod in tlie foul, eipeci'a.W'^ 1^ ^-^^^Ssa^cw 



t MO ] 
%vlib lias tlie command of a fliip, and tliei«« 
by has it in his power to rellrain grofs ir- 
regularities in others, and to difpo^ of his 
own time ; and (till more £6 in African 
voyages, as the(e Chips carry a double pro* 
portion of men and officers to moil others, 
which' made my department very eafy i 
and, excepting the herry of trade, &c. 
upon the coaLt, which is rather occaiional 
than conftant, afforded me abundance of 
leifure. To be at fea in theie circumllances, 
withdrawn out of the reach of innumer* 
able temptations, with opportunity and a 
turn of mind difpofed to obiei^ve the won- 
ders of God in the great deep, with the 
two nobleil objedls of light, tlie expanded 
ieaveusy and the expanded ocean continual* 
Jy in view, and where evident interpoil- 
tions of divine providence, in anfwer to 
prayer, occur almoil every day ; thele are 
li^elps to quicken and confirm the life of 
iaith, which, in a good meafure, fupply 
Co a religious failor tlie want of thoie 
widvantages which can be only enjoyed 
upon the fliore. And indeed, thougii my 
knowledge of ipiritual things (as know- 
ledge is ufually eilimated) was at? this time 
rery jQnalli yet 1 foxm^times look back with 
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regret ^iipoti tliofc (cenes. I never knevf 
fweeter or more frequent hours of divine 
communion, than in my two lail voyages 
to Guinea, when I was eitlier ahnofl le- 
cluded from fbciety on (hip -board, or when 
on f horc araongil the natives, I have wan- 
dered through the woods, reflecting on the 
lingular goodnefs of the Lord to me, in a 
place where, perhaps, there was not a per- 
ibn that knew liim for fbine thoufand miles 
round me. Many a time, upon thefe oc- 
cafions, I have reU:ored the beautiful lines 
of Prppertius to their right owner ; lines 
full of blafphemy and madnefs, when ad* 
drefled to a creature^ but full orf comfort 
stud propriety in the mouth of a believer. 

Sic ego defertis poffim bene v'tvere fylv'ts 
Quo nulla hunuino fit via tritafede : 
Tu wihi turantm rejtMthf^w itoCte velatrd 
LupieHj et in foils tu mihi turha locUn 

Paraphrased. 

In defcrt woods with thee, my God, 
Where human footlleps never trod. 

How happy could I be ! 
Thou my repofe from care, my light 
Amidlt the darknefs of the night. 

In folitude my com^^^ . 
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^n the courfe of this voyage I was vrou* 
dicrfully preferveil in ^le midil of many- 
obvious and many tinforelfcen dangers. At 
one time there was a confpiracy amonglt 
my own people to turn pirates, and take 
the (hip from me. When the plot was 
nearly ripe, and they only waited a conve- 
nient opportunity, two of thofe concerned 
in it were taken iU one day ; one of them 
died, and he was the only perfbn I buried 

* while on board. This fufpended tlie affair^ 
and opened a way to its difcovery, or the 
coniequence might have been fatal. The 
flaves on board were likewife frequently 
plotting infurretfHons, and were fbme* 
times upon tlie very brink of mifchicf ; 
but it was ■' always diiclofed in due time* 
Wlien I Iv^e thought myfclf moll fecure, 
I have been fufUMp^larmed with d^tng^r ^ 
and when I hav^lmoft defpaired of life^ 
as fudden a deliverance has been vouchfa- 
fed me. My Hay upon the coail was long, 
tlie trade very precarious, and in the pur- 
fuit of my bufinels, both on board and on 
Ihore, I was hi deaths often. Let the fol- 
lowing inllance fcrve as a fpecimcn. 
I was at a place called Mana, near Cape. 

Mount ^ wliere I had ttaiilCat^^d -very largb;' 
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concerns^ aiid had^ at die time I am ipeak« 
ing of, Ibme debts and accounts to fbttle, 
wliich required mj attendance on fliorc, 
and I intended to go as the next moniing. 
When I arofe, I left the fliip, according to 
my purpofe ; but when I came near tlie 
ihore, the furf, or breach of the (ea, ran fb 
liigh, that I was abnoil afraid to attempt 
landing. Indeed I had often ventured at 
a wode time, but i felt an inward bin* 
drance and backwardnefs, which I could 
not account for : the furf fumiilied a pre- 
text for indulging it, and after waiting 
and hefitating for about half an hour, I re- 
turned to the fliip, without doing my bu- 
liiiefs, which I think I never did, but that 
moniing, in all the time I ufed that trade. 
— But I fbon perceived the re«io|i of all 
this. — It (eems, the ds^^^^ore f^uteuded 
to land, a fcandalous al^mPllidlefs charge 
Iiad been laid agaiiAtne, (by whole iuiii- 
gatioii I could never learn), which great- 
ly threatened my honour and intercll both 
in Africa and England, and would perh ap5, 
humanly (peaking, have afleiTted my life, 
if I had landed according to my intention. 
I fhall pcrliaps indole a letter, whicli wia 
give a full account of tlus ilrauge adveu- 
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ture, and therefore (hall fay no more of 
it hei-e, any further than to tell you, that 
an attempt, aimed to deftroy either my 
life or charatfter, and which might very 
probably, in it confequcnces, have rained 
my voyage, paffed off without the leail in- 
convenience. The perfon nioil concerned^ 
owed me about a hundred pounds, which 
he (ent me in a huff, and otlienvife, pcr- 
liaps, would not have paid me at all. I 
was vdy uneafy for a few hours, but was 
fbon afterwards coniforted. I heard no 
more of my accufation till the next voyage, 
and then it was publicly acknowledged to 
be a malicious calumny, witliout the leail 
ihadow of a ground. 

Such was tlie viciffitudes and difficulties 
through whicli the Lord preferved me. 
Now ani theu ^th faith and patience 
were (harply es^dirciXed, but fuitable ttrengtii 
was given ; and as thofc tilings did not oc- 
cur every day, the lludy of rfie Latin^ of 
which I gave a general account in my lalt, 
was renewed, and carried on from time 
to time, when bufinefs would permit. I was 
fuollly very regular in the management of 
my time ; I allotted eight hours for fleep 
UJiil meals^ eight \\o\Mre tor exercile and dci- 
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votion, and eight hours to my books : and 
thus, by diverfifying my engagements, the 
whole day was agreeably filled up, and I 
feldom found a day too long, or an hour 
to {pare. My ftudies kept nie employed, 
and fb far it was well ; otherwife they 
were hardly worth the time they coft, as 
they led me to an admiration of falle mo- 
dels and fahe maxims ; an almoil unavoid- 
able confequence (I fuppofej of an admi- 
ration of claiCc audiors, Abatino- what I 
have attained of the langiiage, I think I 
might have read Cajfandra or Cleopatra to 
as good purpofe as I read Livy^ whom I 
now account an equal romancer^ though in 
a diflbrent way. 

From the coa(l I went to St Chriftophers ; 
and here my idolatrous heart was its own 
punifliment. The letters I expedtcd from 
Mrs N ***** * w^re by millake forvrard- 
cd to .-Antigua, wliich had been at firll pro* 
pofcd as our port. As I w^as certain of her" 
punctuality in writing, if alive, I con» 
eluded, by not hearing from lier, that flie 
was furely dead. Tliis fear affei^led me 
more and more ; I loft my appetite and 
reft ; I felt an inceflant pain in xny fto- 
jxuich, and in about tlu'cc weeks tusaa^^v-** 

N 
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n^ar finking under the wciglit 6f* ati una' 
ginary llroke. I felt (bme fevere fynip* 
toms of that mixture of pride and madnefs 
wluch is Cottimdnly called a broke fV jbeart s 
ftud indeed I wonder that this cafe is not 
Inore conunoix than it appears to be. How 
often do the potfherds of the earth prc- 
fume to contend with their Maker ? and 
what a wonder of* mercy is it that tliey are 
liot all broken ? However, my complaint 
was not all grief; confcicnce had a Ihare^ 
1 thought my unfaithfulnefs to God had 
deprived me of her, efpecially my back- 
wardnefs iu (peaking of fpiritual tilings^ 
which I could hardly attempt, even to her. 
It was tliis thought, that I had loll inva** 
luable, irrecoverable opportunities, which 
both duty and afFetftion ihouhl have enga-? 
ged me to improve, tliat cliiefly flung me ; 
%nd I thought I would have given thtf 
world to know flie was living, (that I might 
at leall difch^rge my engagements by wri* 
ting), though I was never to fee her again. 
Tliis was a fliarp leflbn, but I hope it did 
me good } and when I had thus fuffered 
ibme weeks, I thought of fending a fmall 
reflcl to Antigua. I did fo, and fhe brought 
file ievcral packets, which reflored my 
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liealth and peace, and g'are me a ftrong 
contrail of the Lord's goodnefi to me, and 
my unbelief and ingratitude towards liim. 

In Augull 1 753 I returned tp L My 

ftay was very fhort at home that voyage, 
only fix weeks;' in that ipace nothing ve» 
ry memorable occurred ; I (hall therefore 
begin my nei;t with an account of my 
thii'd and laft voyage. And thus I give 
both you and myielf hopes of a fpeedy pe* 
riod to theie Memoirs, wiiich begin to be 
tedious and minute even to myfclf ; only 
I am animated by the thought that I write 
at your requell, and have diercfore an op* 
portunity of ibewing myfeHlL it 



Your obliged fervant^ 



January 31. zytfj. 



Na l^^HL^^^ 
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Bear Sir, 

MY third voyage was fliortcr and Icfi 
perplexeid thaii either of the for* 
mcr. Before I failed, I met with a young 
man who had fonnerly been a midfliipman^ 
and. my intimate companion on board the 
Harwich* He was, at the time I firft knew 
him, a fbber youth, but I found too much 
luccefs in my unhappy attempts to infeft 
him with libertine principles. When we 
met at L *■ , our acquaintance renewed 
upon the ground of our former intimacy* 
He had goo^ fenfe, and bad read many 
books. — Our converfation frequently turn- 
ed upon relitvion, and I was very defirous 
to repair the mifchief I had done him, I 
gave luma plain account of the manner and 
reafbn of my change, and ufed every ar- 
gument to perfuade him to relinqiuih his 
infidel fchemes ; and when I fometimes 
prelled him fo clvife tliat he had no other 
reply to make, he would remind me that 
/ H a5 the very firft. "gertoii who had given 
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him an idea of his libertr. This occafion- 
ed me many mournful reflections. He was 
then going mailer to Guinea himfclf ; but 
before liis fhip was ready, his merchant 
became a bankrupt, which difconccrted his 
voyage. As he had no farther expe<5lation$ 
for that year, I offered to take liim with 
me as a companion, that he miglit gain a 
knowledge of the coafl, and the gentle- 
men who emplo}xd me promiled to pro- 
vide for him upon his return. My ^icw in 
this was not ib much to lerve him in his 
bufinefs, as to have an opportunity of de- 
bating the point with him at leifure 5 and 
I hoped, in the courie of jny voyage, my 
arguments, example, and prayers, might 
have {bme good cffe^: on liim. My inten- 
tion in this Hep was better than my judg- 
ment, and I had frequent reaibn to re}>ent 
it. He was exceedingly profane, and grew 
woi-fc and wor(e. I faw in Iiim a mod live- 
ly pii^iure of what I Iiad once been, but it 
was very inconvenient to have it always be- 
fore my eyes. Belides, he was not only deaf* 
to my remonllrances himielf, but laboured 
all he could to counteraA my influence 
upon otliers. His fpint and pauions were 
IDinvife exceeding liigli, fo xXvaX Vl il^q^v- 

N 3 ^^^ 
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red all my prudence and autlionty to holA 
him in any degree of rellraint. He was 
as a fharp thorn in my fide for fbme time ; 
but at length I had an opportunity upon 
the coail of buvinor a Imall velleL which I 
fapplied witli a cargo from my own, and 
gave liim the command^ and fent him away 
to trade on the fliip's. account. When we 
parted, I repeated an*l enforced ray bcil 
ad'* iipe. I bjelieve liis friendship and regard 
was as great as could be expedted^ where 
principles were lb diametrically oppofite ; 
he leemed greatly afl'cc^ed wlien I left him, 
but my words had no weight with him ^ 
when he found liimlelf at liberty from 
under my eye, he gave a haily lopfe to e- 
yery appetite ; and his violent irregulari- 
ties, joined to tlie lix,*at of the climatCy ibou 
threw him into a malignant fe^cr, wliicli 
carried him off in a few days* He died 
convinced, but not changed. The account 
I had from thole wlio were witli him was 
dreadful ; liis rage and delpair Ihoick them 
all with honor, and he pronounced Iiis 
own fatal doom before he expired, without 
^iiy appearance that lie either hoped or ajkej 
^or mtrcy. I thought diis awful contrail 
^i^^iit not be iiTvpioyjev Xo ^n^ ^^^-^ as a 



ftrongcr view of the dillingTaiiliing good- 
liefs of God to me, the cliief of finners. 

I left the coall iii about four months, 
and failed for St Qirillophcrs. Hitherto 
1 had enjoyed a perfed: Hate of healtli, 
equally in every climate, for leveral years ; 
but upon tliis pafTage I was visited w ith a 
fever, \thich gave me a veiy near profj>ect 
of eternity. I have obtained liberty to in- 
dole you three or four letters, which will 
more clearly illullrate the ftate and mea- 
liire of my experience at difi'erent times, 
than any tiling 1 can fay at prefent. One 
of them, you will find, was wrote at this 
peiiod, when I could hardly hold a pen, 
and had fbme reafbn to believe I ihould 
wjite no more. I had not that trhrf^popix * 
winch is fb delirable at a time wheti ilefli 
and heart fails j but my hopes were greater* 
til an my feai-s, and I felt a lllent compo- 
fure of ipirit, which enabled me to wait 
tlie event without much anxiety. My tnilt, 
though weak iu degree, was alone fixed 
upon the blood and righteouiiiefs of Jefus, 
and thofe words, ** he is able to fave to the 

'* utter-^oll,** g-ave me great relief. 

I was for a wliile troubled with a very (in- 

* JuU aiTusaaoc* 
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gular thought ; whether it was a tempta- 
tion, or that the fever difordered my fa- 
culties, I cannot fay ; but I (eenied not fb 
much afraid of wrath and punifliment, as 
of beiuo; loft and overlooked amidft the 
myriads that are continually entering the 
nnfeen world. What is my foul (thouglit 
I), amongft fuch an innumerable multi- 
tude of beings. And this troubled me 

greatly. Perhaps the Lord will take no 
notice of me. I was per|>lexed thus for 
fbme time, but at laft a text of (cripture, 
very appofitc to the cafe, occurred to my 
mind, and put an end to the doubt, '' The 
^^ Lord knoweth them that are lus." In 
about ten days, beyond the Iiope* of thofe 
about me, I began to amend, and by tlie 
time of our arrival in the Weil Indies, I 

was pcrfeclly recovered. 1 hope tliis vi- 

litation was made ufeful to nie. 

Thus far, tliit is^ for about the f]>ace of 
fix years, tlie Lord was pleafed to lead m<^ 

in a fecret way. 1 had learned fbme-' 

tiling of the evil of my heart ; I had read 

the Bible over and over, with fevcral good 

books, and liad a general view of the go*. 

y^^/'frutA ', but my couccfptions were, iu 

many icCvicSis^ confufcd,uot\V'm^'v^'2^ 
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this time met with one acquaintance wh© 
could adill my inquiries. But upon my 
arrival at St Chriftophers this voyage, I 
found a Captain of a fliip from London^ 
whofe conversation was greatly helpfiil to 

me. He was and is a member of Mi'B ^r's 

church, a man of experience in the things 
of God, and of a lively communicative 
turn. We difcovered each otiier by fbme 
cafual cxpreflions in mixed company, and 
fbon became (lb far as bufinefs would per- 
mit) inieparable. For near a month we 
fyent every evening together on board 
6ach other's (hip alternately, and often pro- 
longed our vilits till towards day -break. 
i was all ears ; and .what was better, he 
not only informed my underflanding, but 

his difcourfe inflamed my heart. He 

encouraged me to open my mouth in j[b- 
cial prayer ; he taught mc the a<Ivantage 
of Chriltian conveiie ; he put me upcn an ' 
attempt to make my profeflion more pu- 
blic, and to venture to fj>eak for God. 
From him, or rather from the Loid by his 
means, I received an increafe of know- 
ledge : my conceptions became clearer and 
more evangelical, and I was delivered from 
a fear which had long troubled vae^ tlvs. 
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fear of relapfing into my former apoAafv. 
But now I began to underiland the fecu- 
rity of the covenant of grace, and to ex- 
pect to be prefcr\ ed, not by my own power 
and liolinefs, but by the mighty power and 
promife of God, through faith in an un- 
changeable Saviour. He likewKe gave me 
a general view of the ilate of religion, 
with the errors and conti*overfies of tlie 
times, (things to which I had been entirely 
a flranger), and finally dire^^d me where 
to apply in London for further inllrui5tiou. 
With thefe nevr-acquired advantages I lefl 
him, and my paffage homewards gave me 
leifure to digell what I had received : I had 
much comfort and freedom during thoCe 
{even weeks, and my fun was feldom cloud- 
ed. I arrived fafe in L , Augull 1 754. 

My flay at home was intended to be but 
fliort, and by the beginning of November 
I was aoain readv for the fea ; but tlie 
Lord faw fit to over-rule my defign. Du* 
ring the time I was engaged in the flave- 
trade, I never liad the lealt (cruple as to 
its lawfulnefs ; I was upon the whole (atil- 
fled w itli it, as the appointment Pi'ovidence 
)iiu\ marked out for me ; yet it was, in ma- 
ll <^ reij>e«ils, far irouL etiLg\Afc • \x. Vi vckdRcJ. 
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accounted a genteel employment, and i^ 
Ufiially very profitable, tliough to nie it 
did not prove (b, the Lord feeing that a 
large mcreafe of wealth would not be good 
for me. However, I confidered myfclf as 
a fort of goaler or turnkey ; and I was fbme- 
times fhocked with an employment that* 
was perpetually converfant with chains^ 
bolts, and fhackles. tn this view I had of- 
ten petitioned in my prayers, that the Lord 
(in his own time) would be pleafed to fix' 
me in a more hiunane calling, and (if it 
might be) place me where I might have 
faiore frequent converfe witli his people and 
ordinances, and be freed from thofe long 
feparations from home, which very often 
1ver6 hard to bear. My prayers were now 
anfwered, though in a way I little expect- 
ed < I now experienced another fuddeu 
unforefeen change of life. I w^ndthin;/| 
two days of failing, and to all appeaj'ance. ^ 
in good health as ufual ; but in the after- 
naon, as I was fitting with Mrs N * * * * *, 
by otirfclvesi drinking tea, and talking 
over poll etc!tits, I was in a momfnt feized 
with a fit, winch deprived me of fenfe axid 
motion, and lef^ me no other fign csf ^tfe^ 
tliaii tliat of breathing. ■■ I fu^^fe ^^ 
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was of the apoplectic kind — It laded about 
an liour, and when I recovered, it left a 
pain and cji^izinefs in my head, which con- 
tinued with iuch (ymptoms as induced th« 
j>]iyficians to judge it would not be fafe 
or prudent for me to proceed on the voy- 
age. Accordingly, by the advice of my 
friend to whom the fliip belonged, I re- 
figned the command the day before (he 
failed ; and thus 1 was unexped:edly called 
from that fcrvice, and freed from a fhare 
of the future con(equences of that voyage, 
which proved extremely calamitoiiSf The 
perfbn who went in my room, mdu of the 
officers, and many of the 4fcw, dSed, and 
the velfcl was brought fSSxfiC with great 
difficulty. ' 

As I was now difennfajred from bufinefs. 
I left L , and (pent molV of the follow- 
ing year at London and in Kent. But I 

entered upon a ne\y trial. You ^vill ea- 

lily conceive that IVIrs N* * * * * was not an 
unconcerned (pedlator when I lay extend- 
ed, and, as fhe thought, expiring upon the 
ground. In effect, the blow that ibruck me 
i*eached her in the fame inilant : (lie did not 
indeed immediately feel it, till her appre- 
/leji/joiis on. my acco\uaX\>e^\ to Aiblide > 

Vwv 
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but fts I grew better, flie became worfe : Iier 
Airprize threw her into a diibrder which no 
phjficians could define, or medicines re^ 
move. Without any of the ordinary fymp- 
toms of a confumption, fhe decayed ahnolt 
vidbly, till fhe became fb weak, that fhe 
could liardly bear any one to walk acroi^ 
thie room fhe was in. I was placed for a* 
bout eleren monliis in what Dr Youn^ caUs 
the 

^-.^^^readfui poft of obfervation, 
Darker every hour. 

It was' not till af^ my (ettlement ixk 
my pre&nt ftation that the Lord was plea- 
fed to reftore her by his own hand, when 
all hopes fix>m ordinary means were at aft, 
end. But before this took place, I have 
fbme other particidars to mention, whic^ 
mufl be the iubject of the following fheet^ 
which I lu^c will be the lail on tliis fub« 
Jed, fit>m 

Tour aire<3ionate fervant* V 






* 
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LETTER XIV. 



Dear Sir, 

BY the dirc«^ons I had received front 
my friend at St Kitts, I fbon fbimd 
out a religious acquaintance in London. 

I firll applied to Mr B , and chiefly at- 

tcndetl upon his minilby, when in town. 
From him I received many helps^ both in 
public and private ; for he was piraied to 
favour me with his fnendfliip from the 
Hrll. His kinduefs^ and the intimacy be-' 
tween us^ has contmued and increafed to 
tins day ; and of all my many friends, I 
am moil deeply Indebted to him. The late 
Mr H -d was my fecond acquaintance^ 
a man of a choice Qnrit, and an abundant 
zeal for the Lord's fer^ice. I enjoyed hLi 
coiTcfpondence till near tlie time of his 
death . Soon after, upon Mr W—- — d's re- 

' fum from America, my tt^'o goods friends 
introduced me to him ; and though I bA4' 
little peribnal acquaintance with him tiU 
aftei-wards, his miuilliy was exceeding ule- 

ful to inc, 1 had Aakewife acccfs to fbHie 
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religious {bciedes^ and became kno\ni t6 
many excellent ChriiHans in private life. 
Thus, when at London^ I lived at the 
fountain-head^ as it were, for fpiritual ad- 
vantages. When I wa§ in Kent it was ve- 
ry different^ yet I found fbnie lerious per* 
fbns tliere ; but the fine variegated wood- 
land country afforded me advantages of 
another kind. Mod of my time, at lealt 
fbme hours every day, I pafled in retire- 
ment^ iidien the weather was fair ; {bme- 
times in die thickeil woodi, ibmetimes on. 
the highefl hills, where almoit every ilep 
varied the profpecEt. It has been my cu- 
ftom, for many years, to perform my devo- 
tional exercifes /ui dio, when I have op- 
portunity, and I always find theie ruial 
ibeiies have ibme tendency both to reireih 
andt'jilfr compoie my fpirits. A beautiful 
direrfified profpedt: gladdens my heait. 
When I am withdrawn from the iioile and 
petty works of* men, I conlider myfelf as in 
the great temple which the Lord has built 
for hb own honour. 

.The country between Rochefter and 
Maidilone, bordering upon the Med way, 
was well fuited to the turn of my mind ; 
and was I to go over it now , \ v:q\3\.^'^v>w>x 

O 2 ^^ 
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;o maTiy i place where I remember tOi 
have either eamelUy fought, or happily 
Ibund the Lord's comfortable prefence with 
iiiy foul. And thus I lived fometimes at 
London, and fometimes in tlie country, 
till the autumn of the following year. All 
this wliile I had two trials more or lefi up- 
on my mind : the Hrft and principal wat 
Mrs N****'s iUnefs; (he Hill grew worfe, 
and I had daily more reafon to fear that 
tlie hour of feparation was at hand . When 
faith was in exercife, I was in fome mea* 
lure refigned to the Lord's wiU ; but too 
oden my heart rebelled, and I found it 
hard either to trufl or to ftibmit; I had 
likewifo fome care about my future iettit' 
roent ; the African trade was overdonr 
that year, and my friends did not care t 
lit out anotlier fliip till mine retumifd. 
was ibme time in fufpenle, but indeed 
pro ifion of food and raiment has feldc 
been a caufe of great follicitude to r 
I found it eaficr to truft the Lord in ! 
point than in tlic former, and accc 
ingly this was lirll anfwcred. Ift An; 
I received an account, tliat I was noro 

ted to tlic office of . Thefo p 

ure ulbally obtamcdj ox \3t\k\^^ft. 15c»i 
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by dint of much interefl and application; 
but tliis came to me unfbught and unex- 
pected. I knew^ indeed^ my good friend 

in L had endeavoured to procure an- 

t>ther poft for me, but fornid it pre-enga- 
ged. I found afterv^^ards, that the place 
I had mifled would have been very un- 
iiiitable for me, and that this, which I had 
no tliought of, was the very thing I could 
liave wifhed for, afforded me much leifure, 
and the liberty of living in my own way. 
Several circumllanccs, unnoticed by others, 
concurred to fhew me, that the good hand 
of the Lord w*s as remarkably concerned 
in tliis event, as ui any other leading tuni 
of my life. 

But when I gained this pomt, my didreft 
in the other was doubled : I was obliged 
to leave Mrs N * * * * * in the greatell ex- 
tremity of pain and iUnefs, when tlie phy- 
sicians could do no more, and 1 had no 
ground of hope that I (hould fee her again • 
ahve, but this — that nothing is impolfible 
with the Lord. I had a feverc, coniiict, 
but faith prevailed : ' I found the promife 
i:emarkably fulfilled, of llrength })ro}>or- 
tjoned to my need. The day before I fet 
out, and not ^ill then, the bvLYvjccvxx^-jsw'b «^* 

O 5 VYx^l 
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tirely taken from my mind 5 I was (Erength* 
ened to reflgn both her and mjrfelf to the 
Lord's diipofal^ and departed from her in 
a cliearful frame. Soon after I was gone 
flic began to amend, and recovered Co faft, 
tliat in about two months I had the plea- 
fure to meet her at Stone, on her journey 

tQ L 

And now I think I have anAvered> if not 
exceeded, your defire. Since OAober 1 755, 
we ha^ e been comfortably fettled here, and 
all my circumftances have been as remark- 
ably finooth and uniform, as they were va- 
rious in former years. My trials have been 
li t? ht and few — not but that I ftill find, in 
the experience of every day, the neceffity 
of a life of faith. My principal trial is— 
tJie body of fin and death, which makes 
rae often to figli out the apoiUe's com- 
plaint, " O wretclied man ! " but with him 
likewile I can fay, *' I thank God through 
<< Jefus Chrilt my Lord.** I live in a bai*- 
ren land, wLeie the knowledge and power 
of tlie golpel is veiy low ; yet here are a 
t'crw of the Lord's peoj>le ; aad this wUder- 
neis has been a ufefui fcliool to me^ where 
I hare lludied moreleifurely the truths I 
gathered up in. Loudou. \>wts^"|Jst down 
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with me a confiderable ftock of notional 
ti-utli, but I have fincc found, that there 
is no effectual teacher but God ; that we 
can receive no farther than he is pleafcd 
to communicate ; and that no knowledge 
is truly uleful to me, but.what is made my 
own by experience. Many things I thought 
I had learned, would not Hand in an liour^ 
of temptation, till I had in this way learn- 
ed them over again. Since the year 1 75 7, 
1 have had an increafing acquaintance in 
the Weil-riding of Yorklhire, where the 
gofj)el flouriOies greatly. This has been a 
good fchool to me : I have coriveried at 
large among all parties, without joining 
any ; and in my attempts to hit the golden 
iiieany I have Ibmetimes been drawn too 
near the diflbrent extremes ; yet tlie Lord 
has enabled me to profit by my raillakes. 
In brief, I am ItiU a learner, and the Lord 
fHU condelcends to teach mc. I begin at 
length to fee that I have attained but very 
little ; but I tiodl in him to cany on his 
own work in my foul, and by all the dif- 
penlatioiis of his grace and providence, to 
increalb my knowledge of him, and of my- 
felf. 
M'hen I was fixed iu ^ \io\x& ^ ^xv^l'c^wx^^ 
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\nv bufinefs would afford me much Itifurc 
time, I coiifidered in what manner I fhould 
iinpro^-e it. And now having reafbn to 
cloie with the apollle's determination^ ** to 
'* know nothing but Jefus Chrilt and him 
'^ crucified," I devoted my life to the pro- 
iecution of fpiritual knowledge, and re» 
iblved to purfue notliing but in fubfenri- 
ence to this main defign. This rcfblution 
divorced me (as I have already hinted) 
irom the plafncs and mathematics. My 
lirlt attempt was to learn fb much Greek, 
as would enable me to underftand the New 
Tellanient and Septuagint ; and when I 
hud made fome progrels this way, I enter- 
ed upon the Hebrew tlie fpllowing year; 
and two years afterwards, having {unni(ed 
ibme advantages from the Syriac verfion, 
1 began witli that language. You mull not 
tiiink that I have attained, or ever aimed 
at a critical fkill in any of thefe : I had no 
biifineft witli them, but as in reference to 
Something elfe. I never read one clafSc 
author in the Greek ; I thought, it too late 
m life to take fuch a round in this lan- 
guage, as I had done in the Latin. I only 
"Wanted tlie fignification of fcriptm^l words 
3wd pjirafes^ and for this I tliought I might 
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^rail myfelf of Scapula, the Synopfuy and 
others^ who had fuflained the diiidgery 
before me. In the Hebrew, I can read th^ 
hiftoiical books and pfahns, with tolerable 
eafe ; bnt in the prophetical and diiHcult 
parts, I am frequently obliged to have re- 
courfe to lexiconsy &c. However, I know 
fb much, as to be able, with fuch helps as 
arc at hand, to judge for mjfelf the mean- 
ing of any paflage I have occafion to con- 
fult. Beyond this I do not think of pro- 
ceeding, if I can find better employment ; 
for I would rather be fbme way ufeful to 
others, than die with the reputation of an 
eminent linguifl:. 

Together with the(e ftndies, I have kept 
up a courfe of reading of the bell writers 
in divinity that have come to my hand, in 
iAe Latin and Engliih tongues, and fbme 
French, (for I picked up the French at 
times, while I ufed die fea). But within 
thefe two or three years, I have accuAom- 
ed myfelf chiefly to writing, and have not 
found time to read many books befldes the 
icriptures. 

I am the more particular in tliis accovmt, 
as my cafe has been fbmething fiiigiilar ; 
for in all my literary atXcTa^x^^WvaN^Xse.^^ 
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oblioed to ilrike out my own path, by the 
light I could acquire from books^ as I hare 
not had a teacher or afliilant fince I was 
ten years or age. 

One word concerning my views to the 
miniftrj, and I have done.— —I have told 
you, that tlus was my dear mother's hope 
concerning me ; but her death, and die 
icenes of hfe in which I afterwards enga- 
ged, feemed to cut off the pfobability. 
The firfl defires of this fort in my own 
mind, arofe many years ago, from a re- 
fleiEtion on Cai, i. 23. 24. " But they had 
*' heard only, Tliat he which perfecuted n$ 
'^ ill times pad, now preacheth the faith 
'^ whicli once he dettroyed. And they glo- 

" rified God.** 1 could not but wifh for 

fVich a public opportunity to telliiy the 
riches of divine grace. I thought I was, 
above moil living, a fit perfon to proclaim 
that faithful faying, " That Jefus Chrill 
** came into the world to fave the chief of 
*^ finners : *' and as ray life had been full 
of remarkable turns, and I fcemed feledl- 
ed to fliew what tJic Lord could do, I was 
in fome hopes that, perhaps, fboner or la- 
ter, be raiffht call me into this fervict*. 

1 Wieve it was a ^a&^i& lai^i^ of thi% 
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that determined mc to lludy tlie origijial 
Icriptares ; but it remained an imperfect 
defire in myownbrcail, till it was recom- 
mended to me by lome Chriflian friends, 
I ftarted at the thought when fir II ferioufly 
propofed to me ; but afterwards fet j||art 
ibme weeks to confider the cafe, to con- 
iult my friends, and to entreat the Lord's 
dii*e<Etion — The judgment of my fiiends, 
smd many things tShat occurred, tended to 
engajg^e me. My firft thought was to join 
the di0€nters, from a prcf umption that I 
could not ho:|^eiHy make the re(]^uired fub- 

{criptions ; but Mr C ,, in a con\ erla- 

tion upon thefe points, moderated my 
{cruples; and preferring the eltabliflied 
church in fbme otlier relpecls, I accepted 
a title from him fbme months afterwards, 
and (bllicited ordination from the late 
archbiihop of York : I need not tell you I 
met a refulal, nor what Iteps I took after- 
wards to fucceed elfewliere. At preient 
I delilt from my applications. My delire 
to ferve the Lord is not weakened ; but I 
am not £6 hafty to pufli myielf forward us 
I was formerly. It is fuihcient that he 
knows how to difpofe of mc, and that he 
both can and will do what U heft., "^vi \xww 



C 168 3 

I commend myfelf : I truft tliat hh 
and my true intereft are inleparable. 
his name be glory for ever. And t 
conclude my ftory^ and prefiune yoT 
acknowledge I have been particuL 
nough. I have room for no nuKrcj h 
repeat that 

I am^ 

Sir^ 

Yet 
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1 TIMOTHY i- If. 

Thif is a faithful faying^ and ivorthy of nit 
acceptation^ that Chr'tft Jefus Came ifito the 
"djorld to fave fitwers ; of lixhom I am chief 

THoucH the apofUc Paul lias wrote 
largely and happily upon every 
hranch of Chriflian dodbrine and 
practice ; and with relped: to his writings^ 
as well as his preaching, could jullly afleti:^ 
<^ that he had not fhunned to declare tlic 
'* whole counfel of God;" yet tliere are 
two points which 4feem to have been (if I ■ 
may fb fpeak) his favourite topics; which * 
he moll frequently repeats, moll copiouiljc 
iniills on, and takes every occafion of ii^*r* • 
• By the iUtliOr of the i4utwv.u; KarraXVoe, oJ ^y< 
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trodilcing. The one is, to display the ho- 
nours, power, and faithfubicfs of the Lord 
Jcfus Chrill; the other, to make known 
tlie great things God had done for his own 
foul. How his heart was filled and fired 
with the lirll of tliefc, is evident from al- 
moil every cliapter of liis EpiiUes. Wlien 
he {peaks of that myllcry of godlincfs, 
<* God manifeltcd in the fielh," and the 
exceeding grace and love declared to a loi\ 
vol Id tlirough him, the utmoit powers of 
l&Douage fall fhort of his purj^ofe. With 
^ noble free<loni, he fbai-s beyond the little 
bounds of ciiticifm ; and, finding the ipoll 
cxpreffive woj'ds too weak and faint for 
his ideas, he fonns and compounds new 
ones J heaps one hyperbole upon another: 
yet, after his moll laboured eilays to do 
julVice to his fubjecl, he often breaks off in 
a manner that (hews he ws^s far from hein*»- 
iatisfied with all he could fay, TJiis reflec- 
tion is ixjofl obvious to thofe who can read 
Jiiin in tlic Qrtg'wal^ but no difadvantages 
cf atianiljition can wholly confine tliat 
iiijnntablc avdour with Vr'hic]i he fcenis to 
pour his whole Ibul into his wonls, when 
jie is ipeaking of his Lord and Scuiour. 
An^ h^ wl\o VW V^^^ U\^ Cvrft. cl\ay teis of 



Ids epiiUes to the Ephcfians, Colofliaxis^ 
and Hebrews ; the iecond to the Philip*- 
jdans, or many fimilar paflages^ with in* 
difl'ei^nce,niuft be, I faj, not merely a per- 
fon of iinall devotion, but of little talle 
and fciifibilit}'-. 

And how deeply his mind was imprelled 
with the mercies he had received in Ids 
converlion aiid call, is equally conlpicuous. 
He takes every occafion to aggrandize 
the goodneG of God to himfclf ; to exag- 
gerate and deplore the guilt and mifeiy 
of liis former life, in which he once trult- 
ed ; and to lament the ihiall returns he was 
able to make for fuch bleflings ; even when 
he could fay, without boalting, that he 
had ^^ laboured more abundantly" than 
the moll diligent and zealous of Ids fellow- 
iervants. 

A powerful, abiding fcnfe of thefe two 
points, upon the apoiUe^s mind, have gi- 
ven rile to many fudden^ lively, J^nd beau- 
iiiul digrelhons in tlie courie of his writ- 
ing's. The context to the paiFage I have 
read, is of tliis kind. Having incidentally 
ipoken of the golpel in the nth verie, he 
is fucldenly ilnick witJi the refieclion of 
his own miiery wlule igiior^wt. \i£ ^s. ^ *jsx\^ 
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the wonderful goodncfs of God, in afford- 
ing him the knowledge of falvatiou, and 
Iionourijig* him (who was before a blaf- 
j>hemer) with a commiflion to pnblifh the 
ilime glad tidings to others. This thought 
fufpends his argument, and fills his heart 
and mouth with praife. And having ac- 
knowledged, that ^' the grace of onr Lord 
<^ was exceediils: abundant" towards him- 
felf, he fubjoins tlie words of the text for 
an encouragement to others ; afluring ns 
that his cafe was not €0 peculiar, but that 
multitudes might be partakers with him . 
in the fame hope of mercy. 

The words eafily refblve into two part5» 

//>//, A fhort, but comprehenfive propo- 
fition, including the purport of the whole 
gofpel ; << that Jefus Chriii came into the 
•^ world to fave finnen/' 

Second, A commendation of this doArine 
in a twofold refpecl ; as *^ a faithful lay- 
*^ ing," and as <^ worthy of all accepta- 
*' tion." £ach of thefe illuih-atcd by die. 
initance of lumfelf ; when he adds, " of 
•' whom I am chief/' 

The apoiUe well knew the different re- 
ception the gdfpel would meet in the 
World : tliat many poor^ g*ii*ty folds, 

tremblino- 
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trcrabling under a fenie of fin and iinw6r* 
tloinefs, would very hardly be perfuaded 
that fucli jfinners^ as they could be iaved at 
all. To thefe he recommends it as '^ a 
*^ faitliful faying,'* founded upon the im- 
mutable counlel, promife, and oathof God> 
tliat Jefus Chrift came into the world to 
ilivc Jifmers : finuers in general j the chief 
cf f'uiJierSy fuch as he rcprelents himielf to 
ha^ e been. He knew likewile, tiiat many 
others, liom a miiiaken opinion of tlieir 
own ooodiitrfs, or a miilaken dependance 
on lomcthinjT of their own chufinir would 
bo liable to undei'valuc this faitliful laying. 
For the iiike of thelc, he adds, it is " wor- 
*^ thy of ail acceptation.'* None are fo- 
ba<l but the gofpel affords them a ground 
of liope : none are fo good, as to have any 
jull trround of hope without it. There 
Vr as a time when St Paul could have made 
a fair profeHion of liimlelf likewile : l:e 
could lav *, *^ circumcifed on the eighth 
*< day, of the llock of Ifrael, of the tiibc 
* ^ of Henj amin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
^^ as to the law a Phariiee, as to tlie ligh- 
teoufnefs which is by the law, blame- 
lefs." But he has been fince taught to 

• Philip, iii, 

P 3 count 
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all tilings but lof^ for the excellency 
e knowledge of Chrift ) and is con- 
to ftylc him£clfthe chief of /inner s, 
iving thUvS attempted to (hew the de* 
. and meaning; of the words ; 1 propofe, 
lething more at large, to unfold the 
ipofition ; and point out fome of thofe 
i|>ortaiit and extenfive truths it contains. 
lay, fome of them ; for it is not poiEble, 
lat either men or angels can fnlly ibiind 
he depth of tliis one ientence, *' that Je- 
' fus CTirift came into the world to {live 
*^ (iniiers." I fhall afterwards infer and 
inforcc the other part of the text ; that 
** it is indeed a faithful faying, and worthy 
^* of all acceptation." And may He who 
came into tlie world to procure {alvation 
for finners, and is now exalted on high to 
bellow it, accompany the whole with hvi 
promifed blefling. 

The tenor of t lie propofition readily fua* 
geils three inquiries, i//. Who tljis peric>n 
is, here rpoken of, Jefus Chrilh 2^, What 
is meant by the falvation he is iGiid to have 
undertaken, 3</, By wh^t means he cffe^Jt^ 
ed it, . 

Let us, firfty {]>eak of this gracious, th}.' 
f'PjJiJerful jpeiiou, JeVu^ Q«>ft., ^P^e a1 
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rtttdj bear his name as proftfled Chri- 
IHans; and we Ipcak of him as our Majftr, 
and our Lord ; aud Co farwe fey well. But, 
as he )ia5 told ns, many will call him JLor/> 
at the great day, to whom he will profefi^ 
" I never knew you, whence yon arc, dc- 
" part:" io, it is to be feared, there are 
many novi, tliat ontwardly acknowledge 
him, who neither know luheiict he is, nor 
vihe he is : thi>n<ih we have Moles and tlie 
prophets, the ajiolUesand evangelilb, con- 
tinually with us ; rliou^'h it is the imme- 
diate aim and intent of all their wiitings, 
in every hUtory, promile, prophecy, type, 
ecreniony and law, to let him bcibie our 
eyes ; and though there is hardly an image 
in tlic jnatcrial creation, but is adopted by 
the ftriptures to Ihadow forth his excel- 
l(ii<;v. Ignorance of JcfusChrill-, and what 
he has done lor his people, is the gi-eat 
caiil'e that religion ajiiienrs lb /ow an<l con- 
t-.viptible to Cime, and is found lo tedious 
avA burtkmftme by others. Let ns there. 
fiiit attend " to tlie record God has given 
•• of Ills Son:" for I prT>poie,in this article, 
til fay little of my own; but to lay befbiv 
you the exprels, powerful; indnbitaUe 
teliiinouj' of bol^ &ri{itu^. 
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And here we are taught, ifly That Jcfus 
Chrift is Cod. The firlt words of St John's 
gofpel are full to tliis point. *^ In tlie be- 
** ginning ;** that is, at die commencement 
of time and tilings, when as yet notliing 
clfe exifled, '^ was the Word, and the Word 
*^ was witli God, and the Word was God *.'* 
To prevent a poflibility of miilake, and to 
confirm the eternity of tliis divine Word 
in thellrongell manner, it is immediately 
added, ** the fame was in the beginning 
*^ with God. All things wci'e made by him," 
And, lell tliis liJiewife ihould be either 
contelled or mifunderilood, it is guarded 
by an univeiial negative ; ^^ witliout him 
*^ was not any thing made that was made." 
Further, to prevent (if poflible) the fur- 
mife, tliat, in theie glorious works, the 
eternal Word adled with a deputed power 
only, the apoiUe fubjoins, ^* in liim was 
<^ life;" life effentially; and, from him as 
the fountain, life and light proceeded to 
his creatures : ^^ in him was Hfe, and that 
*^ life was the light of men." To tliis 
agrees tJie declaration of St Paul f, *^ for 
<^ by him were all things cieated that are 
*' in heaven, and that are in earthy vilible 
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'< or invifible ; whether tlirones, or domi* 
^^ nioiis, or principalities, or powers ; all 
^^ tliiii«rs were ci^ated by him, and for 
^^ him:'* bj his power and wifHom, yir hi* 
glory and pleafure. *^ And he is before 
*^ all things, and by liim All things conlUt." 
Eliewhere he fpeaks of him exprcfsly, as 
*^ over all, God blefled for ever ; who np- 
*^ holdeth all things by the word of his 
^^ power; the fame yellerday, to-day and 
*^ for ever. It were eafy to enlarge tills 
way ; but I (hall content myfelf witli ob- 
iening this general proof of the divinity 
of Chiill, that the icriptures, which were 
given to make us wife to falvation, do 
alcribe to hun the names of God, parti* 
cularly Jehovah; tlie eifential attri- 
butes of God, (uch as Eternity, Omnipre- 
fence, Omnipotence ; the peculiar works 
of God, as Creation, Providence, Redemp- 
tion, and Forgivenefs of fin; and finally, 
commands us to pay him tliofe divhie ho- 
nours, and to rely on liim with that ahfo* 
lute depcndencey which would be idolatry-, 
if refeiTcd any where below the fupreme 
Mujclly of heaven and eartli. 

Again, we learn from fcripturc, that 
C h r j it- is truly and propcrl y m c. ?: . T\\V^ v^ 



* 
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indeed wonderful ! therefore fly led '' tlic 
** great myllery of godlinefs *• But tliat 
he, of whom we have begun to fpeaJc, is 
the very per(bn who came into tlie world 
to fave finners, we have abundant proof. 
The apolUe John,whofe teilimony we have 
already cited, fays, a few verfea lower f, 
'^ and the Word," that gloiious word, 
which was God with God, ^' was made 
*' flefh, and dwelt amongit us, and we be- 
" held his glory," that is, we his difci- 
ples, whole eyes were fpiritually enligh- 
tened, (for the world in general iaw no- 
thing of it), as the glory of *^ the only be- 
'^ gotten of ^le Father, full of grace and 
^^ truth." In other places it is faid, ^< Him- 
** ^If took our iniinnities, and bore our 
*^ iickneifes ; and was in all points tempt- 
'' cd as we are, yet without fin J. As the 
*^ children are partakei'S of flefti and bloody 
^^ he alfb, himfelf, liJtewife took part o£ 
*^ the fame ||. In the fulnefs of time, God 
^* fent forth his S6n, made of a woman 4-" 
Many are the miilakes of mortals ; and 
wide the extremes into wliicfi^millakcu 
mortals run ! Some liave rafhly ventured 

^ * r Tim. in. \ Johat* \ Ifa. Ilii. J Hcb. iv. 15. 
u* 14* I Gal. iv. 
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to deny our Lord's divinity : fbtne hare 
-wildly and fancifully explained away hi» 
liujinanity: but may we (through grace) 
abide by the fcriptural truth, and be di- 
rected in the midll of the patli of judg- 
ment. 

From this myftical union of the divine 
and human nature in one perfbn, tlie 
icriptures ipeak of liim, thirdly ^ under the 
character of a Mediator : *^ the one Me- 
** diator between God and man." Tp this 
idea, the names Jesus Christ, which are 
as ointment poured forth, dire<^ us in 
their original import. The former, which 
fignifies the Saviour y pointing out the luc- 
cefs and efficacy of his undertaking ; the 
latter, which is the fame with Meffiah^ or 
the Anohitedy expreffing both his divine 
appointment thereto, and the, compleat 
fiipply of all grace and power, whercv/ith 
he was Hlled for rfie dilcharge of it. Thus 
much for the perfbn fpoken of. 

We proceed, in the next place, to con- 
fider the defign of liis appearance in the 
world : '^ To lave iinners.'* And, as tlie 
idea of deliverance prefuppoles a ftate of 
dijtrefsy it will be neceflary previoully to 
inquire ii^to the condition of thoia >«\^5^vak 



Lc came to fave; which is indeed em]>ha» 
tically implied in the appellation given 
tJiem, finners, Man^ having broke that 
law under which he was created^ and ^vith 
which his happinefs was cloiely connecfbed^ 
fell under accumulated ruin. The image 
of God| in which he was formed^ was de- 
faced^ and a far different image iet up 
in Ills heart ; even of him. who had fedu- 
ccd him from his allegianoc': darknefs iu 
the uuderllanding^ rebellion iu the will, 
fenfuality in the afre<^ons. The juftice 
of God threatning a penalty he could 
neither fatisfy nor fiiilain. The com- 
mandments of God (till, challenging an 
obedience he had no longer any power 
to yield. The very gif^ and bounties of 
God, "^ith which he was encompafied, de» 
figned not only for his comfort, but his 
inflrudHon, to lead him, as by fb Aiany 
fteps, to their gracious author, became, 
eventually, the occailons of withdrawing 
him farther from his duty, and increaiing, 
as well as aggravating his ingratitude* 
Thus llood man towards his Maker. With 
regai4i^ to his fellow-creatures ; (elf-love 
and inordinate dedres, having raifed a va- 
xiety of interfering^ VatfixtLls in the brcalls 
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of all, peace witlidrew from the earth 2 
every man's heart and hand was iet agauiifc 
his neiglibour, and violence, rage, envy, 
and confnlion oveHpreadthe world. Nor 
conld he be eaiier in himfelf : hurried by 
reitlcls deiires towards things either unfa- 
tisfying or unattainable ; haunted with 
cares, tortured with pains, tired with op- 
potition, (hocked witli difappointment. 
Confcience, like the hand that appeared 
in Belfliazzar's feall *, writing bitter tilings 
againd liim, when outward circumilances 
allowed a fliort repofe ; and vanity, like a 
worm, deltroying the root of every flower 
that promifed the fairell bloom of fuccels. 
Behold a few outlines of tlie picture of fal- 
len man ! Miferable in his life ; more jni- 
ierable in the continual dread of lofing 
fuch a life ; miferable moll of all, that nei- 
ther his fancy can feign, nor liis fear con- 
ceive tlie confequences of the death lie 
dreads ; which will introduce him to the 
immediate prefence, to the tribunal of an 
incenied, almighty, ever-living God ! 

Such was the Itate from wliich Jefus 
Chrid came to lave us. He camc'1:o re-* 
ilore us to tlie favour of God, to reconcile" 
* Panic] V. 5. 
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tis to ourfelves, and to each other ; to 
lis peace and joy in liie> liope and trii 
in death, and after death> glory, ho] 
and immortaKty. For he came not i 
ly to repair and to reftore, but to c 
not only *^ that we might have life,^ 
life we had forfeited, but *' that we n 
** liave it more abundantly *.*' Tha 
happineG might be more exalted, our 
more firm, and our poileifion more £5 
than the ilate of Adam in paradife < 
boall, or than liis polleiity could ha\ 
tained unto, if he had continued u 
ning upon the tenor of the firlt covcj 
■ Now, could we fuppofe it poihble ti 
fet of innocent beings, without any de 
of their own, had funk into a Hate o: 
lery, we muli confefs it would have 
great grace and favour in the Lord 
to lave them. But let us not forge 
ftrefs laid in the text upon the wore 
vers. He came to fave, not the unfJ 
uate, but the ungodly f . How then fli 
e^ry heart glow w^ith love to him, 
Jj*th thus loved us 1 If any of us tan 
,or {jieak of this fubjec^t witli indiifet 
or difgult, it is to be feared we are c 

* John X. 10. \ Tk^TTv* ^, ^. 
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fti*anrrcrs to the nature, or the neceffity, of 
that ialvation witli wliicli God has graci- 
ouily vifitcd his people. Let us no more 
uliiq? tlie facred words ol' generolit y, len- 
iibility, or gratitude, if this alloiiiiiiiiig 
iultaiice of divine goodnefs leaves us cold 
and unimprelfed ; elpecially if to this we 
join the conllderation of the third point I 
propofed to ipeak of; by what means Jit?- 
fus Chrsjl effected tliis Ialvation forfinnci-s. 
In tlie paflage before us, it is only laid, 
tliat he ^* came into the world" on tliis 
account ; which teacheth us, this was tlic 
fble deiign of his advent ; and tliat, co- 
ming on let puqK>ie for tliis, lie would 
leave notliing undone that was necelUiry 
to accomplilli it. He emptied himiclf* of 
that divine glory and honour he polfefled 
v»'itJi the Father from eternity. ** Hebow- 
** cd the heavens, and came down" to our 
earth ; and that not with an external glo- 
ry, as a celeltial mcffenger, to conlirain 
the attention and homape of mankind. 
*^ but was made of a woman*;" n()| of 
liigh and noble e-\tnictu)ii,in tlic judgiiient 
of men, *^ but in tlie ibnn of a fcvvaiil :" 
bom ill a liable ; laid in a manger ; brought 
Up in an obfcure and contcvci^tlU^ >^-ajt^, 

* Oal. iv. 4. 



and reputed no higher than the fbn of* k 
Cai'penter. *^ He was defpifcd and rejected 
'* of men ; there was no form of comeli* 
'^ nefs in him *," to attraft a general re- 
gard ; on the contrary, ** he came to his 
*^ own, and his o>vn received hira not f/' 
Farther, as he was made of a woman, '* he 
*^ was made under the law ;" the one in 
order to the other : for this was the way 
divine wifdom had appointed, and wliich 
divine jullice required, to make falvation 
poffible to linners. Eternal Truth had pro- 
nounced tribulation, wrath, and anguifli, 
upon every Ibul of man that doth evil. All 
men, in every age and place, *' had corrupt* 
^^ ed their ways befbreGod ;*' yet his mercy 
had defigned, that where fin had abound- 
ed, grace (houlB much more abound J. 
Jefus Chrid was tlie grand expedient, in 
wliom ^^ mercy and truth met together |j ;'* 
.^ and the inflexible righteoufnefs of God w^as 
^prought to coiTe£|>ond and harmonize witit 
the peace of fiiiful man. That jtdlice might 
be Satisfied, truth vindicated, and finuei^ 
Hived, '' God fo loved" a loft " world,'" 
that, when no inferior means could avail,- - 
when none in heaven or earth were -a'///- 

* K, iiii. f John i. \ Kom. ^7 . xo. \'5^A.\vyv>« . 



hg, or worthy, or aili, to interpole, " B* 
" gave his only begotten Son •," Jefiu 
Chrift, the brightnefs of the Father's glo. 
Ty, and tlie exprefi image of his peribn, 
fo loved the luoriJ, that he afEumed our na.> 
ture, undertook our canfe, bore our lins, 
fullained our deferred ptmiihment ; and 
having done and fuffered all that tlie cale 
required, he is now gone before, to prepare 
a flace f for all that believe in him and 
obey him. Man lay under a double inca- 
pacity for happinefs; he could neitlier 
keep the law of God in future, nor fatisfy 
for his pall breach and contempt of it. To 
obviate the former, Jefus Clirill: performed 
a pcrtei.1:,nnlinning obedience in our Iteada 
To remove the Iatter,he became " the pro- 
" pitiation of ourfins ;" yielded up liislife 
as a prey into the liands of murderers, and - 
poured forth his precious blood in drops 
of fweat in the garden,, in ftreains froni 
liis lide upon the crofs. For this he endu- 
red tlie fiercell temptations of the devil, 
the (com, rage, and malice of men, and , 
drank the bitter cup of the wrath of God, 
wlien it plealed the Father to bruife liim, 
dnd make hisibul an ofFering fiirlin. His 
■ John iiit iB. \ ^«\uk'Kn< v« 
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love carried him through all j and wltea 
lie had finally overcome tlie iharpnefs of 
deaths he opened the kingdom of heavex 
to all believers. In few words, he lived 
and died for us when upon earth, nor is 
he unmindful of us in heaven, but lives 
. and intercedes on our behalf. He couti-* 
nually executes the offices of propliet, 
piiell, and kmg to his people, inllrutfting 
them by his word and Spiiit, prefenting 
tlieir perfbns and prayew acceptable to 
God through his merits, defending them 
by his power from all their enemies, gholl- 
]y and bodily, and ordering, by liis pro^d-* 
deuce, all things to work together for tlieir 
good, till at length they are brought home 
to be with him where he is, and to behold 
his glory 4 

From what has been faid, we may juft* 
ly infer, in the Ji'rjl place, ^^ that this is," 
as tlie apoiUe Ityles it^ ** a faithful fay- 
^^ ing.'* When man firil feD, God, in the 
midll of judgment remembering mercy, de- 
clared, vmfought and undefircd, ** that 

the feed of the woman ihould bruife llie 

nt's head *.*' In every fucceeding 

he confirmed his purpofe by types, 

• Cci)efi& lit. . . 
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i>romifr», prophecies and oaths. At lengfli^ 
in the fnlnefs of time, Clirift, " the defire 
" of all nations," came into tlie world, 
fulfilled all that had heen foretold, and 
encouraged every humble penitent fninec 
to come unto him that they miglit have ' 
life, pardon and peace. To doubt or to 
deny his readinefs to fave, is, fa far as in 
ui lyes, to " make the word of God of 
" none effeft ;" it is " to charge God 
" fooliftily," as though, like the heedlefs 
uiifldlful builder in tlie gofpel, he had be- 
gun to huild that which was not to he fi- 
nilhed. If, after all that is fet befoie us, 
it is pollible for any foul to mils lalvution 
tliat lincerely defires it, and fecks it in 
God's a.ppoiuted way, it mult be bccaufc 
the Lord Jefus Chrilt either catniot, or wiM 
not lave Ihein. That he cannot, is fiativ 
fallc J for " all po>ver IS Jiis in heaven and 
" in earth •;" and it is particularly liiid, 
that " he is able to fave uuto the utternmlt 
" all that come unto God by him f i" and 
that lie will not, is as falfe j for-he him- 
(clf liath faid, " Whofoever cometh auto 
" ine, I will ill no wUe calt out f ." 

We may infer, fecandlyy that this doc- 
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iiohe of us lliiiik it is well with us merely 
l>ecaufe.we were bom and educated in a 
Cliiiltian country, liave means ofinllruc- 
tion in our hands, and enjoy frequent op- 
portunities of prelenting ouiielves bei'orc 
God in public worihip. Totlioufaudstheic, 
ih far from being advantages, will greatly 
aggravate their condemnation, and point 
the lling of tlie never-dying worm. Bet- 
ter were it for us to have been inhabitants 
of Tyre and Sidon *, yca> of Sodom and 
Gomorrali, than to appear iu judgment 
with no better plea than this. Neitlier let 
us {peak peace to ourfelves, becaufe we are 
not (b bad as others, but perhaps live de;- 
cently, and comfortably^ are ufeful in (b- 
ciety, and perform many things that are 
commonly caMcd good works. If thefe works 
ipring from a true love of God, i£ they 
are framed according to the nile of liis 
word, if they are perfonned by faith in 
Chriil Jcfus our Lord, they are undoubted- 
ly good, and fhall be rewanled before men 
and angels ; if otherwiic, you have already 
your reward, in the complacence of your 
own minds, and the approbation of fnc^ids 
and acquanitance. TlieChrilUanityof the 
New Teilament imports ixvot^ X^\3a.w"aSSi.NNxvs- 

* Luke X. 13, 
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7t is to believe in Jefiis Cliiift ; lo to be? 
lieve in him, as to ol>ey bim in all his conry. 
miinds ; to truft him in all his cli(penfli- 
tions ; to walk in his Heps, copying out 
the bright example of his love, meckncfs, 
jvitience, {elf-denial, and at^tive zeal for 
the gloiy of God and the good of man- 
kind. It is, from a confcioufnefs of our 

litter inability to perform thele great 
things, to depend continually upon the 
promifed aid and diret^on of liis holy 
Spirit ; to feek this afliilance by frequent 
fei-vent prayer, to offer up ourfelves daily 

as livino-facrifices unto God. And, final- 

ly, when we have done all, to be deeply 
ienfible of our unworthinefs of the leall of 
liis mercies ; to confcfs ouHclves unprofi- 
table fervants ; and to place all our hopes 
upon this faithful faying, ** that Jefus 
^* Chrifl came into the world to fave fui- 
<^ ncrs." 

Thus, from th^ confideration of the pcr- 
fbn of the Lord Jefus Clirill, the grcatnefs 

^'" of our mifery by nature, and the wonder- 

ful thinjrs he has done and fufJered for our 

} redemption, we may learn, the comjileut 

fecuiity of that f alvalion he has provided ; 
the extreme danger o€ wc^c^lvsv^^lt, and 
the folly and prefoinv^^^^ ^^ ^vl^vsvvvwx*^ 
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to cllalilidi a righteoufiicis of our onu, 
iiidcjiemiciit of liim, " wlio is appointed 
" of God unto us, nifdom, riglitcoufnets, 
*' faniftification, and redemption *." In 
ftttiiig thefe tilings bcfc:c you plaiiily 
and faitUfbllv, I trail I liai e delivered niy 
owii Ibul. Time is (liort, life is i>recaiious, 
and perhaps to Ibiiie tills ni^iy be the lalt 
oppoi-tiinity of the kind that may be af' 
ibrded them. God grant wc may be wifi: 
iuCiine, " tliat to day, while it is called 
" To-day," v.e may hear hi? voice. Then 
J we Ihall ini<lerrtaiid more of the text than 
worth can teach us ; then we fball espe- 
rienre " a jicacc that jialF^tli all umler- 
" (lauding f, <i j"y "'liicli a Ilrangcr in- 
" tciiucdlcrb not with I," and a hope 
" fnH of glor\'," which lliall be complcat- 
ed in thecHdiefspoireIlionoftIiofc"plca- 
« fiii-cs ubicli are «t the right hand of 
'■ (Jod.l;'" ^vlieielin, and iti infeparabic 
atU'nduut fuiTow, iliall ^eaCc for ever; 
wlieic " there ihall be no more grief, or 
" pain, or fear ++;" but every tear (hall be 
wiped Irani e^erJ- eye. 

■ xV^.'u trhillp.iv. (ProT.ilv. BPf»|.»ri. 
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